
St Mark’s School and Preschool 
Parent Information Session about Primary Years Programme (PYP)



Why PYP?



The international Baccalaureate Organisation aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring 
young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding 
and respect.

To this end the IBO works with schools to develop challenging programmes of international education 
and rigorous assessment.

The programmes encourage students across the world to be active, compassionate and lifelong learners 
who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right.

IB Mission Statement 



4 Programmes 

Children aged 3 - 1 years old

Children aged 11 - 16 years old

Students aged 15 - 19

Students aged 13 - 16



Aotearoa New Zealand Context 



PYP Framework

● Learner Profile 
● Concepts
● Knowledge
● Approaches to Learning 
● Action 



Learner Profile 

The learner Profile 
is an integral part of 
our curriculum, it is 
a way of being and 
celebrated at our 
CITA (caught in the 
act) assemblies, is in 
the diary and 
reported on. 



The key concepts are layered into all our 
planners through a conceptual lens. It is a 
foundational aspect of inquiry learning and 
something all children are always learning and 
building their understanding of. The key 
concepts are transdisciplinary, they transcend 
all subjects, supporting higher order thinking 
and supports the central idea.

Concepts 



There are 6 TD themes - each with their own particular descriptor. These themes build on 
each other through the years so children’s knowledge grows as they work through inquiry 
cycles. These also underpin our Programme of Inquiry.

● Who we are
● How we express ourselves
● How the world works
● How we organise ourselves
● Where we are in place and time
● Sharing the planet

Knowledge - Transdisciplinary Themes 



Approaches to Learning (ATLs)
The approaches to learning are a set of skills that the 
children learn as they progress through the years at St 
Mark’s. The skills are layered through our programme 
of inquiry and, again, build on each other year on year. 
You see these in our unit of inquiry reports with a 
number between 1 and 5.
1 - Needs support 
2 - Working towards
3 - At expectation 
4 - Above expectation
5 - Well above expectation 



Programme of Inquiry - Where everything comes together!



Let’s do something fun! 


