St Mark’s School and Preschool

Parent Information Session about Primary Years Programme (PYP)
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Reasons

why the IB Primary Years Programme (PYP) is ideal
for students to become active, lifelong learners
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IB Mission Statement

The international Baccalaureate Organisation aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring
young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding
and respect.

To this end the IBO works with schools to develop challenging programmes of international education
and rigorous assessment.

The programmes encourage students across the world to be active, compassionate and lifelong learners
who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right.
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4 Programmes

Children aged 3 - 1 years old

Children aged 11 - 16 years old

m Students aged 15-19

gareer"re i Students aged 13- 16
rogramme
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Learner Profile

The learner Profile
is an integral part of
our curriculum, it is
a way of being and
celebrated at our
CITA (caught in the
act) assemblies, is in

the diary and
reported on.

IB learner profile

The aim of all 1B programmes is to develop internationally minded people who, recognizing their common
humanity and shared guardianship of the planet, help to create a better and more peaceful world.

As IB learners we strive to be:

INQUIRERS
We nurture our curiosity, developing skills for inquiry and
research. We know how to learn independently and with others.
We learn with enthusiasm and sustain our love of learning
throughout ife.

KNOWLEDGEABLE
We develop and use
knowledge across a range of disciplines. We engage with issues
and ideas that have local and global significance.

OPEN-MINDED
We critically appreciate our own cultures and personal histories,
aswel as the of athers. We seek and evaly

a range of points of view, and we are willing to grow from the
experience.

CARING

We show empathy, compassion and respect. We have a
commitment to service, and we act to make a positive difference
in the lives of others and in the world around us.

THINKERS RISK-TAKERS
We use critical and creative thinking skills to analyse and take  We approach y with and

ction on complex problems. We we work independently and cooperatively to explore new ideas
making reasoned, ethical decisions. and innovative strategies. We are resourceful and resilient in the
COMMUNICATORS e T I g
We express ourselves d creatively th BALANCED
language and in many ways. Wi vely, listening  We the of different aspacts of
carefully to the perspectives of cther individuals and groups. our physical, and achieve

PRINCIPLED

We act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of
faimess and justice, and with respect for the dignity and rights
of people every . We take for our actions
and their consequences.

well-being for curselves and others. We recognize our interde-
pendence with other prople and with the world in which we live.

REFLECTIVE

We thoughtfully consider the world and our own ideas and expe-
rience. We work to understand our strengths and weaknesses in
order to support our leaming and personal development.

The IB learner profile represents 10 attributes valued by I1B World Schools. We believe these attributes, and others

like them, can help individuals and groups b

il bers of local, national and global communities.
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ow doe o The key concepts are layered into all our
A planners through a conceptual lens. It is a

foundational aspect of inquiry learning and
something all children are always learning and
building their understanding of. The key
concepts are transdisciplinary, they transcend
all subjects, supporting higher order thinking
and supports the central idea.
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Knowledge - Transdisciplinary Themes

There are 6 TD themes - each with their own particular descriptor. These themes build on
each other through the years so children’s knowledge grows as they work through inquiry
cycles. These also underpin our Programme of Inquiry.
e Who we are
How we express ourselves
How the world works
How we organise ourselves
Where we are in place and time
Sharing the planet
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Approaches to Learning (ATLs)
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« Organization skills i
« States of mind

The approaches to learning are a set of skills that the
children learn as they progress through the years at St
Mark’s. The skills are layered through our programme
of inquiry and, again, build on each other year on year.
You see these in our unit of inquiry reports with a
number between 1 and 5.

1 - Needs support

2 - Working towards

3 - At expectation

4 - Above expectation

5 - Well above expectation
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Programme of Inquiry - Where everything comes together!
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Let's do something fun!



