
 

 
23 March 2020 
 
Coronavirus (Covid-19) Update 
 
Dear Parents and Caregivers 
 
The announcement from the Prime Minister this afternoon confirms that New Zealand is             
now on alert Level 3 and will be moving to alert Level 4 in 48 hours.  
 
The School Board has made the following decisions that will affect our school             
community.  
 
From the end of business today, Monday 23 March, St Mark’s Church School and St               
Mark’s Preschool will be closed. We have made this decision in order to assist families               
and to allow parents time to prepare for the movement to Level 4.  
 
On Tuesday 24 March, we will be running an optional SMART programme for any              
children of parents who fall under the Essential Services Workers category. During this             
time, staff will be preparing for the roll out of our Distance Learning programme, which               
will begin from Wednesday 25 March. Further communications will come to you in the              
next 24 hours about Distance Learning.  
 
If you have been identified as an Essential Service Worker and would like to enrol your                
child in SMART on Tuesday 24 March, please can you complete this form by 8.00pm               
this evening. Please note there will be no charge for this service.  
 
All School bus service operations will cease from this afternoon.  
 
Please note that we are very well-prepared and staff have been working incredibly hard              
to have our Distance Learning programme ready to go in an event such as this.  
 
The Management Team has met with staff today after school and they have been fully               
briefed around our Distance Learning programme and our obligations to our families at             
this unprecedented time.  
 
The Prime Minister has indicated that closures are currently set for a 4 week period. At                
this stage, this means that we will be offering Distance Learning until Thursday 9 April.               
At which point, the scheduled Easter holidays will commence.  
 
At this stage, Term 2 will continue to start on Tuesday 28 April. We will continue to keep                  
you updated as events unfold and decisions are made for the best interest of our               
country.  
 
Please click on this link to find out what staying at home means for your family. 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1NZuBxEeq9saOzJ89HqQvscF1AgU3GBx4HCA-t9Hnv7M/edit?ts=5e78259c
https://covid19.govt.nz/how-were-uniting/self-isolation/


 

 
We know that this is a difficult and stressful time for you all and we are here, as a School                    
and a Board, to help families and staff of St Mark’s through and to continue to offer the                  
high quality education and pastoral care that we are proud to provide. Please continue to               
be kind to one another and to support each other as a community at this time.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Treena Martin  
Board Chair 
 
 
 
 

 

 


