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Introduction 

NINETY-N rNE yea rs ago another Ch urchwa rden. proba bly just as nervous as 
I am. also stood for the fir st time to presen t a Churchwarden's Report. 

He probably wore a frock coa l and a long wh ite beard. He also had to deliver 
that report under the scrutiny a nd watchful eye of 51 Mark's fi rst Vicar- Richard 
Coffey. In doi ng so. he turned the first page of the long hi story of thi s Parish. 

Ninety-ni ne years later I wonder if you r Churchwardens, your Vestry. your 
Vicar and you as the Parishioners of SI Mark's. could stand confidently before 
that first Vicar- and that first Churchwa rden. a nd say, "What you started we 
have carried on, and the page we are about to turn is worthy of the ninety-n ine 
that have gone before." 

1975 was, of cou rse. a very different yea r to 1876. We faced different 
problems. We are a different people. We live in a different dty. But if we ca n 
look back on 1975 and feci sa tisfi ed wi th what WI! d id with it. then I think our 
predecessors would nod in approval too. 

G. B. M ILLS, People's Churchwa rden, April , 1976. 
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The Anglican Church 
In Wellington 

T H E history of the A nglica n Church in Well ington begins on September 22, 
1839, when Divine Service was held on board the 'Tory". anchored in the 

ha rbour. T wo months la ter. the Reverend Henry Willia ms and the Reverend 
Octavi us Hadfield. both of the Church Missiona ry Society, visi ted br iefly. cu lling 
in at severlll pas uround the ha rbour. 

O n April 20. 1840, the fi rst resident Anglican clergy. the Rev, J . F. Churlon 
and the Rev. J . G . Butler, a rr ived on the ' Bolton', However. Churlon. who lived 
at Thorndoll. left for A uckland in the following yea r. and Bu tler. who lived a t 
I'etone. died. 

T he first priest for mally to have charge of Wellington. includi ng the HUll 
and POTirun. was the Rev, R. Cole. who arrivt"d in 1842. The fi rst 51 Pau l's 
church was begun in [843. and completed in the fo llowing yea r. A second church. 
for the T e Aro end of town. was built in [848. This was St ]'eter·s. and cont inued 
to be part of St Paul's pa rish. It had a cura te-in-charge from [854. and became 
a separa te pa rish in 1859. T he fi rst incumbent. the Rev. Arthur Stock. stayed 
for 30 yea rs. 

T he increasi ng popula tion in the T e Aro a rea led to the cn[a rgemen t of 
5t Peter's severa l times. and thc church beca mc so inadequa te that in Jul y 1875 
II meeti ng of pmishioners considered the erection of a new church. Meanwh ile 
growth was tllki ng place on the outskirts of the parish. in the a rca loosely termed 
at the ti me 'Ade[aide Road', where a thi rd church wa s being contempla ted , 
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The 

BY 1875. Well ington had been the Capi tal 
of New Zealand for 10 yea rs. and 

Thorndon was the administrative end of the 
lown. It wa s there, on land reclaimed in 1874. 
that the fi rst part of the wooden Government 
Building was soon to be bui lt in 1876. 

Te Aro was a closel y-built and densely­
popu lated area- the buildings in the area today 
give little evidence of this. 

To the cast and sou th of the town. much 
of the ground was wet and swa mpy. In fac!, 
until the 1855 earthquake. it had been planned 
to widen Ihe basin and make it a dock, with 
a canal to the harbour. However. the earth­
quake raised the land 5·9 feet higher. and the 
Basi n Rese rve was drained and turned into 
a sports ground 'for noisy games and the 
gathering of excited crowds', 'Dock Street' wa s 
event uall y renamed Rugby Street. 

Photographs show Ihal by Ihe mid-[870s, 
a few houses were dOlled around the slopes 
of MI Victoria. where alone stage a Peter 
Tutchen had a dairy farm . A small amoun t 
of sett lement was laking place further south 
where a Mr Moodie built a holel and expressed 
a hope that a 'new lown' would grow around 
il. 

Over the other side of MI Victoria. Mr J . 
C. Crawford wa s suggesting to his friends the 
formation of a com pa ny to promote a new 
township to be called Kilbirnie. The firs t sa les 
of sections took place in [877, but more than 
50 yea rs were to pass before the MI Victoria 
traffic lunnel gave speedy vehicular access 10 

the populous eastern subu rbs. 

[n [874 Wellington College moved to new 
buildings 0 11 the present si te, one which the 
people of Welli ngton clai med was too fH r from 

District 
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the town. To these people. on opening day. the 
Governor. Sir James Fergusson. uttered the 
prophetic words: ';Some day th is will be a 
central si te," 

Next door, the Mount View Lunatic 
Asylum. with accommooation for 100 patjents, 
was opened in 1875 on a 1l3-acre s ite 'from 
which a capital view of the city and surround­
ing districts is obtainable'. Further south. an 
8-acre si te in Riddiford Street had been set 
aside for the hospita l. The general loca li ty of 
the Basin Reserve was known for many years 
as Sussex Square. the Caledonian Hotel being 
established on the corner of Adelaide Road 
and Sussex Square in 1875. 

Over to the west of the Basin Reserve. to 
cope with the growing population. the Mounl 
Cook Girls' SchooL Buckle Street. was opened 
a t the end of 1875, and the boys transferred 
from there to the Boys' School when it opened 
in Taranaki Street in January 1878. With the 
fnfants' School in Tory Street. which a lso 
opened in 1878, it was the pride of the Wel­
lington Education Boa rd. 

Finally, transport wa s required to serve 
the growing area of the town. In fact. for 
some years the terminus was located in the 
district. The steam trams began operating on 
August 24, 1878, with the terminus and engine 
sheds on the corner of King Street and Adelaide 
Road. hence the name of the 'Tramway' HoteL 
opened around this lime. Some years later, 
when suburbs fu rt her sout h were growing 
rapidly, plans were mad e for a railway to pass 
along Dutferin Street. through Welli ngton Col­
lege and the Asylum Grounds to the Hospital. 
where there was to be a station. and on to the 
terminu s at Island Bay. Such were the efforts 
to improve access to the newer suburbs. 



The Parish 

ON Monday. May II. 1874. a joint meeting 
of the Standi ng Com mi ttee of the Diocese 

of Well ington and the vestries of 51 Pau l's 
a nd 51 Peter's. wa s held in the offi ces of Messrs 
Bethu ne and Hunter. in what is now Bond 
Street. "to consider the necessity of providing 
increased church accommoda tion for the pa rish 
of 51 Peler, Te Aro", A small sub-committee 
was appoi nted. with the Bishop of Well ington. 
the Right Reverend Octa vius Hadfield. as 
Chai rman. to "make inquiries for the best site 
for the erection of a new church near the 
lower end of Adela id e Road and also to in­
qui re wha t fu nd s might be ava ilable for Iha l 
pu rfX>SC" 

Five da ys la ter the comm ittee mel. having 
chosen a site. A further join t meeti ng was held 
on Ju ne 15. and it was decided ;'Ihal a new 
district be formed out of St Peter's parish. 
between the cr icket ground and the harbour". 
and that a su itable site be procured therein for 
the erect ion of a church together wit h a par­
sonage. and to obtain the services of a 
clergyman. 

The fi rst general meeting of church mem­
ben was held on Monday. June 22. a t Bethu ne 
and Hunters. with the Bishop in the chair. It 
was resolved to form a new parochia l district 
to incl ude the "whole of the Town East of 
Tara nak i Street'". 

The Annual General Meeti ng of St Peter's 
parish was held on July [3. and the Annual 
Report presented to that meeting sta tes: 

T he Vest ry of th is Parish and of St Paul's. 
Thorndon. ha ve agreed to guara ntee each 
£150 for one yea r, as the sa lary of a Clergy­
ma n. whose services will be given to a new 
District to be formed out of 51 Peter-s Parish. 
with the hope that a t the end of that yea r 
it will be found necessary to erect a new 
Chu rch and a Parsonage for the District. 

A motion to extend the period of payment 
from one yea r to three wa s losl. 

At a further meeting of chu rch members 
on T hursday. July 28. again held a t Beth une 
and Hunters. and with the Bishop in the cha ir. 
it was resolved to purchase Town Acre No. 671 
from the Provi ncial Government. as a site 
for a Church and Parsonage, a t a cost of £28 1. 

Is Established 
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Town Acre No. 67 1 was originally intended 
as the ma in approach to Wellington College, 
and was purchased for this purpose from Mr 
Li pman Levy by the Provincial Government 
011 June 26, 1872. for (250. When the College 
wa s bei ng built . il was evidentl y found more 
exped ient at that stage to use the Brougha m 
Street ent rance. A Mr George therefore applied 
to purchase the Acre in November 1873, but 
this was refused . so he purchased instead the 
next one. a nd built a large house on it. On 
May 2. 1874, the Secretary of the College 
Boa rd of Governors was instructed to wri te 
to the Prov incial Superin tendent aski ng that 
a forma l conveyance of the Acre be made to 
the Governors. 

However, nine da ys later, the church people 
of the area resolved 10 purchase the land , and 
Ihis sale was proceeded with . On J uly 13. the 
Secreta ry of the College Governors was in· 
structed to wri te to the Bishop to the effec t 
that the Governors would ra ise no objection 
to the alienation by the Provincial Govern ment 
of the section in question, provided that a 
right-of- way for a path from the College be 
received in perpetuity and that the area be 
solely used for the erection of a chu rch and 
parsonage. An Act of the Prov incia l Council 
"to enable the Superintendent of the Provi nce 
of Welli ngton to sell Town Acre No. 671 in 
the Cit y of Well ington to be used as a Si te 
for a Church" wa s assented to on May 12. 
1875. 

A meeti ng of chu rch members held on 
August I I was told that the site had been 
pu rchas:x! by Standi ng Commi ttee. A sub­
scription list was opened with the support of 
the Governor. Sir James Fergusson. Bishop 
Hadfield was cha irman; Mr C. P. Powles. 
secretary: Mr T. Kebbell . treasurer, and mem­
bers of the committee included other prominent 
businessmen. 

It was intended to build only the fi rst part 
of the chu rch, with sea ting accommodation 
initia lly for 400-500. Su b-commillee meeti ngs 
were held a t Govern ment House- the Gov­
ernor's residence then being on the site now 
occupied by the ·Beeh ive' . Designs for a church 
were submitted by Messrs B. W. Mountford 
of Christchurch. C. J . Toxward . C. Tringham 



and T. Turnbu ll of Wellington. Tha t of Mr 
Tringham was accepted. the portion to be 
erected first to cost about (2300. Conside rable 
discussion fo llowed about the architects and 
the costs. and the whole mailer was le ft in 
the hands of Sta ndi ng Comm ittee. 

Mea nt ime. a rrange ments were made for a 
clergy man. The Reverend E. H. Granger. M.A.. 
had pioneered church work in Caversham. 
Dunedin. and been Incumbent of All Sai nts'. 
Duned in. for seven yea rs. during which time 
the church was buil t. A breakdown in heal th 
ca used him 10 visit England. and on his return 
to New Zealand in 1874 he was offered the 
task of beginni ng the work of the church in 
the new area of Wellington. At the meeti ng of 
St Peter's Vest ry on October 19. 1874 . it is 
recorded : 

On the in vita tion of the Ch urchwa rdens. 
the Reverend E. H . Gra nger a ttended a nd 
was introduced to the members of the 
Vestry. Conversat ion ensued relative to the 
bounda ries and genera l work ing of the dis­
trict to be com mitted to the ca re of the 
Rev. E. H. Granger . 

Resolved- that the moiety of Mr 
Granger's stipend. gua ranteed by this Par ish 
be paid monthl y from the 1st instant. 

T he Churchward ens were requested to 
con fer with the Churchwa rdens of St Pa ul 's 
Pa rish a nd a rrange that the rema ining 
moiety should be paid in lik e manner. 

1874 turned into 1875, and Mr Granger 
conducted weekly Sunda y services for two 
months in Miss G reenwood's Schoolroom, Oil 
the corner of T a ranaki Street and Dixon Street. 

On Februa ry 22, a meeting of St Peter's 
pa rish ioners agreed to accept the suggestion 
of Standing Commi ttee that St Peter's pa rish 
guara ntee the annual pa yment of £60, being 
part of the interest on the sum wh ich would 
be borrowed to complete the new church on 
the si te purchased by Standing Comnllttec. 

Difficulties were looming up ahead. Dis­
gusted with certa in deta ils of the designi ng 
and planning for the new church, and feel ing, 
anyway. that 'there would never be a popu la­
tion to fill a Church therc:'. the Rev. E. H . 
Granger gave up before the church was built. 
and returned to his o ld Diocese of Dunedin 
to be Incumbent of Wa ikouaiti. and payment 
of his stipend (£75) ceased at the end of March. 
Perhaps the St Pe ter's parishioners were having 
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second thoughts about the wisdom of estab­
lishi ng a new ch urch and parish. and felt re­
bui ld ing of St Peter's church was a better 
solution. On Apri l 19, the Vestry decided to 
postpone further decision about rebu ild ing SI 
Peter's until they knew the decision of Sta nding 
Comm ittee a week later "rela tive to the pro­
posed Chu rch in Ad elaide Road". St Peter's 
Incumbent. Archdeacon Stock, duly reported 
back "tha t the Standing Comm ittee had de­
termined to proceed with the proposed 
Church". 

The architect. Mr Charles Tringham. had 
designed a church which, if it had been bu ilt 
from the plans o rigi nally drawn up, would 
not in all probabilit y have been surpassed by 
any church then sta nding in the country. It 
was thought. however. that the est imated cost 
was tOO heavy for a new pa rish to underta ke, 
so Mr Tri ngham was instructed to prepa re 
fresh plans, reducing the cost to abou t £ 1500. 
A tender for that sum was received from the 
firm of Nash a nd Upton. 

On Sunday. Janua ry 16. 1876, an important 
meeting was held between the Bishop and the 
Vestry of St Peter·s. a t the Bishop's request, 
and a number of crucial decisions were made. 
The Bishop gave the meeting information 
concern ing the new church in Adelaide Road. 
It was agreed tha t the division between St 
Peter's parish and the new district be the line 
of Tory Street continued to the harbour, in­
cludi ng a ll houses in T ory St reet and streets 
running into T a ranaki Street. and prolonged 
to meet a line from Bidwell Street. The Evening 
Post report of the meeti ng states that the 
bou ndary d ivision wou ld be the east side of 
Tory and Bid well Streets; the imm igration 
ba rracks and the houses on the cast side of 
Tory Street sti ll remaining in St Peter's parish. 
Some discussion then took place as to the 
name of the new parish, but no definit e con­
clusion was arri ved a t. One suggestion was that 
SI Mark wou ld be an appropriate patron saint . 
having been the compa nion of St Peter. St 
Mark 's Day fell while the church was approach­
ing completion. The name 'St Mark's' was first 
used three days before the consecration when 
the Evening Post gave a descript ion of the 
new church. The question was raised as to 
whether the new parish should be worked first 
as a district of St Peter's parish, or be con­
stituted a separa te parish a t once. It was pro­
posed tha t a loca l provisiona l vestry or COIll ­

mittee should be formed as soon as possible 
in the new district. to enable the parishioners 



to take a more active part in the managing 
of their own affairs and promoting their inter­
ests. It was decided that this should be left in 
the hands of the Bishop. who s..'l id that he 
" proposed in a shon wh ile to call together 
gent lemen li ving in the District to form a 
Committee for orga nisi ng the work". On the 
subject of finance. Archdeacon Stock sta ted 
that th ere would be suHicient funds to com­
plcte the chu rch if all the subscriptions were 
(:a lled in. bu t that there was absolutely not hing 
in hand towards an endowment. 

The Bishop told the meeting tha t a clergy­
man. the Rev. Mr Pearce, who had been a 
passenger from England wi th Mr George 
Bowen. had brought a letter of introd uction 
from His Excellency, who wrote of him in 
terms of high recommendation. and explained 
t;lat Mr Pea rce was a man of considerable 
private means. and merely wished to aid in 
pa rochia l work for a fe w months. 

The intended parishioners' meeting was 
delayed. because of the illness of the Bishop. 
unti l Monday. May 8. on which day "Those 
members of the Church of England who reside 
in that part of T e Aro situated between Tara· 
naki Street a nd Mount Victoria are requested 
by the Right Rev. the Bishop of the Diocese 
to meet a t Miss Greenwood's Schoolroom. 
Courtenay Place. a t eigh t o'clock this evening. 
.to take steps for the constitution of the new 
pa rish" . T he Evening Post reported the follow­
ing da y that the meeting had been "fai rly 
attended". The Bishop. who was chairman. 
reported that the ch urch was now completed. 
and tha t following its conse(:ra tion (set down 
for Thursday. May 18. a t 11.00 a. m.), there 
would be morning service in the church every 
Sunday. Evening serv ice could not be held 
until gas was laid onto the church. wh ich it 
was hoped would be done at no very distan t 
period. Although the church itself was fini shed. 
severa l of the internal fillings still were nceded. 
some already having been presented by liberal 
members of th e congrega tion. Some little dif­
ficulty had been experienced in obtaining the 
services of clergyman. bu t he had been able 
to solve it temporarily by the appointment of 
a ge ntleman whom he had recent ly admitted 
to deacon's orders. the Rev. F. T. Sherriff. 
who at present was assisting the Rev. T. L. 
Tudor a t Wanga nui. but would a rrive in time 
to take the services after the consecra tion. 
His Lordship added that he hoped to be able 
himself to preach there on three Sundays in 
each month . Mr Thomas Kebbell . treasurer. 
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presented a financial report. The followi ng 
officers were elected . to hold ollice until the 
regular pa rish meeting in Ju ly: 

Clergyman's Churchwarden : Mr Kenneth 
Wi lson. M.A. 

Pari shioners' Churchwarden: Mr Herbert 
Gaby. 

Vestry: Messrs J. E. Fitzgera ld, G. E. Tol­
hurst. R C. Hamerton. S. Brown. F. Stevens. 
J . Dona ldson and Capta in Crowe. Mr J . A. 
Plimmer subsequently replaced Mr Fitzgerald. 

Prepa rat ions for the consecra tion were 
made in the days following. and twO meetings 
of the vestry were held. one a t Wellington 
College and the ot her at the Bank of New 
Zea land. T he Evening Post rcported: 

The acoustic quali ties of St Mark's 
Church. Adelaide Road. underwent a very 
satisfactory test yesterda y when a rehearsa l 
took place of the music for tomorrow's 
consecration service. The result went to 
show that the arch itect. Mr Tri ngham. has 
been highl y successful in solving that a lways 
difficu lt problem- how to ensure both the 
offici a ting clergyma n and the choi r being 
heard distinctly in every part of the build ing. 
The choi r num bered about 30. Mr Ham­
merton presiding at a harmonium hired 
from Messrs CUller and Moore. The interior 
of the church itself has a very handsome 
and stri ki ng effect. a lthough there is no at­
tempt a t ornamentation. the proportions 
and general arrangements bei ng admi rable. 
The fittings a rc well in keepi ng. but there 
is onc drawback which might easi ly be 
remedied. the ex treme narrowness of the 
space between the choir sca ts. and to a 
certain degree those of the congregation 
a lso, which renders it .llmost impossible 
to kneel. and thus encourages the irreverent 
demeanour which is such an objectionable 
fea ture in some of our churches. This. how­
ever. as we have sa id. is a defect easily 
corrected. and in all o ther respects St Mark's 
Church is admira bly constructed. forming a 
striking contrast to the miserable shed dedi­
cated to St Peter. We hope that this illustra­
tion of what ca n be done for so small a 
su m (under (1800) will encourage the con­
grega tion of the latter church to persevere 
in thei r efforts to raise a structure more 
worthy of its object. We are requested to 
mention tha t II collect ion in a id of the St 
Mark's Church Build ing Fund wil] be made 



at the consecration service tomorrow after­
noon. 
The service of Consecration began at half 

past two. 011 the afternoon of Sunda y, May 
21. but long before thai time the church was 
fill ed. a nd by the time the ceremony actua lly 
began. there was hardly even standing room. 

.The Bi shop of Wellington. the Right Reverend 
Octavius Hadfield. was rece ived a t the west 
door of the church by the Venerable Arthur 
Stock (Archdea con of Wellington and Incum ­
bent of 5t Peter's). the Reverend B. W. Harvey 
(St Paul 's), the Reverend C. D. de Castro (St 
Peter's), and the Reverend F. T. Sherriff. 
curate-in-cha rge of St Mark's, with the Church ­
wardens. Messrs Kenneth Wi lson and Herbert 
Gaby. and the members of the Vestry. Thc 
E"cning Post reported the ceremony in detail: 

Mr Gaby then presented to the Bishop 
the usual pet iti on for consecration. which 
was received by hi s Lordship. who next pro­
ceeded al ong the nave to the altar. while 
the choir chanted the 24th psalm to 
A\twood's chant in D. After offering up 
the prayers prescribed in the special ritual. 
the Bishop then read the sentence of con· 
secration. and then signed it at a small 
table placed within the altar rails for the 
pu rpose. The ordinary morning service was 
then proceeded with, the Archdeacon offi ci­
ating so far as the first lesson. when the 
Rev, Mr I-hlfvey took his place. T he special 
psalms used were the 84th , l22nd and 132nd. 
which were sung antiph onall y to chants by 
Smith (in G) and Woodward (in D): the 
preccs and responses were from Tallis' cele­
brated Fc..<;ti val Service. For the anthem 
was sung the second movement of Kent's 
fine anthem "Blessed be Thou"- that to 
the words "Thine. 0 Lord. is the Greatness" , 
a nd after the Nicene Creed, the 100th Psalm 
was sung. The entire musical portion of the 
ceremony was undertaken by the Choir of St 
Peter's Chu rch, who were present to the 
num ber of 32, not a single outsid er taking 
part. They acquitted themselves very cred it­
ably. especiall y considering that the building 
wa s strange to them. Mr Ham merton. the 
able organist and choirn~a s tc r. presided at 
a harmonium placed at th e entrance of the 
chancel. The Bishop preached an a ppro­
pria te sermon. taking as his text Malachi 
1· 11. The o ,"fertory amounted to £2 1/9/&1. 
,wl)ich will be devoted to the Church bui lding 
fund. The bulk of the congregation left the 
church aft er the conclusion of the sermon, 
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and the Holy Communion wa s then cele­
brated. about 30 communicants be ing 
present. The Bishop was celebra nt. The en­
ti re service occupied altogether two hours 
and five minutes. not being concluded unti l 
25 minutes to five . The church wa rdens and 
vestrymen of the new chu rch deserve grea t 
praise for their assidui ty in sea ting the 
numerous congregation. and the only serious 
inconvenience experienced wa s the very long 
time requi red for the exodus of the crowd 
through the exceedi ngl y narrow wicket gate 
which forms the on ly means of exit from 
the chu rchyard. a nd which only will allow 
one person to pass at a time. T his lillie 
difficully easily might be obviated by the 
erection of a wide double gate. 

The New Zealand Times pri nted the 
Bishop's sermon in full. the text being from 
Malachi I: 11 - " In every place incense sha ll 
be offered unto My ame. and a pure offering, 
for My Na me shall be great among the hea then, 
sa ith the Lord of Hosts." 

On the following Sunday. May 28. the Rev. 
F. T . Sherriff conducted Divine Service. and 
the Bishop preached . "The musical part of 
yesterday's service." commented The Evening 
Post. "went very fairl y. and there wa s a good 
congregation. considering the weather." 

On June 4. the Bishop celebrated the Holy 
Communion a t 10,00 a.m., and a t 3.00 p.m. 
a meeting of parents and children was held 
to di scllss the for ma tion of a Sunday School. 

The church had been consecrated. the parish 
off icers appo inted . and a temporary curate-in­
charge: a ttention now had to be turned to 
prov iding a more permanent Incum bent. and 
the rest of the necessary parish bu ildings. 

In Jul y it was announced that the Reverend 
Rich ard Coffey, M.A. , of Milton, in the Dio· 
cese of Duned in, wo uld be coming as the first 
Incum bent of St Mark 's. He took up his duties 
on October 8. 

At fi rst. Mr Coffey li ved in a small rented 
cottage just outside the chu rch ground s. The 
followi ng year a Vicarage was built behind 
the chu rch, for £650. Apart from the 'new 
wing' built in 1892, the house remained sub­
stantiall y the sa me until it was demolished 
in 1967. The Church Chronicle described it: 

, it is substantially bui lt and is one 
of the most comfortable we have seen , re­
fl ecting cred it on architect a nd builder." 



The Rev. R. Coffey 

In 1878 the hall was bu il t. alongside and 
to the sout h of the church. A small infant 
room, and a lean-to for a stage were bui lt 
behind the ha ll later. and the hall was ex tended 
at the frolll. It was gUlled by fire a t J.OO a.m. 
on Sunday, June 27. 1897. and subseq uently 
demolished . 

It wa s not long before there were complai nts 
about the church, and doubts as to its sta bility. 
The Church Chronicle said: 

At present the rai n po urs in abundantly 
th rough the clerestory wind ows and the 
chancel arch remains an eyesore: the pews 
are so close that kneeling is physically im-
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possible- so upright that Slumg is uncom­
fortable: and the centre a isle so na rrow 
that two ca nnot conveniently walk abreast. 
a serious annoya nce a t marriages, etc. 

St Mark's Parochial District was declared 
a full parish sepa rate from St Peter's Parish, 
by the Wellington Diocesan Synod, on October 
IS, 1878. Thi s meant the reappointment of the 
Incum bent and other parish offi cers. 

What of the Mother Parish of St Peter? The 
Parish and Chu rch of St Mark had been estab­
lished to relieve the pressure on St Peter's, 
Had this been achieved? 

The Annual Report of the St Peter's 
Churchwa rdens for 1876-77 explained: 

At the annua l meeting of last year it 
"'9.S resolved that the Parish should gua ran­
tee the payment of the annual interest (£60) 
all £750 to be lent to the new district of 
SI Mark 's by the Standi ng Committee from 
the Pension Fund. This fund, raised from the 
fees payable at marriages. etc., provides 
pensions for the widows and orphans of 
clergymen in the Diocese, and gives a id 
to the clergy in sickness or distress. In con · 
sequence of this loa n. the new church has 
been satisfactoril y completed, and the Parish 
- helped in old ti mes in its need- has thus 
been enabled to help others. 

Nothwithstanding the relief given by the 
erection of St Mark's, the present church 
(of St Peter's) is still inadequa te to the needs 
of the Parish. Many applica tions for scats 
cannot be supplied . 

It wa s al so recorded at the meeling that 
duri ng the year the choir had provided enter­
tainment in aid of $1 Mark's, the proceeds 
being £ 14/13/6d . 

Tn 1878, Archdeacon StOCk, as Secreta ry 
of the St Peter 's Bu ilding Committee said: 

At fi rs t, many of the congregation 
thought that in conseq uence of the erection 
of St Mark 's Ch urch, there wou ld be no 
need for a larger church for some time and 
that it was not prudent to incur under these 
circumstances a fres h debt so soon after 
the ex tinction of the former one. But all 
this reluctance has passed away, from the 
knowledge tha t many applica tions for sit­
tings in the church cannot be sa tisfied: and 
that many who would have formed part of 
the congregation have been compelled to 
go elsewhere. 



During 1878·79 St Peter's was freed (rom 
the obligation to pay the £60 per year interest 
on the loan held by 5t Mark 's Parish. During 
the yea r 1882-83 the £60 annual rent received 
from the school and land adjoini ng 5t Peter's 
was divided equally belween 5t Mark's and 
5t Peter's. From Janua ry I , 1882, 5t Mark's 
took over the debt of £750 (on wh ich 5t Peter's 
had originally guaranteed the in terest). and 
the arrears of interest on the same were 10 
be equally d ivided. The balance tha t was un­
paid on January I. 1883 (£150) was to remain 
as a debt 10 the Pension Fund , and bear interest 
at 7% p.a. The Diocesan Synoo that year 
di vided the debt between the parishes of 5t 
Peter and 5t Mark, each paying £75. 

THE FIRST BAPTISM- May 21 , 1876, On 
Ihe day the church was consecrated. Officiant 
- the Rev. F. T. Sherriff. 

THE FIRST MARRIAGE- June 10, 1876 
Will iam Tevcrsham and Alice Maud Row-
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cliffe. The Rev. F. T. Sherriff. curale-in­
charge. officiant. 

THE FIRST CONFIRMATlON- Wh itsun· 
day, 1877. The church was filled 10 
overflowing for the confirmation of 41 
candidates- 26 fro m St Peter's. 13 from St 
Mark's. two from St Paul's. Among them 
was Mr Herbert Baillie. later a Lay Reader 
al St Mark's. and Chief Libraria n of Wel­
lington. 

THE FIRST ORDINATION- December- 18, 
1887. The Rev. J. W. Chapma n was made 
Deacon by the Right Rev. O. Hadfield. 
Bishop of Wellington. 

THE FI RST BELL- Ordered from England 
in [876 at the cost of no. "the pitch of 
which is 10 be A natura l. or not higher than 
B fl at". It was erected in a turret on the 
Schoolroom. After about two years it 
cracked, but St Peter's generously replaced 
it wilh a spare onc which they had . 



The Story Of The Parish 

T HE new district was launched in May 1876. 
On July 14. the new congregation held 

its fi rst regular Annual General Meeting of 
Parishioners. 

"A cordial vOle of than!(s was accorded 
the Bishop o n the motion of Archdeacon 
Stock who said that 'but for His Lordsh ip. 

51 Mark 's Church would probably not have 
been'," 

SI Ma rk's was still officia lly part of 51 
Peter's Parish. It was a Parochial District. 
not yet a separate Parish. It was decla red a 
Parish at the Diocesa n Synod on October 15. 
1878. and the Incumbent and Parish Officers 

51 M ark's Church, Parsonage. and Sunday School Hall, 1878. 
- Alexander Tumbldl Library PholO. 
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were all re.appoin ted, On the fi rst Sunday in 
February. 1879. the Rev. R. Coffey was in· 
st ituted as fi rst Incum bent . or Curate. of the 
new Parish of St Mark . 

The Mother Parish of St Peter still showed 
a generous interest in St Mark's: 

"The bell . which was erected on the 
schoolroom, suddenl'/ cracked. and beca me 
useless; but SI Peter;s Vestry. wi thout bei ng 
asked, generously gave their old bell. which 
is now doing duty." 

From 1880-1888 no great undertakings were 
entered into-a concerted effort was made to 
steadi ly reduce the pari sh indebted ness. th ough 
a specia l fund was gradually being built up 
as enlargemelll of the chu rch was becom ing 
necessary. 

In the Annual Reports for 188 1 and 1882. 
Mr Coffey ack nowlf·.dged the progress being 
made : 

"The Curate desires to add that while 
the report speaks only of tangible results. 
yet he feels assured that the Di vine Blessing 
has not been wa nting. He also wishes 
to acknowledge the hearty co-opera tion of 
a valuable band of lay helpers. and to thank 
those true yoke·fellows who have laboured 
with him in the Parish." 

Members of the pa rish paid rent for pews 
in the church. and this ensured that there was 
a seat avai lable for them. and assured the 
parish a regular income from the 'Pew Rents'. 
The Annual Report for 1886·87 refers to the 
necessity to enlarge the church. "such necessity 
has been still more apparent. ow ing to the 
increase in the congrega tion. the Church 
Wardens ha ving freq uently experienced much 
difficu lty in seating visitors without inconveni­
enci ng sea t-hold ers; and they recommend that, 
unti l the enla rgement is completed. all vacant 
seats be available for visitors on the last bell 
ceasing" . 

A highlight of 1887 was the first Ordina tion 
in St Mark's. On Sunday. December 18. the 
Rev. J . W. Chapman was made Deacon by 
Bishop Hadfield. and he served the Parish as 
Assistant Curate for a year before going to 
Christ Church. Wanganui. 

On Sunday. January 1. 1888. Bishop Had­
field la id the fou ndation stone for add itions 
to the church. The west end was ex tended by 
42 feel. and a tower. baptistry and gallery 
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were bui lt, giving an extra 300·400 si ttings. 
Another 'bay' of the nave was used for the 
ex tension of the chancel for the choi r. The 
floor of the sa nct uary was raised. the chancel 
screen erected and the organ chamber was 
extended. "Cathedral" glass replaced frosted 
glass in the wind ows of the clerestory. The 
archi tect was Mr F. de J. Clere, and the bui lder 
Mr J. H. Meyer. The alterations cost about 
£1600. The bell . at that time one of the largest 
bells ever cast in New Zealand. was cast by 
Messrs Cable and Co. of Wellington. It cost 
£97. and was the gift of the Ladies' Sewing 
Guild . The church was rededicated by Bishop 
Had field on the evening of St Mark's Day, 
1888. 

The Curate commenled in the December 
1889 Parish Magazine: "St Ma rk's is not rich, 
nor in a rich district, yet its people have done 
much." In their report for 1890-91. the Vestry 
said: 

" Reviewi ng the work of the past yea r. 
the Vest ry exclaims with the prophet of 
old. 'Hitherto the Lord has helped us;' 
'and to him be ascri bed all the glory.' The 
results of the yea r's work arc very satis· 
factory." 

Archdeacon Arthur Stock retired after more 
than 30 yea rs as Incu mbent of St Peter's, and 
ca me and lived in retiremen t in Dufferin Street. 
He gave help at a number of churches around 
Wellington. includ ing St Mark 's. An old book 
describes Archdeacon Stock in retirement : 

"He still does all he ca n to hel p the 
church of his choice. by assisting the Rev. 
Mr Coffey. at 5t Mark's. Every Sunday, 
when able. he visits the Alexa ndra Home 
in Hanson Street, and mini sters to the in­
mates. It is believed that Archdeacon Stock 
is an evangelical. He detests ritualism. and 
ca nnot understand by what authority the 
communion table is called an altar." 

The Parish Magazine made its first appear­
ance in 1889. The programme of pa rish activi ties 
was: 

Sewing Bee: Parsonage. Tuesdays, 2 o'clock. 

Working-men's Guild: Schoolroom, Mon­
days. 8.00 p.m. 

Temperance Meeting: Schoolroom, first 
Monday in month, 8.00 p. m. 

Temperance Meeting: Juvenile Branch. 
alternate Fridays. 7.00 p. m. 



Dorcas Society Workers: Infant schoolroom, 
Fridays, 2 o'clock. 

Sunday School Teachers: Last Monday in 
each month . 

Vestry Meetings: First Tuesday in each 
quarter. 

Holy Baptism: Every Sunday and Saturda y 
at 2.30 p.m. 

Holy Communion: Every Sunday at 8.00 
a .m.: first and thi rd Sundays of each 
month a t mid -day. 

Churching: Before Holy Ba pti sm. 

Daily Service: Wednesdays. 7.30 p.m.: other 
days 7.30a.m. 

Sunday School: Sussex Square- every Sun­
da y a t 3.00 p.m. 

Sunday Services: Morning. 11 .00 a.m.: even­
ing. 6.30 p.m. 

Parochial 
Sunday, 
Service 
Sunday 
p.m. 

Room, Newtown: Services­
Il.ooa. m. and 6.30 p.m.: Friday, 
and Choi r Practice 7.30 p.m.; 
School---cvery Sunda y at 3.00 

During 1889 the following comment was 
mad e about the church grounds : 

" If anvone remarks that the buildings 
are out of ord er or that the paths are bad. 
let him remember that he can aid in re­
med ving the defects. and that nothinlJ better. 
perhaps. can be done without out sid e assist­
ance. Let him remember that the uni t is 
the found ation of a ll society, and his con­
tribut ion is expected of him bv his Maker, 
who gave all to him . and \';' ill assuredl y 
reQuire an account of that use. Would that 
parish inner~ could bring themselves to com­
pa re what rhev sacri fi ce for God with what 
they freel v soend on suocrfluities and am use­
ments of life. and note the result:' 

-St Mark's P:uish Magazine, 
December 1889. 

rn Seoternbcr 1889 the maf!a7 ine incl uded 
a plan of Ihe i n ~ ;de of the church. which had 
been prepared "for rhe convenience of the 
ChuH'hwarclens. a nd will be found usefu l when 
explai n;no. the po~ition of seats as a pplica tions 
come in". As al read y mentioned . re~u la r 
parishioner~ pa id rent for their scats in church. 
and during the 1890s the Vestry passed the 
followi ng motion: 
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"That the churchwardens be requested 
to intimate to pcwholders tha t a ll seats un­
occupied when the second bell ceases are 
liable to be uti lised for strangers." 

A contract was let in Septem ber to Messrs 
Gray and Sea mer for £226 for the extension 
of the west end of the Sunda y School. 35-40 
feet were added. and upstairs classrooms were 
built over the main door. The architect was 
Mr F. Penty. 

Growth in the Newtown end of the pa rish 
led to the start of chu rch activity there, and 
this is referred to elsewhere. A Parochial Room 
wa s built and regular services and a Sunday 
School were held there. At the Annual General 
Meeting in 1890. "The Curate mentioned at 
the meeting that there had been more trouble 
in connection with the Parochial Room since 
its erection. than with any other part of the 
parish . If. however. a real effort were 
made. things wou ld mend. for while there is 
dissat isfacti on. no really bad feeling exists. and 
hence there is no reason for lett ing matters 
drif t from bad to worse." The Rev. J. W. 
Chapman. and in [89 1. the Rev. A. M. Brad­
bury. had duties mainly at the Newtown end 
of the parish. 

Earl y in 1892. General Synoo was held in 
Wellington, and some of the visitors to Wel­
lington for the Synoo came to St Mark's. 
"There were six sermons deli vered at St Mark's 
by the visitors. and all were admirable in 
thei r own sphere: that of the Bishop of Christ­
church was the most popular. that of the 
Bishop of Waiapu the most evangelical. that 
of the Dean of Waiapu th e most eloquent. 
that of Archdeacon Maclean the most lucid, 
that of the Rev. Mr Kempthorne the most 
instructive. that of Archdeacon Harper the 
most interesting. " 

On May 23. 1893. Bishop Hadfield held his 
last Confirmation at St Mark's before his 
retirement. 

" Possibly St Mark's Parish is regarded by 
the prima te with special affection. for it is 
more d irectl y the outcome of his own ini ti­
ation than any other parish. He took the 
necessary steps to constitute the d istrict. 
and has gradua ll v noticed its growth, so that 
what did not exist evein in name 20 years 
ago, stands. in respect of its Communicant 
and Sunday School Rolls. second. perha ps. 
to none in the Colony. There is a large and 
sti ll growing congregation, a good Church. 



and 5.5. Building. Nay, more, there is also 
the Newtown d istrict. with a compact little 
congregation read y for separation, and quite 
capable of supporling its own minister. No 
doubt the creation of this new cure wi[] take 
effect ere long. But it is to be noted that 
this new charge practically matured during 
Bishop Hadfield's occupancy of the See. TIle 
conditions of colonial life demand that a 
working interest and responsibil ity be bold y 
thrown on the Church people of any centre 
before they discover what capacity has been 
lying dormant amongst them. ' No man ha th 
hired us.' is an answer which the Church 
should lay to heart. " 
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Mr T. C. Webb, A.T.c.L.. was appointed 
Organist in 1893. He had been Organist at 
Rockhampton Ca thedral in Australia. but. 
finding the climate there very trying, came to 
New Zealand . Mr Coffey noted in the maga­
zine. "Any who wish to inspect his credentials 
are invited to ca ll al 51 Mark's Parsonage." 

In 1894 the Rev. Otho Fitzgera ld. son of 
Mr and Mrs J. E. Fitzgerald. was appointed 
Assistant Curate, with d uties centred on New­
town. At th is time also, the Rev. Willia m 
Ronaldson, who had been a missionary of the 
Church Mi ssionary Soc iety in the Wa irarapa 
40 years earlier, gave valued help in the city 
parishes, including St Mark's. 



Reminiscences Of The 1890s 

TH E Rev. Otho Fitzgerald was Assistant 
Curate 1894-96. In hi s autobiography 

Leaves from the Life of a Colonial Parson, 
published anonymously in 1943, he describes 
his time at SI Mark's: 

"After spending a few months under the 
specia l supervision of the A rchdeacon. I was 
appointed assistant to a clergyman in charge 
of a large city parish. Since tha t lime it has 
been my privilege to assist many vica rs in 
different pa rts of the world. but I honestly think 
that this man was the best parish priest I have 
ever come across. He was not only a very fine 
and eloquent preacher. bu t also a regular and 
consistent visitor. He did not confine his visits 
only to those people who appealed to him. 
without bothering about the rest, but went 
righ t through his parish so many times in each 
yea r. Th is was rather wonderful because it 
was a very large one. bu t he made a point, 
unless there wa s some good urgent reason for 
staying longer, of never staying more than 
10 minutes at each house. He had one other 
qualification which appealed to his pa rishion­
ers. namely. a very sympathetic nature. so 
that in any {'asc of troublc. sorrow or sickness. 
he wa s always welcome and helpful. He was 
very plain-spoken. never afraid. in Synod or 
anywhere else. of say ing exactly what he meanl. 

"For this reason. sometimes. he did not 
attract, on a first acquaintance, bu t once people 
got 10 know him they could not help loving 
him. 

"There is a grea t story told about him. 
when he first became Vicar of tha t parish. At 
fi rst he did not appeal, and the vestry thought 
he was goinq: to be a failure. so in the 
thoroughly Christ ia n way they have in some 
parts of the world. they bega n to starve him 
a liI. One Su nday when he got up into the 
pulpit. before he slarted his sermon. he said: 
'My dea r people. it is no good wasting your 
time in trying to starve me oul. because J am 
nO! going to move.' He stayed for over 30 
years. loved bv all. and died while sti ll vicar 
of Ihe pari sh. When his wi ll was read . it wa s 
found that a ll his money. after the death of 
his wife and sister. was to be used to bu ild 
a new church. and when this money eventuall y 
came to Ihe parish it mounted to over £30.000. 
Th is wa s the man under whom I was privileged 
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to serve and get my lrammg. which helped 
me more than I am able to express. 

"When I came to the parish the Vicar had 
been there for a good many years, and was 
we ll established in the lives and hea rts of his 
parishioners. 

"The pa rish had extended very rapidly. and 
it had been found necessa ry to build a mission 
room at onc end of the parish, and it was 
here tha t my own work principally lay. 

"There were a number of very keen church 
people associated wi th this miss ion. and they 
were very anxious that it shou ld be progressive. 
The vicar and vest ry of the pa rish chu rch on 
the other hand were not anxious for it to 
develop too rapidl y for fea r of injury to the 
mother church. 

"This state of affairs caused a certain 
amoun t of fri clion, so I had a rather difficult 
job to be loya l to my vicar and yet not dis­
hearten the mi ssion people 100 much. 

"When r had been there two years, I 
decided tha t the time was ripe for a church 
to be bui ll. Aft er a good deal of d iffi cul ty 
with the vest ry of the parish chu rch. I at last 
persuaded them to give their consent to thi s 
step forwa rd. They made. however, one stip­
ulation, thaI they would not be responsible fo r. 
or guarantee any debt. So that we had to be 
personally liable for the whole undertaking. 
But the people were thoroughly in ca rnest, 
the effort was wonderfully blessed. and at last 
the vicar was able 10 ask the Governor to la y 
the foundation stone and the church was bui lt." 

• • • 
In 1895 Mr Coffey raised the question of 

the introduction of candles on the altar. In 
order ·'to form a correc t opinion as to how 
he should act on this mauer. he invited p..1fish­
ioners to privatel y inform him whelher the 
existence of lighted cand les would prevent them 
communicating at the carty celebrations. -me 
opin ion of those who usua lly communicate at 
mid-day are not invi led . The change will not 
touch their practice", 

Laler in the year Ihe new Church of St 
Thomas'. Newtown. was consecrated, and the 
question of a different sort of light was raised . 



"One of the special fea tures o f 5t 
Thomas' is the introduction of the electric 
light. which no doubt. wi ll some day find its 
way into most of the city churches. Mr 
Dawson. a parishioner. was the electrician, 
and he avers that the new il lum inam ca n 
be util ised in creating heat in wi nter. [f thi s 
prediction ca n be fulfill ed then the chief 
objection to electric lighting will have 
va nished ." 

Anothel' fea ture of the new church was 
that there were no pew rents. in contrast to 
the mother church. 

In 1896 the Rev. H. L. Monckton became 
Assistant Curate. Whitsunday, May 24. was 
kept as the 20t h anni versary of the Consecra · 
tion of St Mark's. In the evening a service 
of thanksgivi ng wa s held to mark the fa ct that 
the last loan debenture had just been redeemed , 
and that the parish was now ent irely free of 
debt. Archdeacon T. Fancourt preached an 
appropriate sermon. and the Curate took the 
opportunity to tha nk all who had. in any wa y, 
assisted in the successful work of ex tingu ishing 
the debt. 

Mr L. F. Watkins became organ ist du ring 
1896. 51 Thomas' Church. Newtown. beca me 
the parish church of a new Parochial District 
when it was sepa rated from 5t Mark's on 
December 1. 1896. The Rev. J. de B. Galwey, 
an 'old boy' of St Mark's. was locum tenens 
unt il the return from overseas of the fir st vica r 
of the new pari sh. another 'old boy' of St 
Mark 's. the Rev. O. Fitzgerald . 

The Sunday School Hall was guued by 
fire at 1.00 a. m. on Sunday. June 27, 1897. 
The furniture. libra ry and piano were lost. as 
well as the choir robes. bu t the church escaped 
only because there was no southerly wind. The 
charred rema ins of the ha ll were sold for £4. 
The cause of the fire was never properl y estab· 
lished. but was believed to be arson. 

Because of the potential danger to the 
church. the new hall wa s built in front of the 
church. However. th is decision caused con· 
sidera ble difference of opinion. mainly on 
aesthetic grounds. but other sites had been 
considered. 

Probably the best site wou ld have been 
on the property later purchased from the esta te 
of the late Mr Maguire for £ 11.000. bu t wh ich 
in 1897 could have bee n pu rchased for £2.100. 
The churchwardens and vestry were. however, 
reluctant to saddle the parish with the liability 
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of th is amount in addition to the cost of the 
new buildi ng. 

Bishop Wallis dedicated the new ha ll on 
June I. 1898. At the lime. Mr W. J . Gaudin 
said . " Whatever objections might be raised 
against the si te. we now have a room which 
is second to none in the city." The archi tect 
was Mr J. Charlesworth and the bu ilder Mr 
E. Gray. The cost was more than £ 1880. in· 
surance money amounting to on ly £650. At 
a cost of abou t £ 158. a choir vestry and en· 
trance porch were added to the south side of 
the church vestry. 

An "All Nations Baazar" was held in the 
Drillshed. Magi nnity Street. one of the most 
ambitious efforts of the kind ever attempted by 
the parish. The net proceeds a mounted to £576. 
Half was used to payoff the debt on the new 
hall , and half went toward s the erection of 
a chu rchroom at Roseneath. 

In August 1899. the Rev. E. T. W. Bond 
became Assistant Cu rate. The September 1900 
issue of the Parish Magazine contained the 
following lleWS: 

"A presen tat ion was made on Monday 
the 20th ulto. to the Rev. E. T . Wynne 
Bond . Through the efforts of Mrs F. Stevens. 
a bicycle was purchased. and a considerable 
number of Parishioners were present to wit· 
ness the ceremony of presenta tion, and to 
show their sympa thy with the acl. T his 
machine will be useful in helping Mr Bond 
to visit the two Church rooms and the pari sh. 
ioners residing in Rosencat h and Ki lbi rnie. 
The steel pony is. therefore, more than 
bea utiful. it is conven iently usefu l. Its keep 
is little. and its speed is great. Mr Chatwin, 
recogn ising the fact that the cycle was a real 
piece. and a necessa ry piece of parish mach­
inery. proposed a vote of than ks to Mrs 
Stevens fo r her foresight and zeal in procur­
ing the necessary fund s. The instru ment is a 
"Star" and as the company behaved very 
handsomely in the sale price. their li bera lity 
was ment ioned by Mrs Stevens." 

A further addition to the church buildi ng 
was made at the end of 1900. when the west 
porch was added. The c03t of this wa s £174, 
and the contractor wa s Mr J . Delaney. 

During 1901. Mr and Mrs Coffey visi ted 
England. They left on St Mark's Day. accom· 
p..'lnied by the good wishes of the parishioners, 
expressed in no uncertain terms at the previous 
Annual Meeting of Parishioners. It had been 



arranged that du ri ng Mr Coffey's absence the 
Rev. Mr Pollock would be in charge of the 
parish, bu t he soon resigned, and the Rev. E. 
T. W. Bond, Assistant Curate, carried on the 
work. Mr and Mrs Coffey returned at the end 
of the year. grea tly benefited by thei r holiday. 
Wh ile in England. Mr Coffey pu rchased, as 
a present to the church. the handsome brass 
Cross now on the Altar of the Lady Chapel. 

Sta ined glass windows, one in memory of 
Archdeacon Stock, who died in September 
190 1, and on each side of it the St Mark and 
5t Luke windows in memory of the late Mrs 
J. E. Fitzgera ld. were insta ll ed in 1902. 

The Rev. J. G. S. Bartlett replaced the 
Rev. E. T. W. Bond as Assista nt Curate. The 
Rev. F. T. Sherriff returned to the parish during 
1903-04, helping at St Mark 's on the second 
Sund ay in the mon th when Mr Bartlett went 
to Kilbirnie. 

Elect ric light, for which tenders had origin­
ally been let in 1897. wa s installed in 1904 
at a cost of £114. The old gas fittings were 
lert in place as a precau tion in case of emer­
gencies. but were fi nall y removed when the 
"change·over"' of the electric supply (lID volts 
to 230) was made genera l throughout the city. 

From January I, 1905, All Sa ints'. Kit birnie, 
was a sepa rate Parochia l District. taking in 
not only the Kil biro ie part of St Mark's parish. 
but also the eastern part of 5t Thomas' Paro­
chial District. 

The Ladies' Sewing Gui ld presented the 
brass lectern to the church around this time. 

During 1905, much·needed improvements 
to the ground s were carried out under the 
voluntary supervi sion of Mr J . P. Firth . Head­
master of Well ington College. Iron ga tes were 
erected at the mai n entrance of the church 
ground s. Costing £47, they were made by 
Messrs Luke and Sons. 

In the May and September issues of the 
Parish Magazine. Mr Coffey explained two 
features of 5t Ma rk's: 

.. It is a very preva lent opi nion tha t a 
church in wh ich music is a pronounced 
fea ture. is to be classed as 'high'. while 
the chu rch tha t ha s a simple worship. whose 
music docs no t go beyond hymn singing, 
is 'low". There is no truth in these wide­
spread opi nions." 

'The very ancient custom of doing rev­
erence when tbe name of Jesus occurs in 
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the Service is only pa rtia lly observed in SI 
Mark's Chu rch. It is said to be too Popish, 
and hence persons who ca ll themselves 
Protestants decl ine to honou r their Saviour 
in th is fashion." 

Mr Coffey was not averse to commenting 
on the dress and behaviou r of his pa rishioners. 
Bishop Wa llis conducted the Three Hours' 
Service on Good Friday. 1898. and Coffey 
commen ted: "The Curate was pleased to notice 
'3. ma rked sobriety of head dress on the pa rt 
of the younger portion of Churchwomen. The 
elder women. who did not care to wear hats 
a nd a plain ribbon, wore their usua l bonnets, 
which are sca rcely in harmony with Lenten 
sever ity. It is to be hoped that the sober spirit 
of self·denia l in all things wi ll grow." 

Of those who go away at the time of the 
major Festivals. he wrote: "This habit of de­
serting the city at Ch ristmas and Easter is 
one step to apo.~tacy, and those who persist 
in it arc certainl y not tryi ng to please God, 
or spread His Kingdom." 

On one occasion in 1898. a group of boys 
'gate.crashed' a social; and some rul es for their 
conduct at future socials were made: " In the 
matter of tea-distribut ion boys must take a 
sea t in one of the transepts, and be attended 
to by a couple of men. the penalty of leaving 
the boy padd ock to be 110 tea. If lads dislike 
this arrangement they ca n stop away, a nd the 
adu lts will be able to enjoy themselves more 
q uietly." 

By 1906 it had become evident tha t Mr 
Coffey's health had begun to fai l. Under medi· 
cal advice, he took no services for severa l 
weeks. but la ter returned to work, with the 
comment: "During his illness the Cura te com· 
pleted his sevent ieth year in his life. his fortieth 
in the Mi nistry. and his thirtieth year in St 
Mark's Pa rish." 

In February 1907 a para lytic seizure de· 
prived him of the power of speech. his condi­
tion deteriorated. and he died on March 14. 

A few weeks la ter, the Annua l Report of 
the Churchwa rdens said: 

It is with the deepest sorrow and regret 
that your Vestry has to record the loss of 
the Rev. Richa rd Coffey. who died on March 
14th, after having been for over thirty yea rs 
in charge of this parish. At a special meeting 
of Parishioners held on April 5th. a resolu­
tion of condolence and sympa thy was ac· 



corded to his bereaved widow and sister, 
and il was decided 10 arrange for the erection 
of sui table memorials to our late Vicar , 

Following the death of Mr Coffey, the 
Assistant Curate, the Rev. J. G. S. Bartlett, 
was priest-in-charge. In 1909, the Chu rch­
wardens reported: 

The Vestry desires to place on record 
its high appreciation of the able and fai th­
fu l services rendered by the Rev. J. G. S. 
Ba rtlett during the past year. They feci that 
the parish was exceedingly fort unate in 
having Mr Bartlett to carryon the work 
during the illness. and since the dea th of 
the late Vicar. 

It was the wish of many parishioners that 
Mr Bartle tt should be the next Vicar. How­
ever, this was not to be, On February 16, 
1908, he wa s farewelled from the parish, on 
his appointment as Vicar of Oamaru . He was 
made a Life Member of the St Ma rk's Young 
Men's Club, and his portrai t was framed and 
hung in the clubroom. He recei ved a sub­
stantia l cheque from the parishioners and pre­
sentations from the Vestry, Choir and Young 
Men's Club. 

From February to Apr il , the Rev. H. J. 
Ed wards from Dunedi n was aCl ing Vica r. Help 
was given by the Rev. D. C. Bates and the 
Rev. D. H. Jenkins. 

On Sunday, April 26. 1908. Archdeacon 
T . Fa ncourt. Commissa ry for the Bishop. in­
stituted the Rev. A. M. Johnson as Vicar. 
The Churchwardens commented: "TIle Pari sh­
ioners are to be congratula ted on ha ving 
secured a Minister with so excellent a record 
as a pastor and a scholar." 

La ter in the year it was expected that an 
'old boy'. the Rev. Ralph Bray, would come 
from Dunedin to be Assistant Cura te, however 
he was not able to take up the appointment 
but gave valuable hel p to the parish during 
most of Februa ry 1909. 

1909 was a yea r of highlights. On Sunday, 
January 17. Bishop Wa ll is made Deacon 
in St Mark·s. G. V, Kendrick. W. Rai ne, C. 
E. O' H. Tobi n a nd H. Keremeneta. 

The Parish Magazine for February 1909 
comments: "The service created such an im· 
pression on the Maori candidate that he, in 
thanking us afterwa rds. declared. 'That wi ll 
be my Church in Poneke'." The Rev. C. E. 
O'H Tobin wa s appointed Assistant Cu rate 

19 

of 5t Mark's. and the Churchwardens reported: 
"We hope, now that we ha ve a fuller staff 
of clergy. progress will be made in establishing 
that personal touch between clergy and people 
that is essent ia l to the welfare of a pa rish." 

Gifts to other churches during the year 
were the old Lectern Bible, given to St Pa ul's 
Paraparaumu, after the new one presented 
by the Confi rmation candidates of 1907 had 
arrived: duplicate Sunday School library books 
were given "as a nucleus for a library at the 
Sunday School at St Mark's, Mangatainoka. 
between which church and ours are tics closer 
than those of a cOlllmon dedication"; a nd the 
old font. replaced by the CotTey Memoria l 
Font given to the Roseneat h Church room. T he 
old Lectern. given in 1877 by Lady Norma nby. 
wife of the Governor. had already been given 
to Roseneath. 

Three parishioners were lost in the wreck 
of the 'Pengui n' on February 13, 1909- "Mr 
Bird, a young st rong athl ete: Mrs Jacob, the 
stewa rdess, who worked to the last to save 
those in her charge: and Mr Underwood. a 
constant worshipper in St Mark·s." 

A new wing was added to the Sunday 
School Hall. Costing £282/ 10/5d. it was fi rst 
used on March 14. " It proves most useful an~ 
is most sa ti sfactory. We note. with pleasure, 
a ma rked improve ment in the number of child­
ren attending Sunday School." 

Memorials to the Rev, Richa rd Coffey were 
the pulpit, ded ica ted on May 3. 1908- the first 
sermon being preached by the Rev. J. G. S. 
Bart lett : the font. dedica ted on Ju ly 25,1909-
Mr Bartlett brought his first child. R ichard 
COlfey Bartlett . to be baptised in it: the mem­
orial cross for the grave a t Ka rori- the fi rst 
cross was lost when the "Star of Japan", bring· 
ing it to New Zea land, was wrecked off the 
west coast of Africa. When the font was dedi­
ca ted, the Vica r spo ke of the memorial s erected 
by parishioners a nd friends-the pu lpit. the 
memoria l of him as a preacher. strong. massive 
and powerful: the cross at Karori. the memoria l 
of him as a man- lhe text all the grave, "The 
blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanscth us 
from all sin:' wou ld remind them of the secret 
of his life: the Sunday School prizes would 
remind them of the patient and loving teacher; 
the font would be a perpetual memorial of 
him as a fai thful priest. administering the 
sacra men ts ordai ned by His Master with due 
honour and reverence. The remova l of the old 
font provided the opportun ity to dispel an idea 



that was current that under the font, provision 
had been made for baptism by immersion. It 
was quite clear to the members of the Vestry 
who went under the floor of the west end of 
the church that no such provision had been 
made. 

Another highlight later in 1909 was the fi rst 
Church Parade to be held at St Ma rk's, on 
Dominion Day, September 26. St Peter's had 
previously been the garrison church, and when 
Archdeacon Stock was the Vica r, parades for 
the forces were held there every Sunday. For 
ma ny years the Permanent Arti llery held 
month ly parades there. In fact, when the parish 
of St Mark's was separated from SI Peter's. 
the barracks, though wi thin site of SI Mark's. 
were kept in SI Peter's pa rish. so no chu rch 
pa rades were held at St Mark's. However. in 
1909, the Arti llery, of which the Vica r was 
chaplain, asked to hold their Dominion Day 
parade at St Mark's. The Dominion Scouts. 
most of whom had seen service in South Africa, 
attended also. under the command of Captai n 
Da lrymple. Major J. E. Hume was present 
with the Permanent Artillery. 

In 1910 there took place one of the im­
portant events in the history of the Church in 
New Zea land. 'The Mission of Help' was made 
up of about 17 priests and a layman assisted 
by some New Zea land clergy. They visited 
New Zealand at the invitation of the Bishops, 
and local committees arranged detai ls of the 
visit. Each member of the tC"dm worked sepa r­
ately and conducted Missions in various 
parishes. The Missioner at St Mark 's was the 
Reverend G. F. C. de Carteret, Vicar of East 
Greenwich, who also conducted Missions at 
St Mary's. Ka rori, AJ I Sai nts', Nelson and 
Gore. He later became Bishop of Jamaica 
1916·31. Services were held in the church at 
va rious times during the week of the Mission, 
and many people benefited from the Mission . 

The Vestry and Churchwardens of St 
Ma rk's recorded thei r tha nkfulness 10 
Almighty God for the spi ritual blessings 
that have descended from Hi m into our 
midst through the Mission. They gra tefully 
acknowledge their high appreciat ion of the 
earnest and devoted work of ou r Missioner, 
the Rev. G. F. C. de Carteret. 

During 1910. the new wi ng of the hall was 
opened a nd money was spent on repai rs to 
ch urch and vicarage. The Vestry reported that 
they "feel tha t this must be a consta ntly in· 
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creasing figu re on the ba lance sheet. both 
buildings being riddled with borer". The church 
was fitted with Welsbach lamps. and additions 
and alterations were made to the electric 
lighting. 

In J uly, the Pa rish Magazine was revived 
after six months. A branch of the Mothers' 
Un ion was started during the year. 

On March 25. 1911. the death occurred 
of Mrs Coffey. In her memory a brass tablet 
was placed in the chancel, and a handsome 
oa k cover was procured for the font. "These 
reflect the greatest credi t on the ladies of the 
Sewing Bee who ca rried th rough the scheme, 
and thus perpetuated the memory of their late 
President". 

In 1911. the Vicar, the Rev. A. M. Johnson. 
resigned to become Vicar of St Paul"s Pro­
Cathed ral. Mu lgrave Street. Unti l his successor 
was appointed, the Rev. H. Williams of Christ· 
church was priest. in,charge. The Assistant 
Cu rate, the Rev. C. E. O'H Tob in. left 10 
become Vicar of Pongaroa. 

The new Vicar was the Rev. C. F. Askew, 
who was insti tuted on December 15, 19 11. He 
brough t wi th him as Assistant Cura te the Rev. 
W. D. S. Ogden. who had been his assistant. 
and the Churchwardens commented tha t "their 
hearty co·operation wi ll thus con tinue to the 
benefit of the Pa rish". At Ihe sume li me. the 
Churchwardens stated : 

"Your Vestry is of the opinion the 
time has arrived when another Assistant 
Curate should be obtai ned to help in the 
vast amou nt of work necessa ry in this large 
and important Parish." 

As a result, the Rev. L. H. Fenn took up 
dut ies as Assistant Cu rate on Christmas Day 
19 12. having been selected by the Bishop's 
Commissa ry in England. The Rev. H. W. 
Thomson became Assistant Cura te in 1913, 
so for a time the parish had a Vica r and three 
assistants. However. the Rev. W. D. S. Ogden's 
work was centred main ly at Roseneath. Pro­
gress in this part of the pa rish was such tha t 
on J uly I. 19 15. Roseneath began its existence 
as a separate Parochial District. From 1915·21 
the Parish Magazine was a combined publi­
ca tion for both pa rishes. 

Although these were the dark days of the 
Fi rst World War, there were nevertheless some 
bright spots. 1917 was a notable year in the 
history of the pa rish. First of all, it saw the 



introduction of the Ca thed ra l Scheme, when 
the Vicar proposed the motion in Synod . The 
second big event wa s the opening of St Mark's 
Church School on September I I . The School. 
of course, ha s had a notable hislOry. and this 
has been wr itten about elsewhere. 

Assistant Curate 1917-18 was the Rev. W. 
A. Keay. a nd then the Rev. A. T. B. Page. 
Vicar of Manaia. ca me. Mr Keay died after 
a short ti me in the pa rish. From March 19 19 
until Janua ry 1921, Mr Page was acting Vicar 
while the Rev. C. F. Askew was away in 
England ra ising money for the proposed 
Ca thedra l. 

On the second anni versary of the Armistice. 
November II , 1920, a somewhat unique service 
was held . In add ition to celebrations of the 
Holy Communion in the morni ng, a solemn 
memorial service was held a t 10.30 p.m. to 
synchronise with the ceremony of the " Burial 
of the Un known Soldier" in Westminster 
Abbey. The Governor-Genera l. Earl Jellicoe, 
was present in his uniform as Admiral of the 
Fleet. and read the lesson. The service followed 
the Burial of the Dead. and at the end a 
bugler in the chancel sounded "The Last Post". 

The property on the north side of the church 
was purchased from the Maguire Estate in 
1922 for £11.000. The Cathedra l Trustees ad­
va nced the purchase money, which was even­
tually repaid from the Coffey Bequest. 1922 
was notable also because the Freewill Offering 
Scheme (Le . the "Envelope System") was fi rst 
introd uced in that yea r. The cred it for the 
success of this is due to Mr A. P. Wi ll ia mson, 
People's Churchwa rden, who spared no effort 
to make the scheme successful. During the 
first yea r. af ter 10 mont hs' operation. offertories 
increa sed from £456 to £741. and by the end 
of the second yea r had risen to £775. 

In February 1923. the Rev . C. F. Askew 
became Dea n of Nel son. a nd for the nex t three 
months the Rev. J. E. Blackburne, a retired 
priest. was acti ng Vicar. The new Vicar was 
the Rev. H . E. K. Fry. who arrived in the 
midd le of the year. 

The Wellington Diocese held a great Mis­
siona ry Exhibition in the Town Hall in J une. 
St Mark's was allotted the stall on Ind ia. 
Among the visiting Bishops was the Bishop of 
Dornaka l. Bishop Azariah, in whose diocese 
was working the Rev. David Samuel David. 
for whose support St Mark 's had taken the 
responsibility. Bishop Aza riah, who was the 
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fi rst Ind ia n to become a Bishop. preached at 
St Mark 's during hi s visit. 

Another highlight of 1923 was the visit of 
Mr James Moore Hickson, who came to New 
Zealand at the invita tion of the Bishops to 
conduct a Hea ling Mi ssion. Several parishion­
ers assisted at the Hea ling Mission he conducted 
a t St Paul's Pro-Ca thedral. He paid a second 
short visit in 1929, and conducted a short 
mission in SI Mark 's Parish. 

The Gi rl Guide a nd Scouti ng Movement 
were introduced to St Mark 's in 1924. Her 
Excellency Viscountess Jellicoe visited on July 
28, 1924, to enrol the company of Rangers. 
The St Mark's Boy Scouts T roop was enrolled 
on August 6. Si r Al fred Robin. the Chief 
Commissioner. addressed the boys. includi ng 
representatives from many of the ci ty a nd sub­
urban troops, on the meani ng of Scouting. Their 
colours, presented by Mr A. P. Williamson, 
were dedica ted at the 11.00 a.m. service on 
September 28, 1924. 

Early in Nove mber. it was announced that 
the Rev_ S. J . S. Groves had been appointed 
assistant curate, a nd would be arriving in the 
new yea r. No. 28 Ellice Street was purchased 
by the pa rish for him and his famil y. His 
vicar wrote from Engla nd: " His ministry here 
has been qu ite exceptionally acceptable to all 
our people: he is an earnest and hard-working 
priest: his preaching is excellent, and he has 
the gift of a bea utifu l voice." He was welcomed 
to the parish on Wednesday, March 18, 1925. 

The St Ma r~:'s branch of the Chu rch of 
England Men's Society was revived following 
the visit of Mr J. Snell. Dominion Secreta ry. 

St Mark 's Company of Girl Gu ides was 
enrolled by the District Comm issioner on July 
27 with Mrs S. J . S. Groves as Ca pta in. On July 
10. 1926, Lady Alice Fergusson donated their 
Company Colours. 

October 1925 sa w the reti rement of Sister 
Constance. who had been Deaconess for many 
years. 

At the 11.00 a.m, service on November 15, 
the Archdeacon of Welli ngton preached and 
dedicated a Li tany Desk. beautifully ca rved 
by Mr George Lin ley in keepi ng with the 
carving of the pu lpi t. the design havi ng been 
carefu lly copied . It was a memorial to the 
late Rev. W. A. Keay. Assistant Cura te 
19 17-18. 

On December 6, 7, 8. 9. a Mission to Young 
People was conducted by the Rev. T. Haslam, 



assisted by Canon H. Watson. A series of 
Palestine Moving Pictures was shown in chu rch. 

1926 was Jubilee Year. the yea r in which 
the parish celebrated the 50th anniversa ry of 
the Consecration of 5t Mark 's Church. Earl y 
in the year. the Vicar. the Rev. H. E. K. Fry, 
wrote : 

" [ would plead especially with all those 
who were trained in thei r churchmanship by 
that great Founder of 5t Mark's Church. 
the late Rev. Richard Coffey, the man whom 
all respected and whom very very many 
loved. If any have forgotten their loya [ty 
to the Church which he so strongly upheld , 
if any ha ve lost thcir hold on those ideals 
for which he sto<xl. is not 1I0W the time to 
rall y round the old Chu rch which meant 
so much to him , and which may yet mean 
so much to you?" 

Mr W. J. Gaudin wrote a com memorative 
booklet. 

May 21 was the actual day of the celebra­
tions. There were celebrations of Ho[y Com­
munion during the morning. and at 7.30 p.m. 
there was full .:horal Evensong. attended by 
a large congregation wh ich included many 
former p.."lrishioners. A feature of the service 
was n procession of former wardens and vest ry­
men. many of whom had gone to some trouble 
to be present. A specia l hymn. appropriate to 
the occasion, and a specia l IUne, was wrillen 
by the organist, Mr Laurence Watkins. The 
preacher was Bishop Sprott. The Festival was 
continued 0 11 Sunday, May 23 (Whitsunday). 
The Rev. Canon K. E. Maclea n. B.A.. Vicar 
of Havelock North. preached in the morning, 
and the Ven. Archdeacon A. M. Johnson. a 
former Vicar. Ht Evensong. On the following 
day, Monday, a social ga thering held in the 
parish hall was largely attended, both by pre· 
sent and by forlller pa rishioners. 

It was thought fitting tha t the Jubilee cele­
brations should culmina te in a Mission. and 
so Ca non Maclea n conducted a preaching 
mission from October 17-24. This proved a 
grea t blessi ng to the parish. and a great help 
and comfort to many pa rishioners. In 1926 
the S. P.C.K. in London published C"l non 
Maclea n's book. A Religion for Monday 
Morning. 

Another big cvcnt of [926 was the mag­
nificent service of the Domin ion Boa rd of 
Missions, held in St Mark 's on August 4. The 
Archbishop and all the Bishops of the Pro-
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vinccs were present. and the Bishop of Christ­
ch urch was preacher. "Since that service many 
have remarked tha t they look forward to the 
da y when such gatherings shall be of more fre­
quent occurence at St Mark's." 

On November 28. Archdeacon Johnson 
returned to dedicate a memorial tablet to Miss 
Frances Keith Payne. Matron of Wellington 
Hospital for 20 yea rs. The ta blet was placed 
0 11 the north wa ll. and wus subscribed by nurses 
of Well ington Hospital who trained under her. 

Beca use of the heal th of Mrs Groves. the 
Rev. S. J. S. Groves and f'UHily returned to 
England in February 1927. 

Mr Groves wus succeeded by the Rev. C. 
N. R. Mackenzie. Mr Mackenzie had gone to 
China as a missionary in 1900. just a t the time 
of the Boxer Rebellion, and was sta tioned at 
KWH nglung. He had many adventures during 
the 26 yea rs he spent in Ch ina. frequently being 
for long periods in reillote districts. He was 
engaged in famine relief work and was ship­
wrecked in the great typhoon in Hong Kong 
Harbour when about 10.000 people were 
drowned. In 1911. during the Revolution, he 
was hiding with his wi fe and infant daughter 
in a vi llage in the mountains for three weeks. 
They wer..: compelled to leave their ret rea t 
and were attacked by band it s, and looted of 
all they had wi th them. The band its onl y re­
frained from ("a rrying 01T Mr Mackenzie for 
ransom under the belief that a box containing 
books wa s fu ll of silver money. They carried 
the box fi ve miles before they diS(.~overed their 
mi stake. His pastowte included work among 
the lepers in the Pakhoi Lep::r Hospital. and 
he was Cha irman of the Chinese Church Cou n­
cil for S. W. Kwangtung. 

Unfortunately. Mr Mackenzie was not in 
the parish for long. His backgrou nd made him 
idea l for the posit ion of Missioner of the 
Chinese Mission in Well ington. However. he 
died in Jul y 1928_ after a period of ill-health 
and a few days in hospital . " He was one of 
those who never gave in unti l he absolutely 
had to do so." snid the Vica r. "nnd he never 
let p:.:oplc know how ti red and wenry he often 
mu~t have felt. He had made many friends 
;n St Mark's Parish." 

Another death of interest to the parish 
occurred when Miss Mnria Coffey died on 
February 6. 1927. nt the age of 71. The funernl 
was held in St Mark 's. nnd the Vica r remarked 
that "t hus another link wi th the past was 



severed. and that our prayer and aim should 
be tha t as these links become broken. so must 
we who are Jeft be forging new Jink s and main· 
taining the heritage and tradit ions of 51 
Mark's. which has been handed down to our 
trusC-. 

The Rev.Otho Fitzgerald. Vicar of Avon· 
sid e. Christchurch. and a former Assistan t 
Curate. lived in the Vica rage du ring January 
1928. and again during January 1931. 

From February I. the Rev. L. A. Barnes 
was Assistant Cu rate. be ing welcomed to the 

parish on February II. Mr R. L. Button 
rct ired as Su perin tendent of the Sunday School 
aftcr many yea rs. This was the ma in Sunday 
School. held in the afternoon . In 1928 another 
Sunday School was started. and this met at 
10.20.1.111. A Wolf Cub pack was opened during 
192~. The Girls' Friendly Society opened a 
new hostel in Vivian Street. and St Mark's 
pa rishioners subscribed toward s a room ded i· 
cated to St Mark·s. The hostel building still 
stand s. but is now put to anOlher use. 

In 1929. Mr J. M. Hickson paid a short 

5t Mark's Church and Hall. from inside Government House gates. 
- A lr.nmdl'r Turnbull Uhrar)' Pi1 (JIO. - E I·!'lIing I'ost Collection. 
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VISIt to New Zea la nd. and while here con· 
ducted a brief Mission in St Mark 's pa rish. 
He paid a return visit in 1930. 

The infant daughter of the Rev. L. A. and 
Mrs Barnes. Vaudi ne Marguerite, was baptised 
in St Mark's o n March 10. She is now a 
missiona ry teacher in Africa . As a than k· 
offering for their daughter's baptism. Mr and 
Mrs Barnes gave a handsome silver and glass 
conta iner fo r bread, for use at Holy Com· 
munion . 

The Annua l Missionary Than ksgiving Ser­
vice of the New Zealand Board of Missions 
was again held in St Mark's. in September 
1929. The preacher was Bishop Bennett, and 
the Lessons were read by the Bishops of Poly· 
nesia and Waiapu. The A rchbishop gave the 
Blessing. 

Mr IJames was appointed Vicar of 
Ohakune-Raetih i. and a lthough he did not 
leave St Mark's until a ft er Christmas. he was 
farewelled on November 29 . Mr W. J . Gaudin. 
Vicar's Warden. remarked jocularly that St 
Mark's trouble was that they seemed to get 
men who were too good as junior clergy, so 
good that they could never hold them for 
long. 

In Februa ry 193 1. the Rev. H . V. C. 
Reynold s became Assistant Curate. He was 
no stranger to the pa rish. as he was a member 
of the Sunday School and Bible Class fo r many 
years. A n inleresting feature of these yea rs 
was the number of you ng men of the 
parish who enlered the Sacred Ministry a t 
this time. Among them were K. F. Button 
(Deacon 1935. Priest 1936); H. Irving (Deacon 
1937. Priest 1939); E. W. Marks (Deacon 1932. 
Priest 1932); H . V. C. Reynolds (Deacon 1929, 
Priest 1930); E. O . Shie ld (Deacon 1936. Priest 
1937); K. R. R . Sma ll ( Deacon 1934. Priest 
1935); L. N. Watkins (Deacon 1927, Priest 
1928). 

Changes to (he interior of St Mark 's took 
place in September 1931 when the church. 
vicarage and school changed over from the 
o ld power to the new. The o ld gas filtings 
were removed . and the lighting in the choir 
and chancel was rea rranged, and this was an 
improvement on the o ld. 

On June 26, 1932. a somewhat unusua l 
event took place during the morning service. 
This was the baptism of eigh t young people 
'of riper yea rs'. 

Later in the year the Reverend D. C. Bates 
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prcscnted a Processional Cross. Th is was made 
from a piece of oak. ta ken when restora tion 
work was in progress. from Lincoln Cathed ra l. 
It was dedicated a t the 11.00 a.m. service on 
November 27. 

The Reverend H. E. K. Fry was appointed 
Vica r of Lower Hult, and left 5t Mark's in 
February 1933. tak ing with him to his new 
pa rish the Rev. H. V. C. Reynolds. to be his 
assistant curate there. too. The Reverend N. 
F. E. Robertshawe was insti tuted as the new 
Vicar on March 23. 1933. For a time there 
was no assistan t curate. and Mr E. O . Shield 
was St ipend ia ry Lay Reader. T owa rd s the end 
of 1933 he was awarded the first " Had fie ld 
Schola rship". which enabled him to proceed 
to Oxford University to st ud y for the Sacred 
Min istry. The parish was sorry to lose him. 
but he was replaced at the end of the year 
by the Rev. V. C. Venimore. who was made 
Deacon on December 21. He was a grandson 
of Mr Williams. a former member of St Mark's 
Choir. 

A no table event of 1933 was the Quad· 
rangular Rugby T ournament between Welling­
ton College, Nelson College. Chrisl's College 
and Wanganui Collegiate. which was held in 
Well ington in August. The four teams. their 
parents and friend s as well as Old Boys. were 
specia lly invi ted to the morning service in St 
Mark's on Su nday, A ugust 20. There was a 
la rge congrega ti on. The Vicar. an Old Boy 
of Wanganui Collegiate. preached on the tex t 
,, [ come not to send peace but a sword". The 
G overnor-General. Lord Bl ed isloc, was present 
and read the lesson. 

A few days later. the annua l Tha nksgiving 
Service of the Board of Missions was again 
held at 5t Ma rk's. The Bishops. a large number 
of clergy. and a full congrega tion made this 
a memorable service. Bishop West-Watson. 
Bishop of Ch ristchurch. was preacher. 

The common and preferred practice these 
days of performing ba ptisms ill the presence 
of the pa rish famil y at a pa rish service was 
a new idea in 1934 when. on Wh itsunday, two 
infants were baptised during the morning ser· 
vice. "Th is somewhat rare practice." it was 
sa id a t the time. "seems commendable in that 
new mem bers of the Church a rc received into 
the congregation in the presence of the can· 
grega tion itself." 

A column from the Chu rch Army in Eng­
land visited New Zealand in 1934. and 
following thi s. the Bishops of New Zealand 



decided in 1935 to invite the Clurch A rmy 
to slart a branch in this cou ntry. Members 
of the column conducted a Mission at St 
Ma rk's from November 18·25, 1934. Captain 
Beck, Sister Sudsbury and Probat ioner· 
Sister Olilds held daily services in St Mark's. 
On three week -nights. for the first time in the 
history of the parish. services were held in 
the streets (Tasman. Drummond and Queen 
Streets). the members of the congregation 
movi ng ou t in procession headed by the Pro­
cessionalCross. SiSler Sudsbu ry preached at 
Matins on Sunday, November 25. the first time 
the pulpit had been occupied by a woman. and 
then read the fir st lesson at Evensong. 

On February 6. 1935, their Excellencies. 
Lord and Lady Bled islQC, visited the school 
for the informal opening of the school in the 
new building. They visited the parish for the 
lasl ti me. before their term of office ended , 
on Sunday. Mar(~h 3, 1935. Immedia tely prior 
to Matins. the congregation met outside the 
church and . after a short speech by the Vica r. 
his Excellency spoke a few words of farewe ll . 
and especia lly commended the work of the 
Church Day School. His Excellency. according 
to his usual custom, read the Lesson. and both 
he and Lady Bledisloe remained for the Cele­
bration of the Holy Communion. 

The Silver Ju bi lee of the coronation of 
King George V, marked by a specia l issue 
of stamps, wa s celebrated by spec ial serv ices 
on Sunday, May 12. 1935. The Form of Service 
was that used at St Paul's Cathedra l. London . 
At Evensong. an an them. written for the 
occasion by the orga nist. Mr Laurence Walkins. 
was sung-"The King shall rejoice in Thy 
St rength". Th is anthem was sung al so in other 
churches. 

After bei ng Bishop of Wellington for 24 
yea rs, Bishop Sprott paid his final officia l visit 
on Sunday, October 27, 1935, for a Confir­
mation. 

The first commemora tion ~ervice in WcJ· 
lington to mark the death of King George V 
was held on January 22. 1936, The Vicar 
add ressed a large congrega tion. and the service 
was broadcast. 

Good Friday of that yea r was marked by 
a service of a rather unique character. At 
7.00 p.m. a Procession of Witness left the 
church. and proceeded up Adelaide Road. and 
via Dru mmond Street, Tasman Street and Rug­
by Street, back to the chu rch. Two short open­
ai r services were held en route. Besides our own 
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pa rish, Kent Terrace Presbyterian . Cam bridge 
Terrace Congregational. Vivian Street Baptist 
and Wesley Methodist Church. Tara naki Street. 
also took part. When the procession returned 
to St Mark's. a combi ned service was held, the 
church bei ng crowded. The preacher was the 
Rev. I). Pari s of Wesley Methodist Ch urch. 

From Apri l 26 to May 3, 1936, the Rev. 
Ca non H. Watson, Diocesan Missioner. con· 
d ucted a "Week of Renewa l". Dai ly even ing 
service.<; were held , and spec ia l chi ldren's ser· 
vices each afternoon. It was during thi s week 
that an incipien t fire was found underneath 
the ch urch. However. the fire brigade soon put 
it OUI. It was thought to have been caused 
by pa inters burning off old paint- litt le damage 
was caused. 

Later in the month the parish kept the 
Diamond Jubilee of the Consecra tion of the 
Chu rch. Anni versary Day coincided with 
Ascension Dav. In the afternoon the Vicar 
and his wa rden. Mr G. W. Barltrop. visited 
Mr J . A. Pl immer. the sole su rviving member 
of St Mark's fir st vestry. Then li ving in Khan· 
dallah. and in his 90th yea r. Mr PJimmer was 
very pleased at the visil. At Festa l Evensong. 
the congregation included Mr Justice Page and 
Mrs Page. Mr Page had been baptised in St 
Mark·s. and his father. Mr J. E. Page, was 
an ea rly churchwarden. The Rev. E. M. 
McLevie. Vicar of the daughter pa rish of St 
Barnabas'. Roseneath. read the second lesson. 
the Vica r preached, and retiring Bishop Sprott 
gave the blessing. 

On the fo ll owi ng Su nday, the Rev, D, J. 
Davies. Vicar of the daughter parish of AJi 
Saint·s. Kilbirn ie. preached in the morning, 
and Ca non Ilercival E. James. Vicar of St 
Paul's. and Archbishop's Commissa ry. in the 
evening. 

A social evening was held on the Tuesday, 
and many present and former parishioners 
attended. and the parish hall was crowded, 
Among the visitors were many whose con· 
neclions with SI Mark's went back to its ea rl iest 
times. Before the social. 60 strokes were 
sounded on the church bell by Mr A. J . S. 
White. a member of the vcst ry-one for each 
year of the ex istence of the parish. During the 
evening it was pointed out that the oldest sur­
viving vestryman was Mr J . A. Plimmer of 
Khanda llah. and that the oldest surviving 
churchwa rden was Mr G. N. Baggett of Auck· 
land. It was resolved with accla mation that the 



fraternal greetings of the gathering be sent to 
both. 

In 1936 the Assistant Cura te. the Rev. V, 
C. Venimore, left for a short time as Assista nt 
Curate at All Sa ints', Palmerston North . before 
going overseas. 

A ga rage was bui lt by voluntary labour 
at a cost of £3 I 17/2d. 

An interesti ng anni versa ry of 1938 was the 
Diamond Wedding Anniversary of Mr and Mrs 
Charles Howa rd. Mr Howa rd had been a ha rd ­
worki ng pa rishioner. and his was believed 10 

be Ihe first diamond celebration of a wedd ing 
solemn ised in 51 Mark 's Church. 

T he Rev. I. C. Edwards wa s mad e Deacon 
by Bishop Holland on December 18. 1938, 
and was a ppointed Assistant Cu rate of 5t 
Mark's. At the sa me ordinat ion. the Rev. T. 
V, Pea rson, la ter to be Vicar of St Mark's, 
was ordained Priest. Mr Edwards left in 1942 
to become Assista nt Curate of Masterlon. The 
Rev. H. C. Arnold was curate 194 1·44. Th irteen 
yea rs were to elapse before there was another 
curate. 

St Mark's Church. 1964. 
- SOUfir Pacific Plr%s. 
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The Vicar, the Rev. N. F. E. Robertshawe, 
was appointed an Honora ry Ca non of St Paul's 
Cathedra l in 194 1. an honour given to a former 
Vica r of St Mark 's. the Rev. H. E. K. Fry, 
in the followi ng year. 

During 1950, a Lady Chapel for week-day 
services was made in the north a isle of the 
church. 

In May 195 1 the parish kept its 75 th anni­
versa ry and . with var ious events, it was 
"celebrated in a worthy manner". At the com­
memoration service. the St Mark's choir was 
assisted by the choirs of SI Peter's. St Thomas', 
and St Barnabas'. A special Teach ing Mission 
was held throughout the Diocese in Septe mber 
and October. For six weeks specia l sermons 
were preached. each Evensong bei ng followed 
by d iscussions in the parish hall. The services 
were well attended and grea tly appreciated 
by parishioners. 

Ca non Robertshawe kept the 40th an niver­
sa ry of his ordination on St John the Baptist's 
Day. June 24. 1953. and la ter in the month 
a presentation was made to Mr and Mrs W. 
J. Gaud in . Canon Robertshawe resigned in 
1954 aft er 21 yea rs at 5t Mark's, and in May 
beca me Vicar of Mart inborough. On June 3. 
1954, the Rev. T. V. Pearson. Vicar of Otaki , 
was instituted and inducted as Vica r of 5t 
Mark's by Archbishop R. H. Owen. 

III December 1954. the parish farewelled 
the Rev. W. 5. Southwa rd and Mrs Southward , 
who were leavi ng for Oamaru . His successor 
as Genera l Secretary of the Boa rd of Missions. 
the Rev. C. W. Haskell . was welcomed ea rly 
in 1955. 

Evidently the parish was making progress. 
for this motion was passed a t the 1955 Annual 
Gen::ra l Meet ing of Parishioners: 

"That this Annual Genera l Meeting of 
the Parishioners of the Church of St Mark's 
record its deep apprecia tion of the work 
of the Vicar. Rev. T. V. Pearson. in increas­
ing the spiritual tife of the pari sh and in 
promot ing increased attendances and mak ing 
St Mark's a live and progressive Ch urch." 

A parish supper was held to welcome Miss 
Barhara Best as Parish Assista nt. in February 
1956. At the sa me time. Mr Ja mes Harkett. 
Lay Reader. was farewe lled before going to 
College House. Ch ristchurch. to study for the 
Ministry. 

The 80th ann iversa ry of the parish wa s 
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celebrated in May 1956. It was a ttended by 
former Vicars Ca nons Fry and Robertshawe. 
and by a former curate. Archdeacon Reynolds. 
On September 30. Captai n John Gregg. CA.. 
and Mrs E. Gregg, C.A .. were commissioned 
to conduct a Church Army Mission in the 
parish. 

During 1957 a fund ra isi ng ca mpaign with 
the theme "Our Forward Move" was conducted 
in the parish by the Wells Orga nisa tion. The 
canvas was led by Mr F. Hutchens, who arrived 
in April. A Loyalty Dinner was held in the 
Winter Show Buildings on May 16. The can­
vas was planned to raise nearly £40,000. 
General Chairma n was Mr A. J . Mack. Dr 



A. C. D. Parsons was Canvas Com mittee 
Chairman. Mr L. Whale was Teams Cha irman. 
Mr A. E. Davenport was Initia l Gifts Chair­
man, and Mrs J . B. Ha rrison the Hostess 
Chairman. The money was required for: a 
curate. his stipend and accommoda ti on: re­
bui lding, demolition. si ting a new Vicarage: 
repainting; general amenities. missions. A 
Thanksgiving Service wa s held on the cvening 
of June 12. 

At least onc of these objects was achieved 
later in the year when a former parish ioner 
and lay reader. Mr J. P. A. Harkell. was made 
Deacon by Archbishop Owen on December 
21 and became curate at St Ma rk ·s. At the 
time of his officia l welcome on February 9, 
1958. Mr W, J , Gaudin was farewelJed on 
his departure for theologica l college. Ea rly 
in [960 Mr Harkett beca me curate of Karori­
Makara. He was fo llowed by another former 
parishioner. the Rev. B. N. Davis. made Deacon 
by Bishop Rich on February 2, 1960. 

An in teresting preacher at a special Even­
song on August 6, 1958, was the Priest of the 
loca l Greek Orthodox Church, which is situa­
ted wi thin the parish- the Rev. Elia s 
Economou. 

The Rev. T. V. Pea rson left at the end of 
July 1960 to become Vicar of Gisborne in 
the Diocese of Waiapu. In return, the Rev. 
M. L. Calder ca me from Waipawa in that 
Diocese to be the new Vica r of St Mark·s. 
He was instituted and inducted by Bishop Rich 
on September 8, 1960, just a fortnight before 
the Enthronement of the Right Reverend H. 
W. Baines as Bi shop of Wellington. 

At the 7.00 p.m. service on December 10. 
1961. the Vicar dedicated the new choi r robes. 

The Rev. Brian Davis left in 1962 to follow 
his predecessor at St Mark's as cu rate of 
Karori-Makara, and was later first Vicar of 
the New Parochia l District of Karori West­
Makara. He is now Dean of Waiapu . After 
a period when there was no curate. the Rev. 
J. K, Belli ngham came for 1964-65. He mini ­
stered to the parish during the time when the 
new ch urch was being bu ilt. and wh ile the 
Vicar was in hospital undergoing surgery. 

Highlight of 1963 was the laying of "the 
Foundation Stone of the new church on Decem­
ber 21. 1963. Highlight of 1964 therefore. was 
the Dedication of the completed bui ldi ng on 
November 28. The old church was demolished 
early in 1965. one of the 'finds' being the 
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relics buried below the church at the time 
of the addition of the west end some 75 years 
previously. The si te of the old church was 
used for the new vica rage. A Special General 
Meeting of Parishioners on November 17, 1965, 
authorised the Churchwardens and Vestry "to 
proceed with the preparation of plans and 
worki ng drawings for the construction of a 
new Vica rage and Parish Office". The architect 
was Mr R. W. Pierce of Messrs Pierce and 
Moore, Arthitects. n le Vica rage family moved 
into the new house in June 1967. 

The completed organ wa s dedicated by the 
Vica r all September 17. 1966. Tn July 1968 
the Vica r annou nced that the parish was to 
receive a residual legacy from the estate of 
Mrs Jessie Wheatley, that would enable the 
debt of $19.000 rema ining on the church to 
be paid in full. Arrangements were therefore 
made for the consecration of the church on 
November 30. 

Since the parish has had no curate. 
help has been given by Honorary Assista nt 
Priests. the Rev. W. Bell (1 963-67), the Rev. 
W. W. Robinson (1968-69). the Rev. M. C. 
Bent (1970-74). The Rev. W. W. Robinson 
was General Secretary of the New Zealand 
Anglican Boa rd of Missions. and went to 
Dunedin to be Bishop. and the Rev. M. C. 
Rent a lso worked with the Board of Mi5.-c;ions. 
He is now Vicar of St Mary's. New Plymouth . 
and Archdeacon of Taranak i. The Rev. R. G. 
Kirby became Headmaster of St Mark's Church 
School and Honorary Assistant Priest in 1971. 
In the following yea r. the Rev. S. D. McConchie 
retired as Vicar of the daughter parish of Wel­
lington South. and became Honora ry Assistant 
Priest al St Mark's. 

Durin!! May-June 1974. the Vicar. the Rev. 
M. L. Calder. visited South Afri ca as a guest 
of the Govern ment. On November 28, 1974. 
the parish celebrated the first 10 yea rs since 
the ded ication of the new church. There was 
a large con!!regation at Holy Communion at 
5.30 p.m. and a Love Feast followed. Those 
present sir;ned the Visitors' Book. 

1975 was notable for the launching of 
Cen ten nia l Yea r in May. The Vica r aga in made 
an overseas trip. this time as the guest of the 
Israeli Government. Stones that he collected 
while in the Holy Land are displa yed in the 
narthex of the church. and water which he 
collected from the River Jordan was added 
to the water used for baptisms during the 
centenn ial yea r. 



Today the pa ttern of worship continues, 
with the 10,00 a, m. Sunday Eucharist the main 
service of the week a nd, with 8.00 a. m. Holy 
Communion a nd 7.00 p. m, Evensong each Sun­
day, parishioners have a choice of services. 
Highlights each yea r are the Service of Nine 
Lessons a nd Carols and Ca ndlelight Procession 
at Christmas, the Palm Sunday Procession of 
Victory. the Easter Lessons and Ca rols on 
Low Sunday. the School Service each term, 
and the a nnual Confi rma tion and First Com-
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munion of the Newly-Confirmed. The visitor 
to St Mark 's on the Festivals of Ch ristmas 
Da y and Easter )fay finds the church largely 
empty of its regular worshippers, who leave 
Wellington to return to their homes out of 
town for the long weekends a nd holidays. St 
Ma rk 's worshippers come from many parts 
of Wellington, and a significan t number have 
ties outside Welli ngton. but a faithful core still 
li ve close to the chu rch and with in the parish 
bounda ries. 



Rebuilding 

D OUBTS abou t the stability of the church 
were ex pressed compa ratively soon after 

the church was completed. Some 30 yea rs 
later the Coffey Bequest ga ve material suppo rt 
to the idea of rebuilding the chu rch in per· 
ma nent ma teria ls. Rebuilding was, in some 
fo rm o r another, considered ma ny times du ring 
the next 60 years. 

CATHEDRAL 
Present day Wellington Anglicans arc 

famil iar wit h 51 Paul's Ca thed ra l in Moles­
worth Slree\. The dedication of the completed 
portion in 1972 mar!' cd the climax of morc 
than 130 years' planning- planning which 
bega n even before Wellington beca me a Diocese 
in 1858. 

Few, however. wi ll know that the Cathedral 
wa~ nea rly built on the site of 51 Ma rk 's, 
that it was to ha ve been dedica ted to 51 Ma rk. 
a nd that the pa ri ~h still possesses a drawing 
of the proposed Cathedral. 

The Rev. C. F. Askew, Vica r of 5t Mark's, 
aroused th e Dioce~a n Synod in 1917 to such 
a .~ I alc of ent husiasm about building a 
Ca lhed ral Ih a t Ihe debate ended with everyone 
standing a nd singi ng Ihe Te Deum. 

There wa~ £1 7.000 in hand lowa rds the 
cost of Ih e ca thedra l. including the va lue of the 
site purchased ea rl ier in Tara naki Street. Mr 
Askew suggested that the Ca thedra l be bui lt 
on the site of St Ma rk 's. for then the Coffey 
Beoue~ t for rebuildin'! St Ma rk's cou ld be 
used fo r bui ldin~ the Cat hedra l. He also pro­
posed to link Ihe Cat hedral with a Na ti onal 
Wa r Memorial. bv incl udi ng a Milil a ry Chapel 
in which would be comme mora ted Ihe names 
of a ll men and women of the New Zea la nd 
fo rces who had g iven their lives in the War. 
So inler-related were the concepts of Ca thedral 
a nd War Memoria l. that the prol)O~ed building 
bet:ame known as the Memoria l Cathedral. 

A Comm illee was set up by Synod. Mr 
Askew was a ppoi nted ca mp.:'lilln o rg:aniser. and 
a n appeal was made for funds. Mr Askew 
hiphl v reC'Ommended to the committee a n 
elderlv a rchitect. Mr Frank Peck . F.R.I.B.A.. 
a nd wa ter colou r pictures of a very grand 
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and ornate building in the G othic style. a n 
architectural masterpiece to riva l tha t a t 
Rheim s, were prod uced. 

Although there was grea t enthusiasm. 
nevertheless. from Ihe beginning, several fac­
to rs were against the scheme. First. was the 
Cathed ral to be a t the Thorndon end of town. 
or not? There were those who believed it 
should be at Thorndon. Second. costs were 
prohibitive. The basic cost to be 5300.000. 
but by 1920 the to ta l cost was estimated at 
being nea rer $800,000. [n fact. by 191 9. 520,000 
had been received, and a no ther $50,000 pro­
mised . a nd many 51 Mark's pa rishioners were 
amon~ the donors. A rev ision of the design 
in 1925 to keep the cost to 5300.000 fa iled to 
raise more money. a nd the planned Ca thedral 
was deferred. T hird. the general feeling was 
not favourable. and when the War ended. Mr 
Askew made an error of judge men t. A t his 
own expense he visited England. from 1919 
to Janua ry 1921, hoping to arouse interest. and 
to collect funds for the Memorial Chapel. He 
succeeded in having a letter published in The 
Times, and co11ccti ng a n interesting bu ndle 
of war troph ies. fl ags. and pieces of stone from 
famous cathedra ls, bU I very little money. While 
he was awav, the e nthusiasm wa ned . and he 
returned to find tha t very little or no thing had 
been done in his absence. People felt the 
whole plan was too ambitious. 

rn the neighbouring parish of St Ba rnabas'. 
Roseneath, the Vicar invited the ladies of the 
parish to hea r Mr Askew talk about the pro­
posed Ca thedral genera 11y. and the Military 
Memoria l Chapel in pa rticular. on a Wed­
nesday a fternoon in J une 1922. However. no 
one came. a nd Archdeacon Innes Jones 
lamented that "The only conclusion that I 
ca n come to is that either my people have lost 
all interest in War Memoria ls o r else they do 
no t read my monthl y letter" . 

ft is recorded tha t Mr A skew went to his la st 
Cathed ral Com mittee meeti ng wi th the offer of 
the Deanery of Nelson in his pocket. and that 
after the meeting his accepta nce of the offer 
was soon in the mail. The Cathedra l sche me 
was set to one side once more. It should be 
added that having become Dean of Nelson 
Mr Askew was instrumenta l in having built 



the fi rst pan of the present Ca thedra l. the 
a rchitect being Mr F, Peck. 

A fourth factor was criticism of the 
"Mi li tary Chapel" concept. beca use it would 
not reall y be the intended national memoria l 
while it wa s merely a part of an Anglican 
Cat hed ral. As 11 result. a War Memoria l 
Ca rillon Society was formed in 1925, with 
the ex press intent ion of erecting a non­
denominationa l Hall of Memories a nd Mem­
orial Carillon. a ttached to the Dominion 
Museum and Art Gallery. The Memorial was 
not completed unti l 1964. 

The Cathedral Scheme was not wi thout 
long-ter m beneficial results for St Mark's. Fi rst. 
Mr Askew arranged in 1922 for the purchase 
for $22.000 of the Maguire Estate. adjoin ing 
the church property. This would have provided 
the extra space required for the Ca thedral. 
and the money to purchase it was from the 
Cathedral Fund. In fact. the purchase of this 
property made possible the subsequent develop­
ment of St Mark's Church School. Second. the 
Cathedral was eventuall y built. between 1954 
and 1972. a t the Thorndon end of the city. 

In 1935 the Vicar advised the Vestry that 
at the next Synod he would seek the estab­
lishment of a com mittee to consid er the cele­
bration of the Wellington and Dom inion 
Centena ry in 1940. Personally. he favoured 
the marking of the occasion with the start of 
a Cathed ral on the St Mark 's site. or at least 
slaning the rebu ilding of the ch urch. which 
was becoming more cost ly to mainta in. The 
motion was adopted. and Messrs Baritrop and 
Kennedy represented SI Mark's on the Cen· 
tenary Committee. Synod. however. decided to 
promote a centenary appeal for a Cathedral 
at Thorndon, and so the Magu ire esta te was 
released for school use. and the Coffey Bequest 
and St Mark 's site for the rebuilding of St 
Mark's Chu rch. 

REBUILDING 
The Annua l Meeting of Parishioners de­

cided in 1937 that the time had come when 
the rebuilding of the church should proceed. 
bu t World Wa r II ca used the proposal to be 
deferred . 

In 1943 Canon Robertshawe suggested the 
preparation of sketch plans for a new chu rch 
should be proceeded with when peace ca me. 
Considerable discussion took place during the 
next few years about whether to rebuild or 
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ca rry out ex pensive ma intenance and repairs, 
and in the end a special general meeting o[ 
pa rishioners approved in princi ple the addi tion 
to the chu rch of a Lad y Chapel a nd Warden's 
Vestry, together wi th some maintena nce. 

Rebui lding appea red to be more desirable 
in 1952, and it was decided to establish a 
IJ<1ri sh property plann ing comm ittee. In 1955 
the Plann ing Commiltee prod uced a report 
on church reb uilding which was d iscussed at 
a specia l meeting of parishioners in Apri l 1956. 
It was decided that renovat ion was out of the 
question. and so one of the objectives of the 
Wells Fundraising Ca mpaign in 1957 was the 
rebui ld ing of the church. 

PROPOSED CHURCH 
By December 1956. Mr J. Hall-Kenny, 

of Hall -Kenny and Partners. had been chosen 
from several recommended archi tects. It was 
envisaged that the proposed new church be 
grouped around a courtyard. with access from 
Patterson Street. 

The model of the proposed church was 
shown to 200 people who attended a special 
general meeting of parishioners in October 
1958. Plans, specifica tions and quanti ties were 
prepared, and the architect was au thorised to 
ca ll tenders, and when these were received in 
February 196 1. it was agreed tha t they were 
unacceptable, as they were too high. The tota l 
cost was to be $298.000, and even 10 modi­
ficati ons suggested by the arch itect on ly brought 
the cost down to S2 12,OOO. 

So, a t a special general meet ing in June 
1961, it was resolved "Tha t this meeting wi th 
deep re'!ret agrees 10 abandon Ihe proposed 
design for the new St Mark 's". 

NEW DESIGN 

A widened Planning Committee, later 
known as the Rebu ilding Commillce, was set 
up in 1961. and by April 1962 had made 
progress with the a rchitect lowa rds a second 
design for a chu rch . In October. the new plan 
and a model were shown to a special genera l 
meeting of parishioners. The proposed church 
wa s to be sited in such a wa y that the ex isting 
church could cont inue in use until the new 
church was completed . In August 1963 the 
Vestry resolved tha t the architect be instructed 
to cal1 tenders. and in October at a special 
meeting of parishioners, the following motion 
was carried unanimously: 



DemOl ition of old Par sh Hall, October 1963. 

That thi s meeting of parishioners. on 
the recom mendation of the architect. Mr 
Hall-Kenny, accepts the tend er of Messrs 
Leon Domanski Construction Ltd .. and of 
(65,566 for the building of a /lew church 
and hall and requests the vestry: 

(I ) To proceed to put the work in train , 

(2) To work in conjunction with the finance 
commi ttee 10 expedi te Ihe raising of 
the ba la nce of the money, estimated at 
approximately ( 15.000. 
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The same meeting dec ided. amid applause. 
to ask Her Excel lency Lady Fergusson to lay 
the Foundat ion Stone of the new ch urch, "Lady 
Fergusson was chosen:' sa id the Vicar. "nOI 
only beca use of her station. but because she 
has ident ified herself so gracefu lly wit h the 
p<lri sh fam il y. " 

No time was lost in getti ng under way. 
"We held all after-church supper on the Su nday 
night, a worki ng bee on the Monday night to 
clea r the haiL T he contract was signed on 
Monda y, oflicial Diocesa n approva l was given 



On Tuesday. and on the Wednesday the bull­
dozer moved in." said the Vicar. The contract 
called for Ihe whole project to be finished 
withi n 12 months. 

FOUNDATION STONE 
The /lew church had already begun 10 rise 

when the foundation stone was laid on Sat­
urday. Dec.-ember 21. 1963. Gusty winds forced 
most of the ceremony to be held in the old 
church. and they certainly emphasised the need 
for a new church. Throughout the service. the 
limbers of the 88-yea r-old church creaked 
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audibly and ominously. T wice a heavy door 
clanged loud ly when its latch slipped. Lady 
Fergusson. accompanied by the clergy. left the 
chu n;h briefly to place the foundation stone. 
whi le the congregation remained inside. The 
Bishop. the Right Reverend H. W. Baines, 
blessed the stone. As she returned to the chu rch. 
Lady Fergusson was presented wi th a large 
Prayer Book by the bui lder. Mr Leon Doman­
ski. Th is book was later returned to the parish 
fo r use as the Al tar Mi ssa l in the new church. 
The Preface to the service was read by the 
Vicar. who also preached . The Lesson was 

, 

Her E.cc!lency. Lady Fergusson lays the Foundation Stone o f the new St Mark·s. December 21, 1963. 
- E"fning Post Photograph. 
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The Foundat ion Stone-'well and truly laid' . 

re..,d by the Assistant Bishop, the Right 
Reverend G. M, McKenzie, and the Blessing 
was given by Bishop Baines. Ca non Robcrt­
shawe. a former Vicar. was among those 
prcscnt. 

During 1964, the building proceeded apace. 
TIle dimensions of the hall became apparelll 
before those of the church, and by July, it 
was virtually complete. By August, the roof 
was on the church, and the cross on the apex 
in place. However. there was a crisis in Holy 
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Week that year, when a northerly ga le with 
winds of 80 m.p. h. SCIll more than 30 sheets 
of roofing iron fl yi ng from the roof of the 
old church . 

fiNA L SE RVICES IN OLD ST MARK'S 
The last Sunday in old St Mark 's was 

Sunday, November 22. 1964. TIle Il.ooa.lll. 
serv ice of Matins was broadcast. and the Vica r, 
in his sermon. addressed himsel f to former 
parishioners in all parts of the country. After 
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SI Mark's Church and Hall under construction-c<,r:y 1964. 

the service. the Vicar. Churchwardens and 
others d rove to Karori Cemetery where they 
placed a wreath on the grave of Richard 
Coffey. 

At 
use III 

placed 

Evensong. silver 
th e new church 

on di splay after 

and need lework for 
were ded icated and 
the service. 

The final Communion service was a mid­
week service held on Thursday at 10.00 a.m. 
It wa s held at the H igh A ltar, and not in the 
Lady Cha pel. T here were 67 Communicants. 
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DEDICATION OF NEW CHURCH 
The service of Ded ica ti on or the new church 

took pl ace on Sa turday. Noven,ber 28. 1964 . 
and began at IO.OOa. m. when the bell ra ng 
briefly to announce the arri va l of the Governor­
General. Sir Bernard Fergusson. a nd Lady 
Fergusson . 

The actual service bega n in the old church. 
with an Act of Tha nksgiving for the past. 
and the solemn sentence of De-consecra tion 
read by the Bishop. the Right Reverend H. 
W. Ba ines: 



" By virt ue of the authori ty committed 
unto me, I now declare that this Church 
building is deconsecra te. In the Name of 
the Father. and of the Son. and of the Holy 
Ghost. Amen. 

"This declaration a ll Ch ristian people 
sha ll with qu iet minds receive and obey." 

This was heard by worshippers in the new 
church through a loudspeaker. After this brief 
rite the Bishop's procession moved from the old 
church down to the new. There the Bishop 
was met by the Churchwardens and vestrymen, 
who asked him to proceed wi th the dedica tion. 
The Bishop's procession moved in to the new 
church . and the ded ica tion commenced. The 

Lesson. Hagga i 2: I -9. wa s read by Sir Bernard 
Fergusson~the Prophet said " the glory of this 
la tter house shall be greater than the former". 

In his address. the Bishop said of the new 
church: 

"To do the job properly. it must not 
on ly be freely wrought wi th available mater­
ial: not onl y ma tch a consistent and 
acknowledged purpose and serve the func­
tions of that pu rpose: it must also be 
senSiti ve 10 the relations between the 
Christian society and the genera l com­
munity. " 

The church was bu il t in the paradoxes 
of the awful and the int imate: austere and 

51 Mark's Church-interior nearing completion, late 1964. 
- En'lIillg 1'0$1 PhOlograph . 
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humane. lofty and humble. "In this light 
we offer this as a shrine of Christ. set upon 
a hill where it cannot be hid . We offer it 
to be the house of the people of God who, 
when they come. will be renewed in His 
obedience and when they go will follow 
the Qlrisl wherever he goes." 

Bishop Baines asked the parishioners 
to think no thought of God in the new 
chu rch tha t was not of the true Christ. 
"Utter no word, perform no act. offer no 
sacrifice, convene no society that is not of 
Jesus. Find only in 5t Mark 's such truths 
as belong to Jesus. use only such worship 
of God as honours Jesus," he sa id . 

About 200 worshippers in the old church, 
the parish hall. and the school assembly hall 
watched the entire proceedi ngs through the 
closed circuit television system. 

The followi ng morning the dedication was 
consummated by the celebrat ion of the Holy 
Com munion by Bishop Baines. 

In the even ing the Vicar preached to a large 
congrega tion. He referr::d to world conditions 
generally. and said that a manifestation of the 
spirit of the age was the fact that a man who 
ran a Totali sa tor Agency Boa rd was paid more 
than "our A rchbishop". 

"This is our sense of values." s.'l.id Mr 
Calder. "The church itself needs sha king 
. There are \00 many pulpits occupied 
by stuffy priests who show no shadow of 
Christ. Too many churches are staffed by 
laymen who do ihe least possible they can 
for Ch rist's Kingdom." 

Refe rr ing to "a new begin ning in a new 
building." and as~, ing the congregation to 
search their own hea rts, Mr Ca lder said 
there wa s a type of narrow. complacent 
chu rch.goer- '" say chu rch·goer. not church­
man"- who happened \0 attend . This self· 
centred type of person wa s a complete 
travesty of Christianity as proclaimed by 
Christ. and a constant source of emba rra ss­
ment to "loya lists in the world outsid e". 

In case any of his pari shioners had this 
failing. he referred to them Christ's warni ng: 
"The publicans and the harlots will come 
into the Kingdom before you." 

Mr Ca lder at the time of the ded ication 
also referred in the parish magazine to those 
who would either "rhapsod ise over the bu ild· 
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ing" or "'niggle and criticise". "We wi ll do 
well to remember," he wrote. "that this house 
was built to the glory of God and to welcome 
the passer by. It was not done to tickle our 
fancies or to soothe our sense of bea uty. " 

DEMOLITION OF OLD CHURCH 

Almost immed iatel y after the dedication of 
the new church. demolition of the old 5t Mark 's 
bega n. 

In prepllrat ion for demolition. a number of 
items of furnitu re were removed and given to 
ot her I.:hu rches. The five stained-glass windows 
in the sa nctuary. and the west doors were given 
to the daughter church of 5t Thomas'. New­
town. where they were insta lled in the west 
wal l. Since that church was demolished in 1971 , 
the windows ha ve been in storage. The oak 
Litany Desk and Sanctuary Chair were given 
to the Church of 5t Stephen the Martyr, 
OI}Q' iki. The Pulpit and Font wenl to 5t John's, 
Trentham. The p:!ws were removed during 
January 1965. and loaded onto a truck. They 
were so wide tha t they required a wide load 
permi t fo r the journey to Parelllata · Plimmer­
ton, where they are now in a Roma n Catholic 
Church. 

By the middle of February. the roof iroll 
was off, and the roof arches were being col · 
lapsed. In the last week . although the west 
and north wa ll s still stood. the steeple was 
toppled into the pile of timber inside the 
chu rch. In its fall the steeple turned com pletely 
and the iron cross at the top dug deeply in to 
the ground. For a few seconds the spire stood 
on end lik e a huge top. th en slumped into the 
corner of the building undernea th the belfry. 

For nearly three-q ua rters of a century 
Ihe steeple had been a landmark in Well ing­
ton. A short lug on the wire attached to the 
bulldozer swiftl y removed il from the city 
scene. 

A few da ys later the bell was removed by 
erllne. and was taken to Waitara. where it is 
now in the be lfry of the Church of 51 John the 
Baptist. The concrete base of the old tower 
ca n still be se.:n in the Vicarage garden. 

The demolit ion of old 5t Mark's aroused 
great interest in Wellington. and was watched 
close ly by commuters as well as parishioners. 
some of whom kept a photogra phic record of 
events. 



Demolition o f old St M ark' s, February 1965. 
- E'TllillJ: 1'0.<1 1" lOro~f<lph , 

DESCR IPTION or T HE NEW CHURCH 

The new SI Mark 's church was designed 
by Mr James H. Hall ·Kenny of Wellington. 
but the general la yout was suggested by the 
5t Mark 's Rebui ld ing Comm ittee. It was the 
first chu rch designed by the firm of Ha ll-K enny 
and Partners. which had specialised in hospita ls 
and industr ial work . 

Tenders closed on October 10. 1963. the 
contractor for the church be ing a small firm. 
the leon Domanski Construction Company. 
of Well ington. ·' It ·s fa r and away the biggest 
job Mr Domanski ha s ever done. and it's going 
to ma ke him." sa id Mr Calder. 
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St Mark's was unconventiona l in several 
respetts at the lime it was built. 

It was New Zl!ala nd 's first telev ision church. 
Already well known for its broadcast serv itcs. 
the Vicar w<Jnted the new church to be ready 
for the newer medium of television. Although 
the N.Z. B.C. did not in 1963 televise serv ices 
because of the ,·ost. Mr Calder thought that 
by the time the new church was fini shed . the 
Corporat ion would be ready to televise services. 
With this in mind. the design of the new 
church incorpora ted a television control room 
and three perma nentl y wi red poin ts for tele­
vision (:a ments. One of the (:ameras is situated 
beh ind the choir. to look towa rd s the west end 
of Ihe t:hurch. and to film from the front pro­
cessions movi ng towa rds the Allar. The other 
two ca mera pOints are in the ga llery al the 
wesl end of the church. look ing toward s the 
choir. and ca n show Ihe service as it proceeds. 
Tel evision experts who stud ied Ihe plans sa id 
that the layout was ideal for the new med ium. 

Also unusual was the sanctua ry arrange· 
ment. The Alta r was designed to be free­
sta nding. and wa s brought forwa rd nea r the 
congregation . with the pulpit and lectern to 
the rear of the Altar. By grou ping the reading 
of the Scriptures and the preaching of the 
Word, and the ad ministrati on of the Sacra ment. 
the wholeness of worship is expressed. The 
priesl is able to ce lebrate Holy Communion 
from behi nd the Allar. but the Sanctuary wa s 
not designed wi th this in mind and it was 
never Mr Calder's intention to adopt this prac­
tk e himself. While bringing the Altar forward 
foll ows modern liturgical practice. it is a lso 
believed to have been the practice of the 
primitive church. 

The nave and cha ncel together are square. 
so Ihat none of the congrega tion is far from 
Ihe Altar. and there are no pillars to obstruct 
the view. The east wa ll is adorned with a 
la rge cross. which is lit by concea led daylight. 
T his is produced by having. ill effect. two cast 
wa ll s. a nd the wi ndows are situated sideways 
in the walls that link the two main wa ll s. The 
organ pipes are against the east wall. and 
concea led behind the grill on which the crass 
hangs. 

The west wall of Ihe church fea tures a 
large expanse of clea r glass. so that passers·by 
arc able to see in. and so be draw n in. 

On either side of the nave is a low wing. 
One wing houses the clergy a nd cho ir vestries. 
and the other accommodates a ch ildren's 



corner, the Lady Chapel and the Warden 's 
Vestry/ television control room. 

One of New Zealand 's best-known arists, 
Mr Peter Mcintyre. wa s colour consultant for 
the new church. and also designed the abstract 
patterns of the triangular·shaped sta ined -glass 
wind ows. He gathered together the hues of 
the carpets. the ceiling, and the vestments and 
robes of clcrgy a nd choir, and used them in 
the wind ows. The morning sunlight, streaming 
through the windows. bathes the interior of 
the church with a kaleidoscope of colours. 

The church is built of reinforced concrete, 
with an aluminum roof. Its exterior shape is 
something like a marquee tent. The roofs come 
to an apex in the centre of the bui lding, and 
this apex is surmounted by a cross. The interior 
height is 40 feet from the floor to the highest 
point of the ceil ing, and the west window is 
30 feet high. The c.hurch is set back 27 feet 
from the footpa th of Dufferin Strcet. and the 
floor is 12 feet above street level. The floor 
is 88 feet long and 95 feet wide. The spi re 
is 72 feet from the footpath. Seating ca pacity 
of the church is 500. 

When the church was nea ring completion, 
the architect one day was standing in the new 
build ing. when a ma n mislOok him fo r a 
sightseer. " 1 suppose." sa id the man. "you arc 
perusing the building because of the configura · 
tion of the roof!" 

A magnificent new chalice was imported 
from England. and the electronic carillon was 
imported from Australia . 

A set of colourcd vestments were mad e for 
the new church. "The wome n of the pa rish 
are going into ra ptures over the em bra id cry," 
said Mr Ca lder. particularly pleased tha t it 
was executed by St Mark 's own embro id ery 
guild, especiall y recru ited from the Women's 
Guild . The embroidery was for the vestments 
worn by the clergy, and matching burses and 
vei ls for the Altar vessels, rather than for 
drapings, and is insured for $2000. 

In discussing the arangement of the new 
church, Mr Cald er sa id. "We are going back 
to the early days of the church. The liturgical 
movement of the church is tend ing that way. " 
Of the modern appearance of the church. he 
commented: 

"We should have something to spea k 
to the people in the id iom of today as regard s 
architecture. We are proud of the bui lding, 
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and what is more, the whole tea m li kes it. 

"The whole concept is designed to sug­
gest a chu rch outreaching to the pcople­
tha t it is not a little closed holy cl ub looking 
inwa rds but something bold and progressive 
reaching out. 

" But , while th is build ing speaks in the 
modern language. nobody could mistake it 
for anything but a church . Nobody is going 
to ask if it is a super·cinema. 

"Look how the roof has been flared to 
suggest something soaring. It gives a high 
inside wi thout being a terrifica lly high 
build ing. And we've dra mati scd the trusses. 
wh ich were neces&'\ ry to support the roof. 
by painting them red ." 

CAR ILLON 

Thc sad fea ture of the ded ication of the 
new church was that the carillon had not 
arrived . It had to be brought from Austra lia 
by ship beca use it was If ' too big to be sent 
by air. However, better latc tha n never. it was 
installed and read y for use at Christma s 1964 . 

The ca rillon is si mila r to the offi cial City 
of Sydney ca rillon. and is played on a small 
pia no-type keyboard which sound s tiny tu bular 
chimes. These are am plifi ed electronicall y. At 
the time it was installed . it was the onl y one 
in Wellington of its type, and was thought to 
be possibly a New Zea land '·first". It was the 
gift to the new church of the $t Mark's 
Women's Guild , which raised the funds over 
a long period . The cost was between one­
twelfth and one fift eenth of the cost of a normal 
peel of bell s. 

ORGAN 
When th e old church was being prepared 

for demoli tion. the pipe organ was dismantled 
for rebu ilding into the new church. Until this 
was complete, a two·manual electric organ 
was used . 

The orga n was rebuilt by Messrs George 
Croft and Son Ltd . Reconstruction took 15 
months. and the organ was not dedica ted until 
September 1966, somc 20 momhs after the 
ded ica tion of the church. Among the reasons 
for th is delay were the small number of crafts­
men skilled in organ-bui ld ing. import licences 
restricting the bringi ng into the country of 
certa in pa rts, and the large num ber of churches 
requi ring new orga ns. 



Alt hough not the largest organ in Wei· 
lington, it is one of the most comprehensive. 
The or,gan pipes are hidd en from the congre­
gation by a screen that forms part of the west 
wall. The console. below floor level in the 
nave. wa s in 1966 unique in New Zea land. 
although there were many si milar organs in 
England . 

The organ was dedicated by the Vicar. the 
Reverend M. L. Calder. on Saturday. Septem­
ber 17. 1966. al a special service which began 
at 7.00 p.m. 'TIle Vicar was assisted by the 

Consecration of St Mark·s. November 30, 1968. 
the Rev. M . L. 

Rev. W. Bell. and the Lesson was read by 
the Governor-General. Sir Bernard Fergusson. 

In his address. Mr Calder quoted the words 
of Bishop F. A. Bennett. the first Ma ori Bishop, 
who likened the organ to a sermon in race 
relations. "While keys by themselves did nOI 
prove much. black keys also could nOt keep 
the tune. but when black and white played 
together the result wa s harmony." he sa id. 

CONSECRATION 
When the church was free of debt. arrange­

ments were made for its Consecration. 

The Governor·General. Sir Arthur Porritt, an d the Vicar. 
Calder. enter the Church. - Dominion Photograph. 
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The Bishop, the Right Reverend H. W. 
Baines, consecrated the church on Sa turday, 
November 30. 1968. At IO.30a.m. a fanfare 
of trumpets heralded the arrival of the 
Governor·General. In the name of those 
present. the Churchwardens requested the 
Bishop to consecrate the church: "Righ t Rev­
erend Fa ther in Goo, on behalf of the people 
of this Parish we request you to Consecrate 
this Olurch to the honour and glory of God 
and under the patronage of 51 Ma rk the 

41 

Eva ngelist and Martyr." 

Follow ing the consecration. he celebrated 
Holy Communion, and addressed the congre­
gation. There wa~ a large congregation of 
parishioners and visi tors, who included former 
vicars Canon N. F. E. Robertshawe and the 
Rev. T. V. Pearson. 

The following day, a former cura te. the 
Kev. J. K. Bellingham, preached in the morn­
ing. and the Vicar preached in the evening. 



Furnishings And Memorials 

TH E High Altar is in memory of James Searle 
and Minnie Adeli ne Searle, from thei r 

fami ly. The Cross beh ind the High Allar is 
made of Cedar of Leba non. and was donated 
by Mr and Mrs W. P. Ncwdick. The candle­
sticks were a thankoffcr ing from Mr and Mrs 
G. W. Barltrop. on thc occasion of their 
Diamond Wedding. January 26, 1946. The 
Altnr Service Book was presented to Her 
Excellency, Lad y Fergusson. on the occasion 
of the Laying of the Founda tion Stone of the 
new St Mark's. ovcmher 2 1. 1963. It was 
given back to SI Mark's on the occasion of 
thc Dedication Service. and for cont inued 
us.tgc. "To commemorate the yea rs from 1924-
1930 and from 1962 when members of the 
Fergusson fami ly worshipped here from Gov­
ernment House," The Missal Stand was pre­
sented by Mr and Mrs G. W. Barltrop on 
their Si lver Weddi ng, in 1911. The Organ, re­
bu ilt fro m the old church. is a memorial to 
Jessie Wheat ley. whose husband. Charles. 
dona ted the pulpit. The Lectern was brought 
from the old church. to which it was presented 
by the Ladies' Sewing Gui ld in 1905. at a cost 
of £ 137. The Lectern Bible has the following 
inscription: " Presented to Edith B. Simpson. 
by Members of the Choir. and Friends. con · 
nected with St Mark 's Church. as a token of 
their regard and esteem. Janua ry 19th. 1876:' 
The Processional Cross is a memoria I to 
Florence Anita Read. a nd its stand is a mill ­
stone brought to New Zea land by the Rev. 
J. G. Butler in 1819. The Processional 
Torcheres were the gift of Mr S. Perkins 
and Mr V. N. Haase in 1961. They are 
mahogany. and were made by Mr Duncan 
Mouat of Mirama r. 

There three sets of Communion Vessels­
Cl1alice and Paten. One sct was given anony­
mously for usc in the new church. One was 
presen ted by parishioners in memory of George 
William Ba d trop, a member of the pa rish from 
188 1· 1946. The th ird set. wi th fl agon. was given 
by the Sewing Guild in 1881. Its box bears 
the inscription: "Pro Dco et Ecclesia. Presented 
by St Mark's Sewing Guild. A.D. 1881." The 
private Communion Set was given to the parish 
as a tha nkoffering by Mr and Mrs Laurence 
Watkins in 1935. The Cruets and wafer box 
were presemed in memory of Lil1ias Emily 
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(1 883-1960) and John O'Shea (1 877- 1949). 
The wine nagon was presented to the pa rish 
on the occasion of the Ded ication of the new 
church, by the daughter pa rish of St Thomas'. 
Welli ngton South . The Oil Stock was presented 
by the family of the late Eileen Tse, and dedi­
cated in 1974. The Assistant Curatc's Cope 
was prescnted in 1961 by Mr G. H. Lee. 

The Lady Chapel Altar is in memory of 
the four Tatt le sisters. Edi th. Yvonne. Minne 
and Rose. The Altar Rails are in memory of 
Mrs F. J. Tattle (Madge). The Cross was the 
gift of the Rev. R. Coffey, who purchased it 
wh ile visi ti ng England in 1901. It was used on 
the High Altar of the old church. The Candle­
sticks have ra ther an interesting story. They 
were brought to New Zea land by the Righ t 
Reverend C. J. Abraham. fi rst Bishop of 
Wellington. with the intent ion of being pre­
sented to St Paul's Church. Mulgrave Street. 
Whether or not they were ever used there is 
not certain. but. years after. they were given 
to Mr Coffey for use at St Mark·s. by Dr W. 
F. Pennefather. Ll .D. (Pri va te Secretary to 
the Governor. Sir William Jervois). who was 
closely associated with St Pau l's. Mr Coffey 
accepted them on the understandi ng that he 
could use his discretion as to when he thought 
it exped ient to place them in the chu rch. They 
were fi rst used 0 11 St Mark 's Day 1895, bu t 
as a compromise in case thcrc shou ld be any 
objectors they were lit at the ea rly service 
only. This practice continued for over 35 
years and probably the origin had long si nce 
becn forgotten. A new Vicar. in ignora nce of 
the custom. lit them at his first mid-day cele­
bration. The change exci ted no comment and 
the altered custom has continued. The Missal 
Stand was given in 1950 by the St Mark's 
MOI hcrs' Union in memory of Florence 
Will iamson. along wi th two brass vases_ The 
Uishop's T hrone was made in 1968 by Mr 
D. Moaut, of hea rt timber taken from old 
St Mark's. 

The abstract north window is a memorial 
to Mr G. W. Barhrop, Church wa rden and 
pMish historian. The window is a gift from 
the staff and pupils of St Mark's School. The 
south abstract window is a memoria l to Alan 
Maguire. From Ihe front. the large pews are 
memorials to Norma n Lutton (vestryman). 



Peter James Lloyd Johnson, Nellie Amos 
Spierl ing, Maude Elizabeth Phillips. The 
figures for {he Christmas crib were donated 
in 1970 by Mrs M. Sanderson and her daughter 
Mrs H. Lovelock. The slable was mad e by 
Mr Charles A. B. Kenderdine. The Cross in 
the cryi ng room was presented by her husband 
and family o f Jea n Sma ll Prain Parsons, who 
died on November 27, 1949. In "imperishab[e 
memory of the Old Contemptibles'. their 
'standard' rests in honour in the chape[". The 
Churchwardens' staves were given by Mr Ben 
Malyon, and made by Mr Eric Smith . 

In the na rthex are the photographs of 
former clergy of the parish, assembled in 1974 
by Mr J. C. Parnell. Each side of the great 
west window a rc the l'lhlets in memory of the 
Rev. R and Mrs Coffey. The Rev. R. Coffey's 
memoria l reads: "To the Glory of God and in 
loving memory of Richard Coffey, M.A .. curate 
of this pa rish for 30 yea rs. Died March 14th, 
1907, in his 7151 yea r. T his tablet is erected 
by his widow Jessy Coffey:' Mrs Coffey's memo 
orial reads: "To the Gl ory of God and in 
lov ing memory of Jessy Coffey. Born August 
9,1821. Died March 25, 1911 .. Their President 
for 30 yea rs. This tablet is erected by St Mark's 
Sewi ng Bee." 

The font is a piece of the origina l Marsden 
Cross from the si te of the first Christian sermon 
in New Zea land. Christmas Day. 1814. The 
ewer is a memorial to Mary Elizabeth Gold­
finch. and was given in 1933 by her fam ily. 
The Visitors' Book was presented to the new 
St Mark 's by the parish of Wa ipawa. pre· 
cedent parish of the Rev. Matthew Calder. 
Other items of interest in the na n hex include 
the Procession.al Cross from the old church. 
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given by the Rev. D. C. Blites. The inscription 
reads: "The oak from Lincoln Minster, Eng­
land, Consecrated Ascension Day. 1092. Re· 
dedicated Advent Sunday, 1932. St Mark's, 
Wellington. New Zealand." In the display case 
arc the slones from the Holy Land. gathered 
for 5t Mark's by the Vicar. the Rev. Matthew 
Ca lder, in May 1975. These stones come from 
the road from Jerusa lem to Jericho, the wa ll 
of ancient Jericho. Bethlehem, the Garden 
Tomb. the site of the Ascension. the site of 
King Herod's Temple, the Sea of Gali lee, the 
Chu rch of the Holy Sepulchre. Also in the 
narthex is the illuminated book, in whieh are 
recorded the gifts made for the new church. 
mad e by Mr J . Saker. 

In the sta irway up to the gallery are dis· 
pl ayed the plaq ues and memori:1I tablets taken 
from the old chun:h and its furnishings before 
demoliti on. The tablets a rc remind ers of J . 
H. Bindley, Mr and Mrs W. H. Maddey, Alice 
Maud Cron in. Laurence F. Watkins, Sarah 
Helen and Horatio John Hooper Blow, I.S.0 .. 
Wi ll iam Alfred Keay (Priest), William Fortes· 
cue Long, M.A. (Priest), Major J. G. Bults, 
George A. Kennedy. Francis Stevens, Frances 
Keith Payne, Bert ra m Cecil Nathan. Arthur 
Stock, B.A. (Priest). Charles Frederick Askew 
(Priest). 

All these memorials and gifts are reminders 
of past clergy and parishioners of St Mark's 
parish. chu rchwardens and vestrymen, synods· 
men and other chu rch workers. However, we 
must not forget all those parishioners whose 
support for the pa rish is not recorded, but 
without whom the parish would never have 
continued to ex ist. 



Daughter 
NEWTOWN 

AT the time when Newtown was a sparsely 
popu lated loca lity with hard ly two dozen 

houses between John Street and Newtown Park. 
a deputation consisting of Messrs James 
Barna rd. George Ca rler and Thomas Oak ley. 
presen ted the parish Vestry with a peti tion 
for lhe establish ment of a Sunday School in 
Newtown. The request was granted. provided 
a suitable room could be found. 

A small cottage. formerl y used as a school. 
on the western side of Riddiford Street. oppo­
site Wi lson Street was leased for 4/. a week. 
and redecorated. Named "SI Mark's Mission 
Room", the first service was held on Sunday. 
February 5. 1882. [t was taken by Mr Charles 
C. Howa rd . Choirmaster. Lay Reader and 
Superintendent of the 51 Mark's Sunday School. 
Sunday School was held from 2-3 p.m .. and a 
short evening service for the adults from 
3-4 p.m. Later. two weeknight services were 
also held. and for a time a daily evening service. 
On Good Friday. 1882. the T hree Hours' 
Devotion. lcd by Mr Howa rd. was he ld in 
Well ington for lhe first time in the Mission 
Room. 

Before long. the small conJ;lrega lion decided 
to bui ld its own church room. The 51 Mark's 
Annua l Report for 1883-84 states: 

"Your Vestry ha ve it in contemplat ion 
to erect forthwith upon land a t Newtown 
the propert y of the Diocese. a parochia l 
room for purpose.; of education and divine 
worship .. 

In October 1884 "SI Mark's Parochia l 
Room. Newtown". was erected at a cost of 
£247. on land belonging to the Diocesa n 
T rustees. Ded ica ted by Archdeacon T. Fan­
court on October 12. 1884. the buildi ng still 
stands, but wi th a few a lte ra ti ons. T he 1884-85 
Report states: 

"Divine worship is now conducted therein 
every Sunday morning and evening. and 
thus a felt want has lX'en supplied to those 
of our congregation resident in the locality:­
The services were taken by Lay Readers. 

Messrs D. Balls. H. Gaby. L. Halliwell, Colonel 
Butts. J . W. Da vis and S. P. Cu rtis. "To the 
latter. especially." stated the St Thom.'ts' Pa rish 
Magazine in October 1898. "the Newtown 
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Parishes 
congrega tion owes much for his persistent and 
steady help through long yea rs of up-h ill work." 
Once a month the Rev. R. Coffey celebrated 
the Holy Communion. the Rev. C. D. de 
Castro he lpi ng a t St Mark's in his absence. 

In January 1888. the Rev. J . W. Chapma n 
was appointed assistant curate of St Mark 's. 
wilh dut ies main ly centred at Newtown. Afler 
a year he departed. Newtown had to rely on 
unattached clergy for the next twO yea rs. The 
Ven. A. Stock and the Rev. W. Rona ldson 
(a monthl y service during 1894-96) . the Rev. 
C. D. de Castro and the Rev. D. H. Jenkins 
a ll gave valuable assistance during these years. 

The Rev. A. M. Bradbu ry was appointed 
assistant curate in Ja nuary 189 1. and ch urch 
work bega n to show signs of progress. Con ­
grega tions increased. and a local committee 
was formed to run local affai rs. despite a 
certain amount of friction between them and 
the pa rish authori ties. A Church Bui lding Fund 
was slan ed. and in 1893 the comm ittee appl ied 
u nsucces~fu lly for Parochia l District status. 
Mr Bradbury left a t the end of 1893. 

In January 1894. the Rev. O lho Fitzgerald 
was appoi nted Assistant Curate. At a meeli ng 
in March 1895 a Building Commi ttee was 
appointed. consistin '! of Messrs John Beck. 
W. Ca llend er. G. Ca rter. M. Hoar, T . 5. Powel l. 
J. \v. Davis (treasu rer), and G. W. Barlt rop 
(secreta ry). 

T he foundation stone for the new church. 
designed by Messrs aere. Fi tzgera ld and R ich­
mond. and built by Mr E. G ray. was laid 
by the Governor. the Ea rl of Glasgow. in the 
presence of the Bishop of Wellington. Bishop 
Wa ll is. on Wednesday, August 21. 1895 . The 
chu rch. seating 350. a portion only of a grander 
building to seat lOOO. was consecra ted by 
Ri shop Wallis a t 8.00 p.m. on the Eve of St 
n,omas' Day. December 20. 1895. 

A second auempt to esta blish Newtown 
as a scpa ~:lIe Parochial District was successfu l. 
and it was constituted on December I. 1896. 
The Rev. J . de B. Galwey was locum tenens 
until the relurn from overseas of the first Vica r. 
the Rev. O. Fitzgerald . The boundary with 
the mother parish of St Mark was originally 
fi xed as the middle of Hall a nd Mein Streets. 
llle new Parochial District included Island 
Bay. Mara nui (Lya ll Bay). Miramar. \Vorser 



Bay (Scatoun), but Kilbirnie remained p..1rt of 
the mother parish. A ch urchroom at Worser 
Bay was eSlablished while the Rev. J. de B. 
Galwey was in cha rge of the parish. 

KILBIRNIE 
In 1877 Mr J. C. Crawford gave the site 

for an Anglican Church in Kilbirnie, but little 
appears to have been done until ea rly in 1884 
when it is recorded that a t the first meeting 
of the School Committee of the newly·opened 
Kilbirnie School: 

"A letter was received from the Rev, 
R. Coffey desiring the use of the schoolroom 
on Sunday afternoons. but it was decided 
to postpone consideration of the applica­
tion till the next meeting:' 

It was not until 10 yea rs later that a ch urch· 
room was opened. by Archdeacon T. Fancourt, 
on August 19. 1894. The Rev. R. Coffey took 
services regu larly. bu t most were taken by 
Lay Readers. with occasional visits by the 
Rev. W. Ronaldson (1894-96). the Rev. O. 
Fitzgerald (1894·96), the Rev. H. L. Monckton 
( 1896·99) and the Rev. E_ T. W. Bond ( 1899-
1902). The Rev. F. T. Sherriff was Sunday 
School Superintendent for some months in 
1894. 

Among the early Lay Readers were Messrs 
H. Gaby. E. Thornton, H. A. Huggins, Geo. 
Flux and H. Baillie. 

The or iginal Chun:h Committee consisted 
of Messrs Jame.." Clark. J . A. Heginbotham 
and Herbert Baillie. The Rev. R. Coffey 
a llowed the committee to devote all the offer­
tories to the ex tinction of the small debt out· 
standing on the churchroom. 

A brief history of the parish published in 
1928 describes Kilbi rnie in 1894: 

Kilbirnie at that period was more back­
ward than many country districts arc now. 
neither gas nor electricity bei ng obta inable. 
The services were usually held in the evening. 
and kerosene lamps provided the lighting. 
The roads were rough. and the congrega ti on 
during the wi nter months attended chu rch 
ca rrying lanterns, whilst a hurricane lamp 
was tied to the bushes at the Moxham 
Avenue entrance as a guiding light. 

During the following years, the eastern 
subu rbs. in common with other parts of Wel­
lington, grew rapidly. and the little church· 
room became too small for the congregation. 
TIle building wa s enla rged, with nave. chancel 
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and transepts. and was opened by the Rev. R. 
Coffey in July 1904. 

The districts of Hataitai and Kil birnie. 
belonging to St Mark's Parish. and Miramar, 
Seatoun (Worser Bay) and Maranui (Lya ll 
Bay). belonging to the Parish of St Thomas'. 
Newtown. were sepa rated from thei r Mother 
PMishes and combined \0 form a new Parochia l 
District of Kilbirn ie and Miramar on January 
I. 1905. There were two new churches in the 
new parish, one at Kilbirnie. and one at 
Worser Bay. The Rev. J. A. McN ick le was 
the first Vicar. 

ROSENEATH 
The northern end of the parish-Oriental 

Bay and Roseneath- developed as access im­
proved around the Bay. The population grew 
to such an extent that Roseneath School was 
opened in August 1'898. 

Almost imlllediately. at 3.00 p.m. on Sep­
tember 4. 1898, the Angl iclln Sunday School 
met for the first time. Mr N. L. Gurr being 
Superintendent. Services began the followi ng 
month. when lighting was installed in the 
school. These were evening services conducted 
by the Assistant Curate. the Rev. H. L. Monck· 
ton, and the Lay Read er. Mr Alfred Topp. 

Meanwhile. the Rev. R. Coffey had pur­
cha sed for £300 in July. the section of land 
ad join ing the school. and had presented it to 
St Mark's Parish on generous terms. He was 
"determined to be first in setting up the stan­
dard of the English chu rch on the hill " . 

The foll ow ing yea r the church room was 
bu ilt. It wa s designed by Mr J . Charlesworth, 
who also a t about the same time designed 
the St Mark's Pa rish Hall . A contract was let 
on September 5. 1899. to Messrs Johnson and 
SpargJe. for (288. This alllount had been raised 
by the "All Nations Bazaa r" organ ised in 
May. The final cost of the bui lding was £332: 
(20 was spent on furnishings. 

The chu rchroom wa s opened free of debt. 
It was dedicated by Bishop Wallis 0 11 the 
afternoon of Sunday. November 19, 1899, in 
the presence of Archdeacon T. Fancourt. the 
Rev. R. Coffey. the Rev. E. T . W. Bond . and 
the St Mark's Choir. under Mr La urence 
Watkins. 

Regu lar Sunday services were held. Those 
in the morning were conducted by Lay Readers, 
Mr Alfred Topp unti l 1900. and then by Messrs 
C. H. Cha twin. D. Bray. J . Andrews and F. 
G. Page. and those in the evening by the 



Assistant Curate. the Re .... E. T. W. Bond. 
The name 'St Barnabas' was first used for 

the church room in 1910. 
In 1912 the Re .... W. D. S. Ogden was 

appointed Assistant Cura te a t St Mark's. with 
specia l responsibi li ty for Roseneath. Other 
Assistant Cura tes, the Re .... L. H. Fenn and 
the Re .... H. W. Thomson. as well as the Vicar. 
the Re .... C. F. Askew. also took services 
regularl y. 

After three years' fund raising, the Rose­
nea th pa rishioners acq uired from the mother 
parish the land for £550, and the churchroom 
for the nominal sum of £15. 

The Welli ngton Diocesan Synod. when it 
met in Ju ly 1915. forma lly constituted the 
Parochial District of Roseneath. as from July 
1. 1915. The Re .... R. Frank lin was the fi rst 
Vicar of the new Pa rochial District. 

CHrNESE PASTORATE 
Although the Chinese Pastorate is not. 

strictly speaking. a 'daughter parish', St Mark's 
has had a long association with work among 
the Anglican Chinese in Well ington. goi ng back 
to the earliest days of the Chinese Mission. 
when the Re .... Richard Coffey was Cha irman 
of the Committee which controlled the Ch inese 
work. 

The Chinese Mission owes its existence to 
Mr Coffey's energy in establish ing it here. Tn 
1900 Mr Da ... id Wong came to Well ington 
from Nelson. A Mission was opened in Tara­
na ki Street. and in 1903 Mr Wong was ordained 
and appointed Missioner. A site was purchased 
in Frederick Street. and in 1905 the fou ndation 
stone was laid for a church wh ich was opened 
in 1907. The first con ... ert. Dye Ch um, was 
bapt ised in St Mark's on May 28, 1905, by 
Bishop Wa ll is. 

The Re .... A . M. Johmon was treasurer 
of the Mission while he was Vicar of 5t Mark's, 
and in 19 13 the Mission became one of the 
objects of the Missionary and Bene ... olent 
Society. 

The Re .... C. N. R. Mackenzie. who was 
cu rate of St Mark 's for some mon ths in 1927. 
had gone to China as a missionary in 1900 
at the time of the Boxer Rebell ion. and was 
sta tioned at Kwangung, and had many ad ... en ­
tures during 26 yea rs in Cbina. Howe ... er. within 
a short time of his arri ... al a l SI Ma rk's, his 
knowledge of th e Chinese language and ways 
of the people made him an ideal choice for 
appointment as Missioner of the Ch inese 

46 

Mission in Well ington. The parish was saddened 
to hear of his death a yea r later. 

From 19 14-20 the parish supported the Re .... 
John Kao in Shangtung, Olina, and recei ... ed 
regular reports from him. He died in 1930 
aged 68. ha ... ing been con ... erted at the age 
of 33. From 1930 until at least 1953 the parish 
supported the Re .... John Shih. who was his 
son-in-law, "and who has worked as his most 
loya l and efficient second-in-command at 
Hsintsi for ma ny yea rs". 

A son of the pa rish. the Re.... Ne ... ille 
Wa tk ins. was Assista nt Ola plai n of St John's 
Ca thed ral. HongKong, 1929-32, and worked 
a mong the Oli nesc people of the Cathed ral 
parish. 

The Re .... N. F. E. Robertshawe whi le Vicar. 
also ser ... ed as Superintendent of the Chinese 
Mission 1936-54. He resigned when he left 51 
Mark's, .' .. . after a period so long tha i his 
name is a lmost a synonym for the OJ inese 
Mission. Under his wise and sympathetic 
direction the work of the Mission has not 
only grown in extent but has been securely 
founded on a permanent basis." 

During the early 1950s the school premises 
were used for classes to teach Olinese to the 
New Zealand-born Ol inese child ren . St Mark's 
Hall has been the scene of OI inese fa irs many 
times o ... er the yea rs. 

Members of the Olinese Mission Committee 
at ... ariou s times incl uded the Re .... W. S. 
Southward and Mrs Southward. and the Re .... 
C. W. Haskell and the Re .... T. V, Pearson. 

During the Centennial Year of St Mark's. 
the Cb incse Pastorate, as it is now known, 
has sold its 20,year-old properly on the corner 
of Taranaki and Webb Streets and, until its 
own centre in Glen more Street opposite the 
entrance to the Botanic Ga rdens is completed, 
is usi ng the classrooms and ha ll of St Ma rk's 
Church School for its e ... ening functions. The 
Chi nese ha ... e erected their distincti ... e entrance­
way al the Patterson St reet entrance to the 
school. It has been our pri ... ilege to allow the 
Pastor, the Re .... Loong Gon. and his people. 
the use of St Mark's OIurch from time to 
time for weddings and funerals. and for wor­
ship on Good Friday, Easter Day and Christ­
mas Day. and the parish hall for ... arious 
functions. 

It was rightly said, many years ago. "The 
work of the Oli nese Mission originated in 
this parish. and 51 Mark's people should be 
interested in its work ." 



Sunday 

ST MARK 'S Sunday School goes back to 
the carliest days of the parish. A fo rtnight 

after Ihe consecration of the old church. a 
meeting of parents and chi ldren was he ld to 
discuss the formation of a Sunda y School. 

In 1876. classes were held in Ihe church. 
and Ihe child ren collected money for a library. 
The fo llowing yea r there were 187 names on 
the roll and 21 teachers. and in 1878 the roll 
was 219. The Sunday School Hall was built 
in 1878. 

A branch Sunday School was established 
in Newtown ill 1882 by Mr C. C. Howard . 

In 1885 a small infant room was built 
beh ind the Sunday School Hall. Four years 
later the mai n ha ll was en la rged and a n up­
sta irs room was added. On onc Sunday ea rlier 
in J 889. 464 children had been present in a 
room measuri ng 60 feet by 24 feet. 

A second branch Sunday School was 
established in Clyde Quay School (then on the 
site now occupied by the Central Fire Sta tion) 
in March 1892. A little later this Sunday 
School was probably un ique at the time. Its 
Superintendent was a Maori. Mr Tamati Pou­
tawera. a cul tured Ch ristia n gentlema n. who 
commanded the respect of Maori and Pakeha 
alike. Th is Sunday School was closed in May 
1897. and th e children attended the St Mark's 
Sunday School. 

In August 1894. a Su nday School was estab­
lished at Kil birnie. and in September 1898 the 
Roscnea th Sunda y School was started. in the 
School. 

In 1896 a record was reached. as fa r as 
numbers were concerned . when the to ta l roll 
of the St Mark 's. Newtown. Clyde Quay and 
Kilbi rn ie Sunda y School s was 1004. with 71 
teachers. 

At I .OOa. m. on Sunda y. June 27.1897. the 
SI Mark's Sunday School was gu tted by fire. 
and practica lly everything wa s destroyed . 
piano. cha irs. forms. presses. li bra ry and school 
records. The charred remai ns of the bu ilding 
were sold fo r £4. The only books saved were 
those out 0 11 loan to the chi ld ren. out of a 
to tal of 1200, Because the Sunday School was 
a lso used as a choi r-robing room. all the cas­
socks and surpli ces were destroyed . [t is said 
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that Ihe ca use of the fire was a rson. and that 
the fi re brigade arrived without sunicient hose. 
It returned to the Newtown Station (on the 
corner of Adelaide Road and John Street) to 
get more. and even then the ex tra lengths 
were insufHcient. Fortu nate ly. the chu rch. only 
12 feet awa y from the hall. escaped with 
noth ing more than being badly scorched. 
Because of the possibility of future damage 
to the chu rch. Mr CotTey would no t allow the 
hall to be rebuilt on the sa me site. Jt was 
therefore built in front of the church. which 
ca used considerable criticism a t the time. The 
new ha ll was bui lt within II months. and 
dedicated by Bishop Wallis on June I. 1898. 

A new wi ng was added to the cast side 
of the hall. to accommoda te the infant class. 
From 191 7-35 the ha ll was used by the St 
Mark's Church School. and severa l sma[[ 
additions were made to the building during 
the yea rs. 

Following the separa tion of Newtown in 
[896. Kilbirnie in 1905, and Rose neath in 191 5, 
the only Sunda y School III the pa rish was 
that a t St Mark's. 

We arc acc ustomed to havi ng Sunday 
School in the morning. but in the past. it was 
held in the afternoon. After 1920. the Sunday 
School ro ll bega n to show a steady decline. 
and in 1928. as an experiment. it was held 
in the morning as well as in the afternoon. 
TI,ere was a sepa rate staff of leachers fo r the 
morn ing, so the a ft ernoon Sunday School con­
tinued as previously. However. after fou r yea rs' 
triaL more children were a ttending in the 
morning. the afte rnoon Sunday School d wi n­
d led. and so wa s closed. 

The Rev. N. F. E. Robertshawe introduced 
the cuSlOm of opening Su nday School wit h a 
short service in the church. after which the 
children went to the ha ll fo r thei r lesson. A 
Children's Service was held on the first Sunday 
in the month. and from October 1935 Family 
Service took its place. a nd parents were en­
couraged to attend with thei r children. 

Since this time the ro ll of the Sunday 
School has fluctuated. a nd today few children 
who attend actually live within the pa rish. 
and fewe r children li ve on the slopes of Mount 
Victo ria. By the end of 1967 there were 46 



chi ldren nominally on the roll . with an average 
altendance of 25. Three of the fou r teachers 
that yea r were not able to continue into 
1968. 

In 1968 it was agreed that Sunday School 
classes be for ch ildren pre-school up to seven 
years. They go to church and then lea ve for 
their classes during the service. "Th is means 
tha t the Vicar has more personal contact with 
the children and by the time they come forward 
for Confirmat ion they arc thoroughly fam il iar 
with the Church Services," says Mr Cald er. 

However. the real and effective structure 
for chi ldren's work in the parish is not centred 
on the Sunday School. but on St Mark's Church 
School, where the whole education is on a 
Christi!)n bllSis. 

Parish 
A PAR ISH magazine in some form has been 

a featu re of pa rish life for many years. 

SI Mark's Parish Magazine was fir st issued 
in January 1889. In the first year, circulation 
was 100. and the annua l subscription was 3/-. 
Tn its second year. circulation was increased 
to 200. and a few years later to 300. the sub­
scription being reduced to 2/6. The magazine 
contained news of parish events. and du ri ng 
the years that followed was usually bound 
and distributed with an English insert, or the 
Wellington Diocesan Church Chronicle. Pub­
lication continued until 1900. when it ceased . 

In 1905, the St Mark's Parish Magazine 
was revived. and continued on and off unt il 
March 1921. Fro m July 1915. when Roseneath 
became a separate parochial district. the maga­
zi ne. which had previously contained items 
of Roseneath news. became a joint publication 
of the two pari shes. each having its allotted 
space. 

Tn August 1923, the new Vica r. the Rev. 
H. E. K. Fry, issued the monthl y SI Mark's 

Su nday School Superintendents through the 
yea rs have incl uded : Mr Cheeseman. Mr C. C. 
Howard. Mr Luther Halliwell. Mr P. P. Webb. 
the Rev. J. G. S. Bartlett. Mr R. Percy Bray, 
Mr R. L. Button. the Rev. B. N. Davis. Mrs 
A. Parnell . Mrs J . Stone. Mrs L. Mi les. 

For many years now. the parish has made 
annua l awards of the Coffey Prize. Originall y. 
these prizes. which arc a memorial to the 
Rev. Richard Coffey. were awarded to Sunday 
School or Bible Class pupils. in the days when 
St Mark's was a residential d istrict with a 
large Sunday School. In more recent times, 
the prize has been awarded at the Vicar's di s­
cretion to a parishioner who has rendered 
outstanding service to 5t Mark 's during the 
yt"ar. 

Magazine 
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Gazelle, From April 1932 it was issued less 
frequentl y. SI Mark's Gazette was continued 
by the Rev. N. F. E. Robertsha we, but only 
a few odd copies of the magazi nes of these 
yea rs arc among the parish record s. 

By 1950. 750 copics of the Gazette were 
being posted monthly at a total COSt of 
£49/9/2d . includ ing envelopes and sta mps. and 
the follow ing year it was issued bi-monthly. 

On his arriva l in the parish. the Rev. T. 
V. Pearson introd uced a cyclostyled weekly 
newsletter. The Markian. The Rev. M. L. 
Calder continued the weekl y newsletter as 
Cheerio, but from the beginning of 1961 The 
Radialor was introduced as a monthly maga­
zine. with a wider circulati on than a newsletter 
given out on ly to those at church. Increasing 
costs JccI to infrequent pu blica tion. and the 
February 197 1 issue was the last. It was re­
placed by a quarterly publica tion. The 
Marksman, the printing cost of which is the 
gift to the parish of one of the parishioners 
and his wife. 



Parish Organisations 

THE first p<1. rish ha ll was built in 1878. and 
it is doubtful whether any parish organ­

isation existed before this. 

There have been many parish organisa tions 
during the past century. There have been 
organisations for social. spiritua l and eva ngel­
istic purposes. There have been organisa tions 
for boys. g irls, men and wornell . Orga nisa ­
tions flourish, fulfil a need for a while. and 
then fade away. Sometimes a nother orga n­
isation takes ovcr. perhaps with a different 
empha sis. 

Parish orga nisa tions ha ve inc1 ud ed: ­
Band of Hope 
Bell. Book and Candle Club 
Church Lads' Brigade 
Chu rchmen's Mi ssionary League 
Church of England Men's Society 
Communicants' Gui lds 
Dorcas Society 
Drum and Fife Band 
Girl s' Club 
Girls' Friendly Society 
Lay Helpers' G uild 
Min istering Chi ld ren's League 
Missionary and Benevolent Society 
Mothers' Union 
5t Andrew's Society 
St Mark 's Hockey Club 
St Martha's G uild 
Sewing Bee 
T empera nce Society 
Work ing Men's Gu ild 
Youn~ Men's Club 

It is recorded tha t the first attempt to form 
a "Young Men's Society" wa s a round 1880. 
An inaugura l meet ing was held in the hall at 
which Sir Will ia m Fitzherbcrt. forme rly Super­
intendent of the Province of Wellington, gave 
the opening add ress. The ha ll was 'packed to 
the doors', and everything seemed most 
auspicious, but. for some reason, the thi rd 
meeting of the soc iety was its last! 

In 18HI a second atte mpt was made with 
a more modest begi nning. and for nearly two 
years a really usefu l and successful young men's 
clu b fl ourished. Little difficulty was found in 
prov idi ng a syllabus of debates. lec tures, 
papers, etc .. and the young men were ambitious 
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enough to have their syllabus pr inted . The 
nucleus of an excellen t reference library was 
purcha»ed. but before it was put into use the 
society was closed down rather suddenly. At 
one of the parish entertainments, one of the 
members of the club was alleged to have been 
impertinent to Mr Coffey, who promptly de­
manded tha t the cl ub should d iscipline the 
offending member. The you ng men did not see 
that it was thei r business. and the curale sum , 
ma rily closed down the cl ub. The pari sh 
authori ties took possess ion of the li brary. and 
sold it, the buyers bei ng the forme r members 
of the club. A Iota I price of £15 was fixed . 
each member contributed an equa l 'levy'. and 
lo ts were dra wn fo r o rder of choice of books. 

MISSIONARY AND BENEVOLENT 
SOCIETY 

This society was formed in December 1895. 
and collectors were to be appointed to canvas 
for regu la r contributions of not less than 1/ . 
per quarter. The money raised in this way 
was to be alloca ted :-

1. Hal f to the General Church Fund fo r 
assis ti ng new country dis tr icts. 

2. A quarter to the Melanesian Mi ssion. 
3. A quarter to be placed a t the disposa l 

of Ihe curate fo r charitable purposes. 
A Committee of Management was set up 

consisting of Mesda mes Coffey. Stock and 
Wilson, the Parishioners' Warden. and Mr C. 
H . Cha lwin (treasurer). 

Collections fo r the fi rst six months 
a mounted to £37/6/0. from 17 collectors. 

A fourth object was added in 1899, the 
Hospita l Chaplai n. and in 191 3 a fifth. the 
Chinese Mission. In 19 14 the highest point 
was reached- f74/ iO/6d- and from then. col­
lections g rad ua lly declined . 

In 1924 the Genera l Church Fund was 
dropped . and from 1929 the only collecto r 
was Mrs Blakey, and collections were averaging 
about £17 a yea r. 

CHURCH OF ENGLAND MEN'S SOCIETY 

One orga nisa tion that lasted for ma ny years 
was the Church of England Men's Society 



(C.E.M.S.). The C.E.M.S. was founded in 
England at the begi nn ing of the centu ry, and 
the fi rst New Zea land bra nch was started at 
All Sa ints', Ponsonby, in 1904. the Vica r a t 
the time bei ng Archdeacon W. Calder. grand ­
fa ther of the Rev. M. L. Calder. 

The visit to Wellington in 1910 of the Rev. 
H . S. Woolcombc led to the establishment of 
branches of the C.E.M.S .. and one was slan ed 
that yea r at St Mark's, The Churchwardens 
reported in 1911: "The C.E.MS . have served 
a useful purpose in the economy of the Pari sh. 
and did excellent work in the prepa ration for 
the Mission." The Mission referred to was the 
General Mi ssion of Help. of 19 10. 

The St Mark's branch of the C.E. M.S. was 
in ex istence for just over 50 years. T wenty·one 
members were listed on March 31. 1963. but 
the branch went into recess arou nd that time. 

• • • 

Present parishioners of St Mark's get their 
cha nce to see the cu rren t organisa tions each 
Palm Sunday. when two representat ives of 
each join in Ihe Procession of Victory. and a 
token of each organ isa tion is laid at the Altar 
rail. 

The organ is.'ltions of Centennia l Yea r are: 

MOTHERS' UNION 
The Mothers' Union was founded in Eng· 

land in 1876 by Mary Su mner. and Ihis yea r 
has been ce lebrating its cen tenn ial. 

The first bra nch of the Mothers' Union in 
New Zea land was established in [886. and it 
wou ld appear that St Mark's had a branch 
in the 1880s and I 890s. 

The present SI Mark 's branch of the 
Mothers' Union was established in 1910. The 
first Enrolling Member (Le. President) was 
Mrs Townsend, and the Secretary was Sister 
Constance (Deaconess). The Churchwa rdens' 
Annual Report fo r 1910· 11 says. "A success­
fu l bra nch of the Mothers' Union has been 
'inaugurated It has brought many into 
touch with the Church. and it has a large 
sphere of usefulness before it." 

Mothers' Union fest iva ls have been held 
at St Mark's on a nu mber of occasions. bu t 
in 1956 the Diocesan Festiva l had special 
signi ficance, as it was the 80t h anniversa ry 
of the founding of the Mothers' Un ion. and 
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this coincided with the 80th anniversary of 
the Consecra tion of SI Mark's Chu rch, which 
the pa rish was celebrating. 

The St Mark's Mothers' Union held specia l 
celebrati ons to mark the Diamond Jubi lee of 
the Branch in 1970. 

Although there are only a few branches 
of the Mothers' Union still in existence, the 
SI Ma rk 's Branch continucs to meet once a 
mont h. 

The objects of the Mothers' Uni on are: 
I. To uphold the sa nctity of marriage. 
2. To awaken in all Mothers a sense of 

their grea t responsibili ty in the training 
of their boys and girl s- th e Fa thers and 
Mothers of the future. 

3. To orga nise in every place a band of 
Mot hers who wi ll uni le in prayer and 
seek by their own example to lead their 
families in pu rity and holiness of life. 

WOMEN'S GUILD 

It appears that under a variety of names, 
a Women's Guild has been in existence for 
most of the last [00 yea rs. 

Originally known as the "Ladies' Working 
Bee". it was in ex istence in 1879·80. During 
that yea r it raised £63 to purchase a piano 
for the halJ. It had about i l2 in hand towa rds 
the cost of a set of Communion Vessels. More 
mOlley was ra ised the following year. a nd the 
total COSI. including the case, was £38. 

In 1888 the Lad ies' Guild presented the 
bell. costing £96/10/0. at the time the old 
church was ex tended and the tower added. 
The bell was made by Messrs Wm Cable Ltd .. 
a nd bore the inscription: 

" Presented 10 St Mark 's Church by the 
Ladics' Gu ild 1888. Glor ia in Excelsis 
Deo." 

The brass eagle lectern was the gift of the 
Gui ld in 1905. and it cost £ 137. Two of the 
stained glass windows in the sa nctuary of the 
old church. Ihe $1 Mauhew and St John 
wi ndows, were given by the Lad ies' Sewing 
Guild and the St Martha's Guild. 
C.O.G.S. 

The Church Operations Group (C.O.O.S.) 
is a group involved in the Ch urch's outreach. 
The members do some of the jobs a curate 
would do. visiti ng the sick at home or in 



hospita l. VIsiting newcomers to the parish, 
organising social functions, and welcoming 
worshippers. It started in 1965. 

SKRAMS 

SKRAMS (S. Mark's, spell backwards), is 
a dub which aims at providing fellowsh ip and 
friendship for those women who are unable 
to take part in the activities of the Women's 
Gu ild, which meets during the day. SKRAMS 
meets on the evening of the fourth Monday 
in each month, and there is some activity 
arranged for each meeti ng. This may be a 
visit to some place of interest, a ta lk by some­
body from a commu nity orga nisation, or a 
demonstration of some description, etc. 

R ENEWAL COMMITTEE 

The Renewal Committee is an 'ad hoc' 
committee set up in the parish in 1976 to 
implement the Diocesa n Renewal programme. 
This programme, at the Bishop's request. has 
as its objectives. renewa l of:-

I. Commitment to worship. 
2. Commitment to stewardship. 
3. Commitment to service. 

fn implementing the programme, the Re­
newa l Committee has sponsored a regu lar Study 
Group. led by Mr D. J. Veltom; a regular 
Prayer Group. led by Miss M. Cu lverhouse, 
and a retreat sha red wi th Roseneath parish. 
led by the Rev. G. S. Ba ker. 
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Members of the Renewal Committee are: 
Miss M. Inglis (Chai rman). Messrs G. B. Mi lls. 
V. N. Haase. D. J. Veltom. P. J. Webb. Miss 
M. Cu lverhousc, Mrs E. Williams. 

SELWYN SOCIETY 
The Selwyn Society is a society wit h specia l 

links with this parish. The Selwyn Society 
does not have parish branches, but the Wel­
li ngton Branch had its origins in St Mark's 
pa rish . The society was founded late in 1971 
fOllowing "Ala rm in the City"', a rad io broad · 
cast by the Vicar. 

The reaction to the broadcast. which at­
tacked church union proposals, led to the 
formation of the Society to rally support among 
Anglicans for the con tinuation and preservation 
of an Episcopa l Church in New Zea land. 
thoroughly Apostolic and true to the Gospel. 
The Selwyn Society, whilst working and pray­
ing for Church Union , opposes a United Chu rch 
based on the proposa l of the Joint Commission 
of Church Un ion- The Plan for Union , 1971. 

The Rev. M. L. Calder was fir st Chairman 
of the Wellington Branch, and first National 
Chai rman . Mrs B. Peach was first Secreta ry 
of the Wellington Branch, and first National 
Secretary. A number of the branch functions 
du ring the last five years have been held at 5t 
Mark's 

The present Wellington Branch Secretary 
is Mr J. H. McCau l, who is a lso a member of 
the National Council and Editor of the quart­
erly magazine Link. 



Missions 

THE parish has always been faithful in its 
support of the mi ssionary work of the 

Church. 
The support the parish gave to the founda­

tion of the Chinese Mission in Wellington has 
a lready been referred to. 

The Rev. C. F. Askew wa s an enthusiast 
for foreign missions, and he early impressed 
on his people the importance of missionary 
work in the life of the Church. and 51 M ark's 
pa rish came to be knowJl as the "missionary 
pa rish", 

Unt il about 19 12. surplus revenue was put 
into the church rebuilding fu nd, but in 19 12 
it was felt that in vicw of the terms of Mr 
ColTey's will . this was no longer necessary. 
After carefu l consideration the parish com­
mitted itself to supporti ng priests in Ihe mission 
field. Those supported in thi s way during the 
next 40 years were:-

Melunesia: 
The Rev. W. F. Long (1913 -14) 
The Rev. Frank Ballance (1 9 15-11) 
T he Rev. Roger Tempest (1917-36) 

Ind.ia: 
T he Rev. David S. David (1913 -23) 
The Rev. E. V. Swamidas (1923-35) 
The Rev. R. Roya ppan (193"8-53) 

Ch ina: 
The Rev. John Kao ( 1914-30) 
T he Rev. John Shih (193 1-53) 

For many years, T aine 1·louse. 84 Brougham 
Street. has been the residence of the General 
Secretary of the New Zealand Anglican Board 
of Missions. Successive General Secreta ries, the 
Rev. W. S. Sou thward. the Rev. C. W. Haskell. 
the Rev. W. W. Robinson and the Rev. M. 
C. Bent. have been Licensed by the Bishop 
as Honorary Assistant Priests in the pa rish. 
The present Assistant General Secretary, Mr 
D. J. (Peter) Vcltorn. is the pari sh Lay Reader. 

During 1970 St Mark's was privileged to 
have the Rev. Edward Subramani from the 
Diocese of Polynesia for a year as Assistant 
Curate. He was the first Fij i·born Indian 10 
become Vicar of a Parish. Accompanied by 
his wife Daisy. he holds an affectionate place 
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in the memories of those with whom he worked 
during that year. He is now Archdeacon of 
Suva and Vicar·General of the Diocese of 
Polynesia . 

A number of Missionaries have had con· 
nections with St Mark's: 

Dr Edric Baker, not a missionary. but 
a doctor in Vietnam. was a sidesman du ring 
the I 960s. 

Miss Vaudine Barnes was born while her 
fa ther was Assistant Cu rate. and baptised 
at SI Mark·s. 

Mt Donald Prince, President of the 
Sidesmen's Guild. wa s in the Diocese of 
Melanesia. 1960-68. 

T he Venernble H. V. C. Reynolds was 
an old boy of the Sunday School. and later 
Assistant Cu rate, and ha s served in Mela· 
nesia since 1934. He was awarded the O.B.E. 
111 1957 for his work for the advancement 
of the people of the Solomons. 

Mr John Robcrtshawe. son of the Rev. 
N. F. E. Robertshawe. joined the staff of 
the Diocese of Melanesia in 1968 as Educa· 
tion Secretary for the Solomon Island s. 

Mr and Mrs David Thompson and two 
child ren were fa rewelled from St Mark's 
on November 14. 1965. before leaving for 
Melanesia where for two years he was 
Secretary to the Diocese. They returned in 
1968, and in 1969 they went to the Diocese 
of Polynesia where he was Secretary and 
Registrar. 

Miss Dianne Windsor is a teacher. a nd 
was brought up in the parish. After teaching 
for several years she attended the Bible 
College of New Zea land in Auckland, and 
then taught for a short time at St Mark 's 
Chu rch School before her fare well from St 
Mark 's on Ascension Day 1974. She is now 
in Sind. Pakistan. working with the Church 
Missionary Society. During Centennial Yea r. 
the parish ha s given Dianne a tape recorder. 
The presentation was made on behalf of 
the parish by Miss May Culverhouse to 
Mr Keith Mitche ll to take back to Pakistan 
for Dianne. at a C M.S. meeti ng in SI Mark's 
Hall on October 28. 1976. 



The Sacred 
D UR ING the past one hundred years, ma ny 

men who ha ve given di stinguished service 
in the Sacred Min istry of Ihe Chu rch of God 
ha ve had ea rlier associations with the parish 
as lay men. 

Some were baptised in the parish. some 
attended the School. some were brought up 
in the parish. and some were active members. 

The fo llowi ng list will give some indica tion 
of who Ihese men have been. but it may be 
incomplete. and some of those mentioned ma y 
have had only a brief assoc iation with the 
parish. 

G. R. Barnett 
A. J. Beck 
R . Bray 

H. J. Brooke 
K . F. Button 
J. G. T . Castle 

Ministry 
C. D. de Castro 
J. W. Chapman 
W. J . D. Davies 
B. N. Davis 
R . de Lambert 
A. H. Dryburgh 
A. J. Farne ll 
L. Fitzgera ld 
O. Fitzgerald 
J . de B. Galwey 
W. J. Gaudi n 
J . P. A. Harkett 
B. W. Harvey 
E. C. Hullett 
H. Irving 
D. H. Jenkins 
J . L. A. Kayll 

F. M. Kempthornc 
C. R. Kreeft 
E. Lawton 
C. W. L Macla vert y 
E. W. Marks 
J . S. Mart in 
C. S. Pinker 
R . B. Robertshawe 
H. V. C. Reynolds 
E, O. Shield 
J . C. Small 
K. R . R . Small 
J. C. Thornton 
L. N. Watkins 
C. A. B. Watson 
O. W. Willia ms 
R . J . Wh ite 

The Church's Ministry Of Healing 
ST MARK'S has long taken a prominent 

and active part in furthering the Min istry 
of Healing as an integral part of chu rch life. 

The Wellington Hospital is situated within 
the parish boundaries. a nd from 1899 the 
parish gave financ ial support to thc Hospital 
Chaplaincy through money raised by the Mis· 
sionary and Benevolent Fund. La ter, one of 
its sons. the Rev. L. N. Watkins. was Cha p[ain 
to Well ington Hospita[ (1954-64). and ma ny 
parishioners wi ll know his book. published in 
[973, Padre, Patient and Physicia n, A fo rmer 
parishioner and Lay Reader, the Rev. J . P. 
A. Harken , was Cha plain at Pa lmerston North 
Hospita l (1 964·69) . 

In 1923 some pa rishi oners assisted a t the 
Hea ling Mission cond ucted in St Paul's Pro­
Cathedral by Mr J . M. Hickson, who was 
visit ing Ncw Zea land from England in order 
10 conduct Hea ling Missions throughout the 
country. In 1929 he aga in visi ted New Zeal and. 
and conducted a short Mission at St Mark's. 

In 196[ and agai n in 1964, Dr Eliz~\ be th 
Milne spoke in the pa rish hall. and the New 
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Zea land G uild of St Raphael held some of 
its ini tial meetings here. The Rev. M. L. Calder 
and the Rev. J. K. Bellingha m werc early 
members of the G uild. Mr Ca lder was one 
of a group of loca l clergy in 1963 who bega n 
the A ll Night Chaplaincy at Wellington Hos­
pita l. A promincnt figure in the Church's 
Ministry of Heali ng. Mrs Agnes Sanford, was 
to have visited the pa rish for a mission in 
1965, but this had to be cancelled beca use 
of her own ill-health . However. during [976, 
the pa rish was visi ted by the Rev. Dr Rufus 
J . Womble. Rector of Christ Episcopal Church. 
Lillie Rock. Arkans..1s. 

The present Vica r advises pa rishioners that 
the Chu rch's Min istry of Heali ng by prayer 
and sacra mcnt in accorda nce wi th the teach ing 
of the Church of the Province of New Zca land 
is avai lable in the pa rish. He is wcll· known 
as a counsellor. a nd believes tha t this is the 
main task of a Vicar of 5t Mark 's. He regula rly 
hears confess ions and ad ministers the Laying 
on of Hands a nd Holy Unction. The o il stock 
in usc in the parish was given in memory of 
the la iC Eileen T~e by her fam ily. 



St. Mark 's Church School 

TH E idea of a Chu rch School was d iscussed 
du ri ng the ti me the Rev. R ichard Coffey 

was Curate. and lhe establishment of a Ch urch 
School was one of his visions. 

In the Parish Magazine of September 1891. 
Mr C. H. Chalwin wrote a lengthy article, 
putt ing fo rwa rd a scheme for tlte establishment 
of parish schools. Briefly, Mr Chatwin sug­
gested two schoolS----Qnc at 51 Mark's and the 
ot her at Newtown. He estimated Ihal each 
school would consist of 50 infants and 50 
children in the Standards- the former class 
payi ng sixpence per week and the la tter one 
shilling. A head Icacher and all assis tant were 
to be appoin ted to each school. and their 
S<"l la ries were to be £100 and £50 respect ively. 
Parish fund s were to cont ribu te £100 p.ll. 10-
wa rds the expenses of the schools and probably 
th is factor wa~ the main rea son the proposa ls 
were not procecded with- the parish was not 
then in a position to afford the expense. 

T he fi rst big impetus was in 19[6 when 
the Synod of the Diocese of Well ington ap­
proved the principle of church day schools. 
Hnd organised an endowment fund for assisti ng 
rina ncially any schools opened. 

T he following yea r, the Syncxl passed an 
Act providing for the Estab[ishment. Main­
tenance and Regulation of OlU rch Schools, 
under the control of a Diocesa n Church Schools 
Boa rd. A new Act was passed ill [923. and that 
at present in force. in 1939. The Rev. R. 
Franklin, Vicar of the daughter parish of 
Roseneath. was appointed Organising Secretary 
for the Chu rch SdlOOls Board. 

T he first school opened under the new 
Board wa s 5t Ma rk's Church School. O thers 
were established in due cou rse at Ma rton, 
Maslertoll. Hawera. Taihape and Wanganui. 

St Mark's School opened in the Parish 
. Hall. pa rt of which had been specially altered 
for usc as a school. TIle school was ollieially 
opened by the Bishop of Wellington. the Right 
Reverend T . H. Sprott. on September [I. [917. 
with a roll of 37. 

T he Eve ning Post recorded that the Vicar. 
the Rev. C. F. Askew. said that the school 
ma rked all epoch in the history of the Diocese. 
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" If it were si mply secular educa tion of 
which they were thinking, they would 1I0t 
have opened a school in the parish. but 
they held that there could be no fu ll and 
complete educat ion withou t religious tra in · 
ing," sa id Mr Askew. 

"They would begin and end the day 
with prayer; there would be defin ite and 
regula r instruction in religion and they 
hoped that the spiril of Christian ity would 
thoroughly permea te the whole of the work.·' 

Il ishop Sprott s,1.id there were some 
things in which nothi ng bu t wha t was fi rst­
class would do. and educat ion was one of 
those things. More than definite leaching 
in religion would be given. There was to 
be an atmosphere pervading the school a ll 
the day. 

HI! hoped th e people would give support. 
which would require to be steady and con · 
tinuous, so that they migh t establish Ch urch 
schools in a ll important centres of the 
Diocese to train their children as they had 
been trained for centuries in England. 

Members of the fi rst School Committee 
were: the Rev. C. F. Askew (Chairma n), 
Messrs G. W. Barhrop (Secretary). J . Besa nt. 
W. J . Gaudi n and W. H. Madeley. Mr Barltrop 
wa s secretary unti l 1926. 

The foundation teachers were Miss Annie 
Holm (Headmistress) and her sister. Miss Eva 
Ho[m (Assistant Headm istress), who led the 
school fo r the nex t 35 years. 

T he mOllO "Nu lla Dies Sine Linca" (No 
day wi thout a linc) was suggestcd as a n ap· 
propriate school motto by~ the Rev. C. F. 
Askew. and it was subsequent ly adopted. In 
his fi rst parish magazine in January 19 12. he 
had q uoted this as the motto of the pai nter 
ApeHes. who lived in the fourth century before 
Christ. and had slJggestcd that it was one 
all Christians might well fo llow. 

T he words and music of the school song 
were wri tten by Mr L. F. Watk ins. and dedi · 
ca ted to the chi ldren of 5t Mark's Ch urch 
School. It was fi rst sung in public on the 
school birt hday. September 10, 1925. at a 



conccrt. "Thc School is indccd fort unate in its 
Iricnds, lind the chi ldren are del igh ted with 
lhe song." 

In 1925 it was proposed to establish a 
Well ington Cent ra l Chu rch Pr imary Day School 
for 400-500 chi ldrcn, [25,000 was requ ired 
to pay for the sitc, bui ld ings and equ ipment. 
A paid Organisi ng Secretary, the Rev. B. R. 
Wh ite, was appollltcd fo r two years. £2,500 
was cithcr promised or in hand by 1935. The 
proposal was unsucccssfui. becll use the econ­
omic dcpression illlervcncd , and the money 
tha t had been collected passed on to St Mark 's 
and became the "St Ma rk's Ch urch School 
Rcbu ilding Fund". 

It is recorded that in 1926 the roll of the 
school was 220, " the full capacity of the pre-

sem bui lding", Another nine yea rs wcre to 
pass before a shift was made. 

In 1935, the school moved into the almost 
60-year-old house, "The Pi nes" , on the neigh­
bouring property, which was to be its home 
for the next 40 yea rs. The property was on 
that origina lly purchased from the Mag uirc 
estate in 1922 as the site of the proposed 
Ca thed ral. The opening was a ttcnded by the 
Governor-Geneml. Lord Bled isloe, a nd Lady 
Bledisloc. Later in the year the Assembly Hall 
was added . 

The School kept its 21st birthday in 1938, 
with a Church Serv ice. a n Old Pu pils- Dinner, 
a nd a Fancy Dress Part y for the child ren. The 
Silver Ju bilee was kept in 1942. 

The School was honoured in 1950 whcll 

St Mark 's Church School, 1976. 
- 101", ,H CCfIld . 

55 



The Reverend R. G. Kirby, B.A.(Hons), Dip.Tchg. 
Headmaster. 1971 ,. 

- Ro/lald D . Wooll. "lw{(Ij!rlIf/li. 

the Archbishop of Can terbu ry, the Most 
Reverend G. F. Fisher, visited Wellington. and 
the School Bible and Lectern were used ill the 
Welli ngton Town Hall. 

Miss A. Holm and Miss E. Holm retired 
at the end of 1952. and the occasion was 
marked by a memorable Farewell Function 
and Presentation held in the Concert Cha mber 
of the Town Hall. Their successor was Miss 
C. M. Clift. their niece. The Chu rchward ens 
said Ihat Miss Clift "has had long Icaching 
experience. and under her guidance we are 
eonfident thai the school will maintain its 
position and influence for good". 
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One of the changes introduced by Miss 
Clift was the House system. At the J ubilee 
Dinner in 1967 she recalled that she fell they 
would have liked to name the Houses after 
the early Vicars of St Mark 's, bu t to have the 
Coffey House, the Askew House and the Fry 
House ha rdly seemed a fi tt ing or respectfu l 
way of honouring them, so they had named 
their Houses after Archbishops of New Zea­
land . 

The School celebrated its Goldcn J ubilee 
from September 15-17, 1967. More than 400 
Old Pupils and Friend s ca me from all ovel 
New Zealand. and one came from Australia 
for the occasion. Among the many distinguished 
guests were Canon N. F. E. Robertshawe and 
Mrs Robertshawe. In his speech at the J ubi lee. 
Canon Robertsha we presented a most vivid 
picture of the "old school". Classes in the big 
ha ll , classes in the gallery, classes on the stage 
and somc down in the ki tchen. "The only 
reason why SI Mark 's School flou rished," he 
sa id. "was because it had a headmistress and 
her sister who knew how 10 work and orga nise 
and how to inspi rc ot hers. The consequence 
is that the friends of the school are legion." 
Some of them had now passed on. Some of 
them were unable to be with us tonight. but 
were wit h us in thei r he'lrts. He asked all 
present to rise and "Drink the hea lth of the 
Friends of St Mark's Church School'". 

Miss Clift reti red at the end of 1967. Her 
reti rement meant the end of an era in the 
history of the school. As a much,loved Head 
who did such selfless and constant work in 
running and advancing the School. she was 
grea tly missed. 

Her successor was Mr J . B. Uph.lm. B.A.. 
Ihe school's fi rSI Headmaster, who took up the 
position in 1968. 

The first port ion of the new school, the 
Calder Block. was completed in 1970. It was 
opened by the Governor-General. Si r Arthur 
I)orrill. on February 14. 1971. It was designed 
by Kenneth D. Mitchell. and built by Patterson 
and Pudd ick Ltd. It was built of brick a nd 
concrete, to match the other pa rish bu ildings. 
on the site formerly occupied by the Vica rage. 

Mr Upham resigned in 197 1. and was re, 
placed by Ihe Reverend R. G. Ki rby. B.A.. 
Dip. Tchg., who ca me from Wai kanae School. 

The old wooden building was demolished 
in June 1975. and during demoli tion it was 
discovered that gas was laid onto the bui ldi ng 



in [876. The School moved into the new block. 
which, with the new ad ministration wing. was 
opened on October [9, [975. The Rev. R. O. 
Kirby unvei led the plaque on this building. 
known as the Kirby Block. The architect was 
Mr V. H. C. Styles, of Ca ld er. Fowler. Styles. 
and the bui lder was Upton and Shearer Ltd . 
Gifts to the new school were a flag and flag­
pole. given by the Roya l Society of St George. 
and a mahogany crest was made and given 
by the architeci himself. 

During 1976, the School took possession 
of the house next door at No.2 Patterson Street. 
Built in 1904 for the McKenzie family. and 
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latterly used as flat s. considerable remodelli ng 
has been undertak en to make the building 
suitable for use by the School. 

Plans are being made fo r the celebration 
during September 1977 of the School's Dia­
mond Ju bi lee. and a full programme of events 
is being arranged. One of the highlights will 
be the dedication of the Holm Mem­
orial Library. At the sa me time, moves 
are afoot to reform (he Old Pupils' Association 
as a Friends of SI Mark 's Church School 
Association, incorporating Old Pupils, Teach­
ers. Parents of Pupils, and others with an 
interest in Ihe School. 



Music At 

CHQlR 

A CHO I R was formed very soon after the 
Consecration of the old church. The 

Evening Post of Saturday. May 27 . 1876. 
announced: 

"The musical members of the congregation 
of 51 Mark's Church, Adelaide Road, will 
meet a t the Church this evening to form a 
choir. Mr J. A Edwards will pres ide at the 
harmonium at tomorrow's service. and possibly 
ma y be ind uced to take permanent charge of 
the musica l arrangements. If so, 51 Mark's 
will be a 'fashiona ble church'," 

On Monday, the Post reporled: 
"We mentioned on Sa turda y that a meeting 

was to be held in the church tha t evening to 
make the necessa ry musical arrangements. The 
result was tha t an e(fic ient little choir was 
formed under Mr J . A. Edwards as choir­
master. who also acts as organi st. The musica l 
pa n of yesterday's service went very fai rly, 
a nd there was a good congrega tion, considering 
the weather .. 

The choir o f the ea rly days was no t robed. 
a nd a ppa rentl y the lady members sa t in the 
cha nce l with the men, but during the year 
1879-80 the men a nd boys were surpJiced. and 
the ladies took their posi tion in the front pews 
of the nave. not the most sa tisfactory position. 
as they had the ir backs to those they were 
supposed 10 be leading in sing ing. A pparentl y 
the congrega tion was a bit dubious a bout the 
introd uction of surplices, for the Annua l Report 
comments: 

" It is believed that the manifest improve­
ment in decency a nd o rder thus secured will 
soon reconc ile to an innova tion which some 
regarded. perha ps naturall y. with a little su~­
picion. T he lad ies ha ve ta ken their seats in 
the front of the congregation. where they 
render va lua ble service. It is obvious tha t boys' 
voices arc no adequa te substi tute for the full er 
a nd sweeter sing ing of the lad y choristers." 

The Church Chronicle, in commen ting on 
the cho ir's rendering of music on the Feast 
of the Epipha ny in - 1882, sa id : 

" In fact, in point of church singing this 
Christmas. the palm must be yielded to St 
Mark 's." 
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St. Mark's 

The choristers' robes at fi rst consisted of 
surplices onl y, but in 1884 cassocks were al so 
provided. The cost of these. a bout £20. was 
met from a fund collected by M r Percy Zoh rab. 
a purish a ud ito r a t tha t ti me. 

Some interesting sta tist ics of the cho ir at 
Ju ly 1. 1889 . state that there were 24 lad ies. 
21 men and 17 boys. Of these 62 . 36 were 
sopra no. fi ve a lto. 11 tenor and 10 bass. The 
a verage attenda nce was 42 in the morn ing 
and 46 in the evening. und 38 al pract ices. In 
1898 the cho ir ro ll was 75. 

In the Parish Magazine of J ul y 1889, Mr 
Coffey referred to the recen t ma rr iages of sev­
era l cho ir me mbers: 

"Evidently singers are prone to ma tri­
mony a nd it is clear that those who object 
to be o ld ma ids are wise in joi ning the cho ir. 
al wa ys of cou rse assu mi ng tha t the social 
motive is not the govern ing one. T he true 
singer sings for God." 

A few years la ter he lightly touched on 
a no ther aspect : 

"Mrs ."s voice seems to have. 
si nce her ma rriage. acq uired both stre ngth 
a nd sweetness. T his fact suggests a mea ns of 
improving vocal efTectiveness which young 
people may keep stead ily in view." 

An event which hit the head lines of the 
local newspa per was the cho irboys' strike. 

"One Ma rch night in 1892 the re was 
much scuffli ng a nd noise a t choir pract ice. 
whereupon the boys were severely repri­
manded by th e cho irmaster, Mr F. V. Wa ters. 
However. he fa iled to silence them with the 
result the noise reached the ears of the 
vicar. Mr Coffey, who descended upon the 
gat her ing. Of the 20 boys present . one in 
pa rticular was suggested to Mr Coffey as 
the ring leader. The boys. on the other ha nd. 
denied tha t he was the culprit. and they 
would no t accept his expU lsion by the vica r. 

"The fo llowi ng Sunday. 16 youthful 
me mbers o f the choi r presented themselves 
in the vestry. bu t refused 10 don the ir cas­
socks unless the sentence of ba nish ment was 
reca lled. The vica r was equall y determ ined 



that their 'brother-in-harmony' (as T he Post' 
referred to the absent choirboy) should keep 
out of the choir. 

"The 16 boys then left St Mark's in a 
b<xiy, and ga thered outside the precincts 
of the church to 'consider the posit ion'. The 
outcome of their deliberations was a unani­
mous determination to 'stay out" until such 
time as Mr Coffey was prepared to wi th­
draw his letter of expulsion. 'The strike'. 
of course, became parish news. and was 
discussed in many homes, including those 
of the 'strikers'. Sullicient cogent reasons, 
it appea rs, were advanced by several of the 
pa rents to retu rn 10 the church. There they 
were received by Mr Coffey before service, 
and they were told that he would not perm it 
any of them to rejoin the choi r until they 
had apologised to him for their past conduct. 
The vicar added, however, that those present 
could, if they 1>0 desi red, robe and take their 
places in the church on the understanding 
Ihat they were to be rega rded as visitors 
only. ' It was noticeable that there was an 
unusual tremuloso sound ill the boys' voices: 
'The Post" reported, and the alacrity ob· 
served by some of the lads in rising at the 
bidd ing of the choi rmaster. and the exceed · 
ing reluctance with which they resumed 
their sea ts were also noted . Richard Coffey 
preached that night from the text: 'He that 
is not wi th me is agai nst me! ' In the course 
of his sermon, 'The Post' declared, he reo 
ferred to an 'increase of larrikinism. and the 
disinclination children now exhibited 1Il 

subjecting themselves to the commands and 
injunctions of their pa rents and those placed 
in authori ty over them· ... 

One of the notewort hy featu res of SI Mark's 
dur ing the time Mr Coffey was vicar. was the 
emphasis he placed a ll the services being COIl ­
gregationa l. At the Annual Genera l Meeti ng in 
1890, .. 1t was staled by Mr Sa muel Brown. who 
travels much, that the singing was in his opinion 
more adapted to the congre~alion than that of 
any church he had visited .. . St Mark's had 
the honour of introducing some reforms in the 
city, and in respect of the d uty of making church 
services. as far as possi ble. suitable to the 
people, il has borne its share." 

In 1897 the fire which destroyed the ha ll 
dest royed also the cassocks and surplices of 
the choi r members. who used the hall as a 
robing room. 

The foll owi ng year the choir ladies adopted 
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a colour scheme in the ribbon band of their 
"sailor" or "boater" hats that coincided with 
the colours of the church's seasons. a custom 
which natura ll y vanished when sa ilor hats were 
no longer in fashion! 

Some 30 years later. a t the Annua l Meeting 
of Parishioner .. in 1929. a parish ioner suggested 
that the lady members of the choir should be 
robed in cassock a nd surplice so that they 
could si t in the dlancel. as the effect of thei r 
voices seemed rather lost wh ile occupying the 
choi r galleries. The suggestion was promptly 
ad opted , and the ladies first appeared in chu rch 
full y robed on Easter Day. 1930. 

New choir robes were ded icated in 1961. 

Choi r Secretary and Librarian through the 
ea rly yea rs included T . W. Pilcher, H. E. 
Wi lson. R. W. Risi ng. J. W. Henrichs, G. \Y. 
Wi lton. M. L. Wi lkins. A. Pleasa nt, L. N. 
Watkins a nd H. Mauhews. 

ORGAN IST 
1876·8 1 
188 1·84 

1885 
1886·92 
1892·93 
1893-96 
1896-1 939 
1940-64 
1964·65 
1965·68 

1968-

ORGAN 

R. C. Hamcrlon 
J. K. Manning, M.A. 
Mus Doc (Oxon). 
E. T . Morshead 
W. H. Hardwicke 
A H. Ha merlon 
T . C. Webb. AT.C.L. 
L. F. Watkins. Mus Bac 
E. C. Jamieson. Mus Bae 
Miss A B. Ca lder, B.A 
L. F. Mann. A.R.C.O .. 
AR.C.M. 
D. J . Huckksby. A.R.C.O .. 
A R.C.M .. L.T.c.L. 

The orga n in the present church was rebui lt 
from the orga ll in the old St Mark's. 

The original church first used a borrowt;d 
harmonium for a yea r, but it see ms that cerlam 
remarks made in a sermon were unpalata ble 
to the lender. a nd the following day the in­
strument was removed. Mr Coffey immediately 
paid a visit to an auction room and purchased 
a small harmonium for C5.This was sold the 
follow ing year for £6 and an Americn n orga~l 
was purcha sed for (50 which did duty unttl 
a pipe orga n was installed. 

The fi rst rcference to the pipe organ is a 
suggestion made to a meeting of the vestry 
on October 10. 1877, by Mr P1tTker, a member 
of the Vestry, proposing the establ ish ment of 



a specia l organ fund . By the nex t Annua l 
Meeting in July 1878. (55 had been promised. 
and a special organ commillce was later set 
up. 

The organ was acquired in 1879 and was 
a comparatively small one of two manuals 
and pedals. bu ilt by Ha hnshaw of Birmingha m. 
and had about 15 stops. The Annua l Report 
for 1879-80 stated : "A new Organ was erected 
during the past year, and must prove a great 
help IOwards the eOkient render ing of Divine 
Service. It is also profita ble that. through the 
power of music. many who have ceased attend­
ance at Church may aga in be brought within 
the reach of these solemn im pressions, which 
tend to righteounes5. ,. 

In 1894 the organ was reconstructed by Mr 
A. Hobday. A third manual was added and 
the number of SlOps was increased to about 
31. This work led to the follow ing cQmment 
when sincere thanks were recorded "in a special 
manner to Mr C. E. Ca rter. 11 member of Ihe 
congrega tion. who devoted much lime and ski ll 
gratuitously in superintending the beautifying 
of the pipes. a branch of art in which he has 
proved himsel f a master' . 

Further additions and im provements. 111' 

,."tuding revoicing. wcre made in 1906 by Mr 
H. A. Tustin. acting for Messrs Norman and 
Bea rd of England . 

In 1928 Mr Tustin was asked to practically 
reconstruct the organ . and a large num ber of 
improvements were made. 

"The whole organ ha s been re-voiced. 
and the IOta 1 improvcment is quite rcmark ­
able. St Mark's orga n is now the largcst 
Church orga n in Well ington. and is one of 
which any congrega tion might be proud ." 

The organ was reded iC'lIcd on June 30. 
1932. by Bishop Sprott . in the presence of a 
large congrega tion. The reconstruction of the 
orga n produced practica lly a new instrument . 

The orga n was again reconstructed in 1954. 
The work wa s ca rried oul by Mr E. Hayman. 
a Wellington organ bui lder. The organ was 
dedica ted at 7.30 p. m. on Thursday. October 
7. 1954. by the Right Rev. E. J. Rich. On 
St Mark's Day. 1955. the Great Organ Flute 
was dedicated in memory of Mr L. F. Watkins. 
organ isl 1896-1939. 

The organ was taken from the old church 
before the church was demolished. and it was 
rebui lt by Messrs George Croft and Son Ltd. 
The completed organ was installed in the new 
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chu rch and reded icated by the Vicar. the Rev. 
M. L. Ca lder, on September 17. 1966. 

HYM N BOOK 
The hymn book firs t used in 5t Mark's 

was The New Zealand Hymnal. a book believed 
to have bccn compiled by an Auckland priest. 
The book had a major disadva ntage in being 
printed wi thou t tunes. 

Not long after St Mark 's wa s opened a 
new edition of Hymns Ancient and Modem 
reached New Zea land . This hymna l had tunes 
provided for the hymns. but it was viewed with 
some suspicion in va rious qua rters as the dis­
tinguishing badge of the High Ch urch party. 
and opening the 'ecclesiastical door to all 
sorts of Romanisi ng doctrines and practices'. 

A conference of ci ly clergy and church­
wa rdens wa s held in April 1877 to discuss the 
hymn book. and the following resolution wa s 
passed : 

"Many of the hymns in th is collection 
ha ving been objected to as containing state­
ments and sentiments ..:ontrary to sound 
doctrine. it is thought wcll to gua rd against 
misunderstand ing by reminding the congre· 
ga tion that it is used in this church merely 
as a matter of convenience. beca use it is 
thought to contain a larger number of good 
hymns and tunes than any other ava ilable 
hymnal. and thus it has no clai m whatever 
to be regarded as an authoritative Service 
Boo!< of the Church of England:' 

This ~ tatement was printed and d isplayed 
in the porches of St Peter's and 51 Pau l's at 
the introduction of the hymnal. 

But what of 5t Mark 's? No representative 
of 5t Mark's attended this conference; a month 
before the Vestry had passed the following 
resolution: 

'"The question of a Hymnal having been 
introd uced il was moved by Mr Douglas 
and seconded by Mr Plimmer that the 
Hymnal known as " Hymns Ancient and 
Modern" be adopted for use of St Mark's 
Choi r and Congregat ion." 

It is s,"lid that Bi sho p Had fie ld impressed 
on the Curate of St Mark 's that he must accept 
fu ll responsibility for th e introd uction of the 
new book. 

Hymns Ancient and Modern remained the 
hymnal in usc in the parish until the intro­
duction in October 1955 of Hymns Ancient and 
Modern Revised, the hymnal in use today. 



Clergy 

VICAR 
1876 

1876· 1907 
1907·08 
1908 
1908- 11 
191 I 

19 11 ·22 
1923 

1923·33 
1933·54 
1954-60 
1960· 

F. 1'. Sherriff. Curate-in­
cha rge, May-October 
R. Coffey 
J. G. S. Bartlett, acting 
H. J, Edwa rds. acting 
A. M. Johnson 
H. Will ia ms. acti ng. October­
Dece mber 
C. F. Askew 
J. E. Blackburne. acti ng, 
Februa ry-June 
H. E. K. Fry 
N. F. E. Robertshawe 
T. V. Pea rson 
M. L. Ca lder 

T HE REVEREND RICHA RD COFFEY. 
M .A .. was the first Incumbent or ;Curate' of 
51 Mark's-i t is sa id that he disli ked the ti tle 
Vica r. and rdused to usc il when it became 
the appropriate ti tle in 1896. He was born in 
Wcstmcat h. Ireland. on September 14. 1836. 
He grad uated B.A. from T rinity Colleg~. 
Du blin, in 1865 . and was made Deacon In 

Tuam Ca thed ral by the Bishop, Lord Plu nkCl, 
of Februa ry 25. 1866, and was ordained Priest 
in Cork Ca thed ral by the Right Rev. Dr Gregg 
on September 23. 1866. He was curate of 
Westport. Cou nty Mayo. but. beca use of a 
thro.1 l infection. decided to come to ew 
Zealand . He arrived a l Port Chalmers on the 
"Chile" in 1868, and was Incumbent of Queens· 
town (1868-72) and of Milton (1872-76), both 
in the Dunedi n Diocese. In October 1876 he 
ca me to St Mark ·s. In 1894, Trinity College. 
Dublin. awarded him the degree M.A. Richa rd 
Coffey died on March 14. 1907_ as the result 
of a stroke of paralysis. and was buried in 
Karori Cemetery. An interesting poin t about 
his dea th is that he wrote up and signed in 
advance his own entry in the Buria l Register! 
His wife. Jessy Coffey. d ied on March 25,1911. 
T here was no fam ily. 

T HE REVER END Au...AN MacDONALD 
JOHNSON. M.A., was born a t Madras. and 
ed uca ted a t SI Pau l's School. London, and 
Gonville and Ca ius College. Ca mbridge. 
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grad uating M.A. in 1897. He was ordained 
Deacon and Priest in Rochester Cathedra l. 
After a curacy in England. he ca me to New 
Zeala nd in 1896 as Cura te of St Peter's, Wei· 
lington (1 896-99). He was Vica r of G rey town 
with Fea therston ( 1899- 1905), Vica r of Master· 
ton (1 905-08). and Vicar of St Mark's, Welling­
ton (1 908-1 1). He was an able theologian: a 
forceful and informi ng preacher. of outstandmg 
ki nd liness in word and deed. and he did much 
to foster the socia l life of the pa rish. Be<:ause 
of his wife's ill -healt h. he left St Mark's and 
went to be Vicar of St Pau l's Pro-Ca thed ra l. 
Welli ngton (1 9 11-29). After ind ifferent hea lth 
for many yea rs, Mrs Johnson died on May 
27. 1934. The Archdeacon himseIr died on 
August 3, 1934. He is remembered by a plaque 
in O ld St Pa ul·s. Mulgrave Street. There was 
one son. Archdeacon Johnson was Archdeacon 
of Well ington (19 19-34). Vicar-General of the 
Diocese (1925-29). Edi tor of the Diocesan 
paper. T he Church Chronicle, Exa minin,g 
Chaplain to the Bishop. Further afield: ~IS 
scholarship was of great va lue to the Provlllcla l 
Board of Theologica l Studies. of which he was 
Secreta ry and Examiner. 

TH E REVER END CHARLES FRED· 
ERIC K ASKEW, M.A., was born in 1870 
nca r Barrow-i n·Furness, and graduated B.A . 
from St Peter's College. Cambridge. in 1909, 
and M.A. in 19 19. He was made Deacon III 

1900 and ordained Priest in 1901. in the Diocese 
of Ripon, and served as cura te of La isten Dyke 
(1900-1906) and as Vica r of Ingrow with Hain­
worth (1906-1 I), before coming to New Zea land 
to be Vica r of St Mark's (19 11-22), He left 
St Ma rk's to be Vica r of <:hr ist <:hurch 
Ca thedra l, Nelson. a nd Dea n of Nelson (1 923. 
33). Unfortunately, after his return to England 
to work wit h the Na tiona l Society for <:hureh 
Schools, his hea lth fa iled, and he died in a 
railway accident on December 5. 1934. He 
was a ta ll commanding fig ure of an austere 
countenance. He ga ve grea t leadership to 5 t 
Ma rk's. and was fu ll of energy. Many yea rs 
ago, th is rhyme was published in one of the 
newspapers: 

Should anyone ask you who is Askew, 
Just proudly poi nt to sta tely old St Mark's 
And tell them as a preacher he's a feature. 



Who. when he tackles trouble raises spa rks. 
For sin's a curse 
And Askew's terse. 
And. when he takes his coa t off it's a 

case of "Good nigh!. nu rse!" 

- Truth, May 20. 1922. 

THE REVEREND HENRY ERI C 
l\YRLE FRY, M.A .. was born in Canter­
bu ry. En~land. in 1885. the son of the Rev. 
H. L. Frv. He was educated at Merchant 
Tavlor.~ School. London. and Ex eter College. 
Oxhrd . where he ~raduated B.A. with th ird 
cla~s h ' nours in theologv in 190ft and M.A. 
with honours in 1912. After fu rt her tra ining 
at R ipon Theolop,ica l (,o ll e~e. he was made 
Dearon in 1909 and ordained Priest in 1910. 
in the D;oce~e of Ri pon. He was curate of 
Bradford Par i ~h ClmTch (1 909·11)' curale of 
Farcha 'll (lQI 2-1 5t Vicar of Porr hester. Hants 
(1 915-23). He then came out to New Zealand 
in rc.~pon~e to a call from th e Church here_ 
where there was a preat shortaf!.e of clergy, 
and was Vicar of St Mark 's rt 921-33). Lower 
Hull 0933-43). Otaki (1943-50), Following his 
retirement from narish work. he wa~ Chanlain 
at Palmer~ ton North Hospital and Olanlain 
to the Bishop of WelFnp,ton (l9')0·62l. He was 
made an Honorary Canon in 1942. and Canon 
Emerit u<; in 1963. At Palmerston North. Canon 
Frv took a deeD interest in the bui lding of 
a Chaoel for pa tients and ho~pi t a l staff. It 
was sited ."0 it would be an inteu;ral part of 
the ho .. oita l. a nd wa .. the first chapel of its 
kind. Canon Fry spent his last few yea rs in 
Selwyn Vi l la~e. Auckland. and died on Feb­
ruary I. 1969. His wife died in 1945. and there 
was one son. John. and one daughter. the 
late Mrs H. C. Goetz. wife of the Rev. Grevis 
Goetz of Auckland , At the time of the 80th 
anniversarY of St Mark's Chu rch. Canon Fry 
was described as " , . a beloved man of God 

a very kind ly man. and ha .. never spared 
himself in his Da .. tora l duties. During his in­
cumbencv the Gi rts' Bible Class rea r-hed great 
heights (a tribute to the late Mrs Frv)."- An 
intere<;t in"! facl is that Canon Fry arrived at 
Exeter Collep.e at the sa me time as the Rev. 
T. B. "Tubbv" Clavlon. founder Padre of 
Toe H. and Dr Geoffrev Francis Fisher. later 
Archbishop of Ca nterburY. and was therefore 
an exact contemporary. He was later to renew 
t h e~e friendships when these men visited New 
Zea land. 
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TI-I E REVER EN D NOEL FRANCIS 
EDWAR D ROHERTSHA WE, M.A., was 
born in Dannevirke on December 24. 1888. the 
son of the Rev. E. Robertshawe. He was 
ed ucated at Wanga nui Collegiate School. and 
the Uni versity of New Zealand. and graduated 
M.A. with th ird class honours in Classics in 
1911. He was made Deacon in 1911 and 
ordained Priest in 1913 in the Diocese of 
Wa iapu. and served as Curate of St Ma tthew's. 
Hastings (1912-14). In England. he was curate 
of SI Paul's. Middlesborou~h (1915 -16). Cha p­
lain to the British Expedit iona ry Force (1917-
19). and was awa rded the Mili tary Cross in 
[918. He was 013plain to King's College. 
Auckland 0919-24). and Vica r of TIlames 
(1924-29). Duri n,!! another spell in England. 
he was curate at Holv Trini ty. Foll<eslOne (1929-
31) and Vicar of St Mark's. Newington-nex t­
Sitt ingborne ( 191 1-33), From 1933-54 he was 
Vicar of St Mark's. from 1936-54 also acting 
as Superintendent of the Chinese Mission. He 
was made an Honora ry Canon in 194 [. Ca non 
Robertshawe left St Mark's in 1954 and was 
Vica r of Ma rtinborough (1954·58). On his re­
ti rement to New Plymouth in 1958. he was 
made Canon Emeritus. and took a full pa rt 
in the life of 5t Mary's. New Plymout h. Ca non 
Robcrtshawe died in October 1970. Hc had 
three sons and three dauf!. hters. TIlC first child 
born to a Vicar of St Marl,·s was baotised 
in St Mark's on Au{!ust 6. 1933. Mark Wilson 
Robertshawe. the Christia n name being a com· 
plimem to the pa rish. Ralph is Cha pla in of 
Rathkeale Colle!!e. Masterton: Rosa mu nd is 
Head mistress of Wai kato Diocesa n School for 
Girts in Hamilton. and John spent some ti me 
work ing in the Diocese of Melanes ia . 

THE REVER END TOM VI"VIAN PEAR­
SON, L.Th ., was born in 19 14 and educa ted 
at South Otal!o High School. and received his 
theologica l train i n~ at Selwvn College. Dunedin. 
I!aining his L.Th. in 1940. He was made Deacon 
in 1937 and ordained Priest in 1938 in the 
Diocese of Wellington, and was curate of 
Maslerton (1937.43). serving as a tempora ry 
Chapla in to the Forces 0941-43). He was 
Vicar of Pormaroa with Mall<!atai noka (1943-
46). Vicar of Eltham (1946-50), and Vicar of 
Otaki (1950-54), From 1954·60 he was Vicar 
of SI Mark's. In 1960 he beca me Vicar of 
Gisborne in the Diocese of Wa iapu. and in 
1963 an Honorary Canon. He returned to the 
Diocese of Wellington in 1964 to be Vica r 
of Trentham. and since 1970 has also served 
as Archdeacon of Belmont. He has served 
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on Sta nd ing Committee a nd a number of o ther 
diocesan com mittees. He ha s a son and two 
daughters. Archdeacon Pea rson was brought 
up in the Pa rish of St Mark. Ba lclutha, and 
has sa id: 

"St Mark's is in my blood. very much 
so. fo r Ba lclutha's St Mark's is no t alone, 
I became Vica r of St Mark's Wellington, 
the Governor-Genera l's Church. I was Vica r 
of St Mark's Ma nga ta inoka whcre T ui beer 
is brewed. [ pioneered St Mark 's Makuri, 
and I opened a nd hclped to namc St Mark's 
Elgi n. G isborne." 

THE REVEREND MATTHEW LEWIS 
CALDER. Th.L., was born in 1919. He is an 
eight h genera tion member of the Caldcr fa mily 
to take Holy Orders, a nd the th ird to serve 
in the Illin istry of the Anglica n Church in 
New Zealand. He is thc son of thc la te Rev­
erend Jasper Ca lder, M.B.E., well-known to 
a genera tion of Aucklanders as a colourful 
and dynamic preacher and City Missioner duro 
ing the yea rs of the Depression of the I 930s. 
The Rev. M. L. Ca lder was ed ucatcd at King's 
School and King's College, A uck land. a nd 
before hi s ord ination had a va ried ca reer. At 
17. tired of bei ng a famous ma n's son. he 
went to Syd ney, where, know ing no onc. he 
landed with £5 in his pocket. He d id a ll sorts 
of jobs. worked as a reporter. appea red on 
the stage, d id free-lance commercia l radio 
work . a nd even fo r a short ti me worked in a 
circus. He worked fo r two yea rs as Lay 
Preacher with the Rev. R . B. S. Ha mmond. 
and tra ined for the priesthood a t Moore T heo­
logica l College, Syd ney. He passed the Sydney 
Theologica l Prelimina ry with honours in 1938. 
a nd was awa rded the T h.L. of the A ustral ia n 
College of Theology in 1940, Made Deacon in 
194 1 in the Dioccse of Wa ik a to. he was cura te 
of St John's, Te Awa mutu, and then spent 
some ti me in 1942 on sick leave. He was 
o rdai ned Fr iesl in 1943 by the Bishop of 
Aotea roa. a nd spent 1943-44 as cura te of SI 
John's Ca thedra l. Na picr. From 1944 ·49 he 
was Vica r of Taradal e. and frequentl y fill ed 
the chu rch with the loca l jockey fra ternity. 
From 1949-60 he was Vicar of Wa ipawa, 
Cha pla in to the Abbotsford Homc, and Wa iapu 
cd itor of Church and People. In 1955 a new 
Vicarage was built in Wai pawa . and in the 
sa me yea r Mr Calder introduced the We lls 
Orga nisation to the Waia pu Synod. ] n 1956. 
with the a pprova l of his vestry. the Wells 
Orga nisation was employed to undertake a 
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The Reverend M. l. Calder, Th.l .. Vicar, 1960·. 
- New Zea/alld Herald Plio/a. 

fund- raising canvas in the Waipawa Pa rish. 
Simila r canvasses followed in parishes through­
Ool New Zea land. Tn 1960 Mr Ca lder beca me 
Vica r of St Mark's. and duri ng his time in 
the parish he has seen the whole pa rish plant 
including the school com pletely rebui lt. He has 
been well·known as a broadcaster (h is fa ther 
made Auck land's first religious broadcast 
in Apri l 1923) and has had three books of 
his broadcast tal ks published-Sin in the City 
( 1966). Drama in the City (1968), Sensation 
in the City (1969). together with a si ngle ta lk 
on Ihe Plan for U nion. Ala rm in the City 
(197 1). He has also served on the Wel­
lington Diocesan Com mittee on R elig ious 



Broadcasting. and the Wellington Diocesan 
Church Schools Board. and si nce 1972 
has been the sub-wa rden of the loca l Lay 
Readers' Association. Mr Ca lder's oppo­
si tion to the Plan for Union in 1971 helped 
to found the Selwyn Society. and he was 
the Wellington Branch Chairma n and National 
Chairman for several years, and has served 
on the National Council. He has been an op­
ponent of the World Counci l of Churches' 
grants to terrorist groups in Africa, and visited 
South N rica in 1974 as the guest of the South 
African Government. He has been National 
Chairman of the New Zea land- Israel Associa­
tion for several yea rs, and during 1975 visited 
Israel as the guest of the Government. 

ASSISTANT CLERGY 

1887-88 
189 1-93 
1894-96 
1896-97 
1897·99 
1899- [902 
1902-07 
1909-11 
1912· 14 
1912·14 
1913- 17 
1917-1 8 
19 17-21 
1925-27 
1927 

J . W. Chapman 
A M. Bradbury 
O. Fitzgerald 
H. L. Monckton 
H. L. Monckton 
E. T. W. Bond 
J . G. S. Bartlett 
C. E. O'H. Tobin 
W. D. S. Ogden 
L. H. Fenn 
H. W. Thomson 
W. A. Keay 
A. T. B. Page 
S. J . S. Groves 
C. N. R. Mackenzie 
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1928-29 
1931-33 
1933-37 
1939-42 
1941-44 
1957-60 
1960-62 
1964-65 
1970-7 1 

L. A. Barnes 
H. V. C. Reynolds 
V. C. Ven imore 
I. C. Edwards 
H. C. Arnold 
J . P. A. Harkett 
B. N. Davis 
J . K. Belli ngham 
E. A. Subramani 

RETIRED CLERGY 
1876-98 C. D. de Castro 
1888- 190 I A. Stock 
1894-96 W. Rona ldson 

D. H. Jenk ins 
1903· D. C. Bates 

F. T. Sherriff 

HONORARY ASSISTANT PRIESTS 
1949-55 W. S. Southward 
1955-64 C. W. Haskell 
1963-67 W. Bell 
1968-69 W. W. Robinson 
1970-74 M . C. Bent 
197 1· R. G. Ki rby 
1972- S. D. McConchie 

To the ... former Parish Priests of 5t 
Mark's C1lurch we owe a gratitude which 
cannot be written in words, bu t is writ large 
in the lives of countless souls who have served 
God humbl y because of the vision ca ught from 
their fa it hful Ministry. 

- The Markian, May 27. 1956. 



Parish Officers 
VICAR'S WARDEN 1905-07 R. E. Rawnsley 

1876-80 K. Wilson 1907-08 W. J. Hueston 
1~80-83 C. E. Zoh rab 1908-10 J. Bcsant 
1883-84 R. C. Ramerlon 1910-12 T. W. Pilcher 
1884·87 C. H . Cha twin 1912-1 4 G. W. Morgan 
1887-88 R. C. Hamerton 19 14-22 W. J. Gaudin 
1~8-91 P. P. Webb 1922-27 A. P. Willia mson 
1891-92 G. N. Baggett 1927-36 G. A Kennedy 
1892-94 C. H. Chatwin 1936-39 W. Chambers 
1894-96 T. W. Pilcher 1939-40 J . E. Sharp 
1896-97 J. W. Henderson 1940-42 O. A. O hlsson 
1897-\903 C. H. Chutwin 1942-45 W. Cha mbers 
1903-06 A. Stace 1945-49 W. J. Gaudin 
1906-08 W. L. Meek 1949-50 H. A Gilby 
1908-09 W. J. H ueston 1950-5 \ J . M. Ferguson 
1909-11 W. J . Gaud in 195 1-53 W. J. Gaudin 
1911- 12 R. E. Rawnsley 1953-58 C. G. Berry 
1912-14 W. 1. HueslOn 1958-63 H. L. Read 
1914-22 W. H. Madeley 1963-69 J. W. Prescott 
1922-27 R. L. Button 1969-72 V. N. Haase 
1927-34 W. J. Gaud in 1972·75 J. C. Parnell 
19]4·39 G. W. Barlt rop 1975· G. B. Mills 
1939·40 O. A. Ohlsson 
1940·43 W. J. Ga udin LAY R EADERS (list incomplete) 
[944·46 E. M. Pankhurst C. C. Howa rd 1946-47 S. M. Kemp 
1947·49 E. M. Pankhurst D. Balls 

1949-51 Lt Col F. G. M. Jenkins 1884- 1905 H. Gaby 

195[-52 C. H. Benney 1884-95 S. P. Curt is 

1952 H. A. Hutchinson 1884· J. O. Butts 

1952-53 J . B. Collier 1886- L. Halliwell 

1953·56 T . G. Hislop 1888- C. Callis 

1956-63 G. E. Cox 1889-93 D. H . Jen kins 

1963-72 W. P. Newd ick 1894-1 907 P. P. Webb 

1972- V. N. Haase 1894-96 J . W. Davis 
1894-1907 H. Bai ll ie 

PEOPLE'S WA RD EN 
1896-05 R. C. Hamertoll 

• 1896- F. J . Wilson 
1876-78 H. Gaby 1896- G. F lux 
1878 H. Leck ie 1896· Rees 
1878-83 H. Gaby 1896- C. C. Gaby 
1883·84 C. E. Zoh rab 1896- E. Thorn ton 
1884-85 R. C. Hamenon 1899· 1900 A. Topp 
1885-86 J . E. Page 1899- 1905 H. A. Huggins 
1886·89 F. Stevens 1903-14 C. H. Olatwi n 
[889·92 J . G. Chapma n 1903-\8 D. Bray 
1892 L. Hall iwell 1907 -1 0 J . And rews 
1892-93 R. C. Hamerton 1907-08 G. R. Barnett 
1893-95 H. J . H. Blow 1908·54 R. P. Bray 
1895-97 W. P. Ja mes 1908-19 C. B. Burdekin 
1897· 1901 R. C. Hamerton 1908-14 F. G. Page 
1901-03 H. J . H. Blow 1909· 18 A. E. R isi ng 
1903 -05 G. Shirtc1iffe 19 [0· 18 F. J. R. Gled hill 
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THE VESTRY, 1976 
Members, from left to right: Mr V. N. Haase ( Vicar's W arden), Mr P. J . Webb, M iss M . Y. Inglis. 
Mr J . H. McCaul. Mr G. B. Mills (People s Warden). the Rev. M . l. Calder. Mr G. E. lovelock, 

Mrs B. Peach. Mrs S. Akers. Mr D. R. Marple. Mr J . H. Grounsell. 

19 19-28 
19 19-20 
19 19 
1923-40 
1925-27 
1944-49 
1955-57 
1960-73 
1962-65 
1964-65 
1966-70 
1974 

R. L. Button 
G . E. Bray 
R. Marsack 
C. G. Kemp 
H. S. Cordery 
E. M. Pank hurst 
J . P. A. Harken 
H. L. Read 
P. N. Bloom 
M. D. Coleman 
P. J . C. Ca lder 
D. J. Vel tom 

SVNODSMAN 
1884-87 
1884-1902 
1887-90 

R. C. Hamerton 
H . Gaby 
F. Stevens 
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1890-96 
1896· 1902 
1896·97 
1897-1902 
1902-04 
1902·05 
1902 
1904- 14 
1904 ·08 
1905-13 
1908·1 1 
1911·15 
1913-53 
19 14-20 
1915-17 
1917-29 
1920-26 

- RO/w/d D . W oo/I. PlwlOliraph . 

P. P. Webb 
H. J . H. B low 
J. W. Davis 
T. W. Pilc her (Jm) 
J. C. Andrew 
P. P. Webb 
C. White 
G. Shirtcliffe 
A. Stace 
C. H. Chatwin 
F. R. Russell 
W. J. Hueston 
W. J . Gaudin 
G. W. M organ 
W. F. Wa rd 
R. L. Butt on 
W. H. Madeley 

• 



1926-29 A. P. Wi ll iamson 
1929-35 \Y. H. Madcley 
1929-32 L. F. Watkins 
1932-37 G. A. Kennedy 
1935-44 G . W. Barlt rop 
[937·46 W. Chambers 
1944·50 E. M. Pank hurst 
1946-47 O . A. Ohlson 
1947-50 F. B. A nyon 
1950-51 A. 1-1 . Gilby 
1950·53 C. J . Thornton 
[95 1-54 1. H. Smith 
1953-57 C. G. Berry 
1953·56 W. G. Ca rpenter 
1954-59 G. E. Cox 
1956-59 A. E. Davenport 
1957·58 J . W. Prescott 
1 <)59-G8 V. N. Haase 
1959-77 H. L. Read 
1968-69 C. S. Pinker 
1969-7 1 J. C. Pa rnell 
197 1-77 Miss M. Y. Inglis 

• 1977- G. B. Mills 
1977- 1. H. McCau l 

NOT E: From 1896- 1957 there 
synodsmcn . Since 1958 

, 

• 

• 

were three 
there have 
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been two synodsmen only_ elected 
every three yea rs. 

LICENSE D TO ADMINISTER THE 
CHALICE AT HOLY COMMUNION 

1966-73 H . L. Read 
1966-70 P. J. C. Calder 
1974- D. J . Yellom 
1977· J. H. McCa ul 

PAR ISH SECRETARY 
Parish Secreta ries over the yea rs have in­

cluded : Mrs Oould, Miss J. Shaw. Miss R. 
Jones. Mrs C. W. Has!tell. Mrs A. Pa rnell 
(nee Knight). Miss O. Hughes. Miss B. Ruscoe. 
Miss A. T urk , Miss J. Lowe. Miss M. Y. 
Ing:is, Mrs B. Peach, Mrs B. J. And rew. 

LAY ASSIST ANT 
1910-17 

1921·26 

1933 

1955-57 

Sister Constance Arlidge 
(Deaconess) 
Sister Constance A rl idge 
(Deaconess) 
Mr E. O. Shield (Sti pendiary 
Lay Reader) 
Miss B. E. Best (Parish 
Assistant) 



Parishioners Of 

M ANY pa rishioners have given long and 
val ued service to the Church and Parish. 

but duri ng the past 100 yea rs a nu mber of 
names stand out for particularly outslanding 
and long service. It is a lways invidious to 
a ttempt to mention names, for inevitably some 
which should be incl uded will be omitted , but 
this history would be incomple te without a 
tribute 10 Messrs G . W. Ba rltrop. R . P. Bray, 
S. Brown, R . L Button, W. J . GaUd in, R. C. 
HamerlQIl, E. C. Jamieson. L. F. Wa tkins 
and the M isses Annie and Eva Holm. 

Mr George William Barl trop joined the 
parish in 188 1 and served with disti nction in 
many capacities as Sunday School teacher, 
organist a t Newtown. vestryma n. Vica r's 
Churchwa rden (1935-39) and Vestryma n Emer· 
itus. He was a member of the Trust Board for 
16 years. Synodsma n (1935-44) and a lay re­
presentative of the Welli ngton Diocese at 
Genera l Synod in [940. He helped found St 
Ma rk 's Ch urch School and was a member of 
the School Commi ttee from its foundation 
until he died 27 years la ter. He was a member 
of several diocesan commi ttees, and as a va lued 
member of the Diocesa n Cenlcnary Committee 
he took the keenest imerest in the New Ca th· 
ed ra l. Among other gift s to the parish. as a 
thankoffering on the occasion of their Silver 
Wedding Ann iversary on January 26. 191 1. 
Mr and Mrs Barltrop presented a brass Alta r 
Desk and Alta r Missal; on thei r Golden Wed­
ding a Lectern Bible; on their Diamond 
Weddi ng the candlesticks on the H igh Alta r. 
Mr Barltrop died on November II . 1946, and 
the fo llowi ng year Bishop Owen told Synod : 

"Affectiona tely known as the 'fa ther of 
Synod', George Wi llia m 8 arltrop has left 
behind him an outstand ing record of long 
service to the Church and Diocese:' 

In his memory. parishioners presented a 
silver chalice and pa ten, but perhaps the most 
va lua ble memor ia l can be found in the records 
of the parish's fi rst 60 yea rs, meticulously 
assembled and kept by Mr Barl trop, who had 
appointed himself a rchivist and historian for 
the parish. A ny history of the par ish is in­
debted to his foresigh t in preserving this 
materia l. 
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Long Standing 

Mr Reginald Percy Bray was Lay Reader 
from 1908 to 1954, and a chorister a t St Ma rk's 
for over 50 years. In the ir Annua l Report for 
1954-55 the Churchward ens noted: 

"With deep regret we record the passing 
of Mr Percy Bray, for over ha lf a century 
a very active mem ber of the Par ish as 
Sunday School Superintend ent. Choir mem o 
ber. Lay Reader, Vestryman and Aud itor: ' 

T he set of the musica l ed ition of Hymns 
Ancient and Mcxlern Revised. used by the 
Choir. is a memoria l to Mr Bray. 

Mr Sa muel Brown, who died in August 
1909. aged 64. was described as "one of the 
oldest and best fr iends that 5t Mark's Chu rch 
has had" . The fi rst minute book of the parish 
shows tha t as fa r ba ck as 1874 Mr Brown 
took a keen interest in th e formation of the 
pa rish, and in 1876 he was a member of the fi rst 
Vestry formed . He prepa red the plans for the 
first Vicarage. the old Sunday School Hall . 
and advised on the enlargement of the old 
chu rch. His position in the A rbi trat ion Court 
caused long absences from Wellington. "bu t 
he made it a point of being present at the grea t 
festiva ls. St Mark 's is the poorer for the loss 
of a fa ithfu l and generous friend, and Wel­
lington for a man respected and trusted by a ll 
who va lued a true and honest character ." 

Mr Robert Lorimer Button was closely 
associa ted with the work of the Chu rch, firstly 
a t Eastbourne. then a t St Mark's. and later 
at Plimmerton and Parapa ra umu. At St 
Mark 's, he was Sunday School Superintendent. 
Synodsman (1917-29). Lay Reader (19 19-28). 
and Vica r's Churchwa rden (1 922.27). and wa s 
for a number of years a member of the Standing 
Committee of the Diocese of Well ington. He 
died in May 1947, and Bishop Owen sa id : 

"A nother of our most fa ithfu l Church 
workers. . He was a most generous sup­
porter of the Church's work, especia lly for 
the work overseas. He was a lso keenly in­
terested in the new Cathed ral a nd , .. it 
was very la rgely d ue to the enthusiastic 
optim ism which he at a ll ti mes d isplayed 
tha t the Ca thedral Appea l achieved its sue· 
cess. He was appointed a Lay Ca non when 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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the Cathedra l Chapter was established in 
1925 ," 

Mr William James Gaudin, D,D,E" was 
born in Wellington in 1877 and was the tirst 
baby ba ptised in the font that wa s replaced by 
the Colfey Memorial Font. and became very 
prominent in busi ness and civic affairs in Wel­
lington. Nevertheless, he found time for many 
yea rs of useful service for the Church. He 
was choir boy, Sunday School Secretary. 
Vestryma n, People's Churchwarden (19 14-22. 
1943-49, 1951-53), and Vicar's Ch urchwa rden 
(/909-11, 1927-34, 1940-43) and Synodsma n 
(1913-53). In 1926 he wrote the booklet com­
memorating the Fiftieth Jubilee of the parish. 
He was a member of the St Mark's Church 
School Commi ttee from 1917 unti l he retired 
to Packakariki. but continued to serve on the 
Trust Board unti l 1965 when he retired after 
almost 40 yea rs as Secretary. He was awarded 
the O. B.E. in 1958. The RC(Xlrt of the Diocesa n 
Synod in 195 1 states that the following motion 
was moved by Canon N. F. E. Robertshawe. 
and seconded by the Rev. V. C Ven imore: 

"That this Synod congratu lates Mr W. 
J . Gaud in on this the fortieth anniversary 
of his election as a Synodsma n representing 
the Parish of St Mark .- Carried with ac­
clamation." 

Mr Gaudin d ied on November 19, 1969, 
and the funera l took place in St Mark's. In 
the da ughter church of St Barnabas', Rose­
neath, the window "The Hea ling" is a mem­
orial to Wi ll iam James and Olive Gaudin, 
"wi th thankfu lness for their life of service to 
ch urch and city". 

Mr Robert Chisenhall Hamerton was the 
organist at St Peter's at the time St Mark's 
was sepa rated, and soon transferred his mem­
bership to the new parish. He was organ ist 
1876·81, and gave the money he was paid 
as organist towa rds the Organ Fund . He was 
a member of the Vestry for many years, and 
Vica r's Chu rchwa rden (1883-84 and 1887-88). 
He was People's Churchwa rden (1 884-85, 
1892-93, 1897·1901), Synodsman (1884·87) and 
Lay Reader (1 896-1905). He moved to Kclburn 
in 1905, and gave up his seats in the church. 
He died in 1913. His daughter married Mr L. 
F. Watk ins in 1898. 

Mi~ Holm, Annie and Eva, were Head­
mistress and Assistant Headmistress respec· 
tively of St Mark's Church School from 
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19 17-1952. The daughters of the late Captain 
Ferd inand Holm, founder of the Holm Shipping 
Line. Miss A. Holm, who once said the sea 
was in her blood, travelled on ma ny sea 
voyages with her fa ther in her early yea rs, 
and more than one of her pupi ls took up a 
sea -faring ca reer as the result of the stories 
she had told of her experiences. After retiring 
from teaching in 1952, she and two of her 
sisters went on a year-long sea voyage. Miss 
Holm and her sister received thei r seconda ry 
education at Wellington Girls' Collcge, wh ich 
at the turn of the cen tury was a private school. 
Later they trained as teachers a nd taught at 
several schools. It is recorded that as members 
of the pa rish, they had promised Mr Coffey 
that if a parish school was established, they 
would teach in it. Thus Miss Annie Holm a nd 
Miss Eva Holm opened the St Ma rk's Chu rch 
School in September 1917, and served for the 
next 35 ye..1.rs. At the time of the Fiftieth 
Jubilee of St Mark's in 1926, it was said : 

"The School is fo rtunate in having Miss 
Hol m as Headmistress, a keen church· 
woman, and an able organiser she had been 
for many years associated with pari sh activi· 
ties, and when this new sphere of work 
opened, left a marc lucrative posi tion to take 
cha rge. With characteristic energy and 
thoroughness, she has brought the school 
to a very high state of efficiency, as shown 
by the various reports of inspectors." 

When the Misses Holm reti red from St 
Ma rk's, the Mayor of Well ington, Sir Robert 
Macalister, said that never before in the history 
of the City had two sisters provided such a 
service to any onc school. He commended the 
type of educat ion, wi th its Christian back · 
ground. Miss Holm's one request on her retire· 
ment was for parents to take their children 
to ch urch. Fai th, carryi ng them th rough life, 
was inval uable, she sa id. Miss Eva Mary Hol m 
died in October 1962. Miss Annie Alexander 
Holm d ied in October 1969, aged 95. Lessons at 
the funeral. held in St Mark's Church. were 
read by the Governor·General. Si r Arthu r 
Porritt, and the Head master of the School. 
Mr J . B. Upham. The Vicar add ressed the 
congregation, and the Bishop of Wellington 
read the prayers. The school fl ag was paraded 
and laid on the Altar by pu pils of the school, 
and before the service the chu rch bell tolled 
95 times in honour of Miss Holm. Former 
pupils, parents and fri ends were invited to a 
Memorial Service held the following Su nday 
morning. 



M.r Ernest earl Jamieson, Mus. Bae., was 
organist and choirmaster at St Mark's for 23 
years, from \940-63_ He bega n his career as 
an orga nist in the old Napier Ca thed ral at 
the age of 19, and was organist a t Holy Trinity_ 
Avonsidc, SI Paul's and St Augustine-s, Napier. 
Two trips to England ga ined him wide ex­
perience in the fie ld of church music_ Shortly 
before his retirement he gained the degree of 
Mus. Bac. from Victoria University of Wel­
lington, and the parish gave him the hood 
of his degree. He died on May 29. 1974. at 
Napier. 

M.r Laurence F. Watkins, Mus. Bac., was 
orga nist and choirmaster at St Mark 's for 43 
years, from 1896-1939. having been formerl y 
orga nist al SI John's. La timer Sq uare, Ch rist­
church, and assista nt orga nist at Christchurch 
Ca thed ral. In 1900 the degree of Mus. Bac. 
was confe rred on him, and it wa s be lieved at 
the time that he was the first orga nist in New 
Zea land to acquire this distinction. On April 
27, 1898. he marr ied Miss Minnie Hamerton, 
a mcmber of the choir, and the eldest da ughter 
of Mr and Mrs R. C. Hamerton. He was re­
sponsible for many original compositions, 
incl uding the School Song, and an anthent sung 
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not only at St Mark 's, but also at other 
churches, on the occasion of the Sil ver Ju bilee 
of King George V in 1935. In 1936, when he 
had completed 40 years' service, he was pre­
sented wilh a new Mus. Bac. hood, an 
inscribed founta in pen and a cheque. He re­
signed in 1939. and the Gazette recorded : 

"Since his appoi nt ment on I June, 1896, 
he has served under fi ve Vicars and has 
a massed a peri od of service marc than 
double the combined length of that of his 
predecessors. Under hi s talented leadership 
the choir has ma intai ned a standard ol 
music worth y of its purpose, a nd has faith­
fu lly refl ccted that deep re ligious feeling 
wh ich has al ways animated the choirmaster's 
life. From the pen of Laurence Wa tk ins 
has come numerous compositions to enrich 
the repertoire of the choir and to add to 
the accomplishments of a mosl creative life. 
If on his reti rement he could boast the 
loya lty of his choir. the church could in 
turn claim a record of ungrudging service 
and devotion unequalled in the hi story of 
the pa rish. His interesting connection with 
St Mark 's came to a close when he officiated 
for the last time on 17 September, 1936." 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Vice-Regal 
O NE featu re Ihal ma kes 51 Mark 's unique 

is its rela tionsh ip wi th the Governor­
General of the country. 

Th is relationship goes back to Ihe founda­
tion of the pa rish. when Ihe Governor. Si r 
Ja mes Fergusson. look "a lively and active 
interest in the preli minary meetings. and being 
one of Ihe Commi ttee of promi nent ci tizens, 
which secured Ihe sile for the present church. 
and made prelimina ry arrangements for finan­
cing and launching fort h the new Pari sh", 

Lady Normanby. wife of Ihe nex t Governor. 
gave <I Lectern in 1877. This was later given 
to 51 Barnabas', Roscncath . 

La ter. Government House was established 
on ils present site in 1910, making it not just 
within the pa rish boundaries. bu t practica lly 
nex t door to the church property. Since that 
time. chu rch a nd school have had close asso­
ciations with their Vice-Regal neighbours. 
Over the yea rs successive Governors-General 
ha ve worsh ipped at 5t Mark's. 

On February 6, [935. Lord Bled is[oe visi ted 
the school for its re-opening in the old building 
demolished in 1975. He and Lady Bledisloe 
worsh ipped at St Mark's for the last time on 
March 3, before his term of office ended later 
ill the mon th . 

Ch ildren of severa l Governors-General have 
attended St Mark 's School. the most recent 
being Geordie. only son of Sir Berna rd and 
Lady Fergusson (now Lord and Lady Ballan­
trae). who attended for fou r terms. At the 
School's Fiftie th Ju bilee celebra tions. the Vica r 
presented Si r Bernard Fergusson with a school 
Old Boy's tie and declared him an honorary 
pupil of 5t Mark 's Old Boys' Association. 
and presented a tic also to Geordie, 

Lady Fergusson made several kneelers for 
presen ta tion by St Mark's to the new Cat hedral. 
and la id the foundat ion stone of the new St 
Mark's. She and Si r Bernard were present 
also at the dedicat ion, and present(.-d to the 
church the Service Book now being used on 
the Altar of the church. Lady Fergusson paid 
her final visit to St Mark 's at 8.00 a.m. on 
October IS, 1967. Follow ing the Blessing, the 
choi rboys sang "God Be With You Ti ll We 
Meet Again". 

"We would n't have done this for Lady 
Fergusson just beca use she is the Governor­
General's wife:' said the Vica r. hbut Her 
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Excellency has always most lovingly identified 
herself with the parish. She was the unanimous 
choice to lay the fou nd at ion stone of the new 
St Mark 's in 1963. Her name remains in 51 
Mark 's on the stone as her memory wi ll remain 
in the hearts of parishioners." 

The next Governor-Genera l. Sir Arthur 
and Lady Porritt. were regular worshippers 
a t SI Mark 's. They were present at the con­
secration of the Church in 1968. and on Feb­
ruary 14. 197 1, Si r Arth ur Porritt opened the 
Calder B[ock of the School. The Porritts 
attended their last service of worship in New 
Zealand at St Mark's on Sunday. September 
3. 1972, at 10.00 a.m. Lord Porritt sent a 
message of greeting to the parish at the time 
of the tenth anniversa ry of the dedica tion of 
the church, in 1974. An interesting link wi th 
5t Mark 's is that Lord Porritt 's grandfat her, 
the Rev. Thoma s Porritt, was a member of 
the Vestry of 5t Peter s for a period until 
Jul y 1876, so was a member a t the time of 
the Consecration of the old St Mark's in May 
1876. 

A Jelter from the House of Lords-dated 
24th May, 1976: 

[ ga ther that on J une 5th you a re having 
a Celebration Dinner to mark the end of 
a very successfu l Cen tenn ial Year for St 
Mark 's. 

I have asked you r dynamic Vicar and 
my very good friend Matthew Ca lder to 
give you this message of Good -wi ll and Good 
Hope from my wife a nd myself on this 
happy occasion. 

It is good to hea r how both the O1u rch 
a nd the School continue to flourish. We 
retai n so many happy memories of both­
from the childrens' welcome in the Govern ­
ment House drive. on the day of our arriva l 
in New Zeala nd , through the Consecration 
of the Church. and the opening of the first 
new block of the School. the deligh tfu l 
Christmastide and other services. to the day 
of our farewell service the day before we 
left. 

They were fi ve memorable years for 
us- and J can assure you the "Church at 
the Gate" held a high place in them. 

My best wishes to you all and may your 
good work go from strength to strength. 

- PORR IIT. 



The Centennial 

THE Centennial Committee was established 
in April 1974. and held regular meetings. 

Members of the Committee were: Mr C. A. B. 
Kendcrd inc (Chairman). Miss P. M. Duthie 
(Secreta ry), Mrs B. J. Andrew, Miss M. Inglis, 
Mr M . Johnson, Mr J. H. M cCaul. Mr P. 
J. Webb. 

The Committee a imed at promoti ng or 
assisting in at lcast onc funct ion each month 
and a ll of Ihese were voted very successful by 
those attending. T he cabaret. photo compet­
ition. barbecue. picnic and the love feast were 

a ll well·attended and enjoyed. The Clipping 
of the Chu rch on April 25, 1976. was the 
fi rst lime this ceremony had been conducted 
around the new 51 Mark's. The Drama Christi 
production of ';Thc Witnesses" all May 23 was 
very well done. T he Love Feast on Ascension 
Day. May 27, was as uSUlIl a well a ttended 
and happy ga thering. 

The Comm ittee was responsible for the 
preparat ion and presentation of special certifi­
ca tes to all who were baptised or confir med 
d uring Cen tennial Yea r. and for the prepara tion 
and sale of Christma s Ca rds. 

TH E CE NTENNIAL COM MITTEE. 1975·76 
Members, from lei! to right: MISS M Y. Inglis, Mr P. J. Webb, Mrs B. J. Andrew, Mr J. H. McCaul, 

MISS P M . Duthie (Secretary ), Mr CAB. Kenderdine (Chairman). Mr M. Johnson. 
- Ronald D. W()Qlj. Phoro1(raph. 
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CENTENNI AL WEEK END­
QUEEN'S BIRTHDA Y, 1976 

The final events 
were held during 
weekend. 

of the Centennial Year 
the Queen's Birthd ay 

On the Friday night. parishioners brough t 
their own food and afterwa rds engaged in 
community singing and were en tertained by 
the church choir and the ladies of the choir 
acting out a short play. 

On Saturday afternoon the organ ist. Mr 
D. J. Hucklesby. gave an organ recital and 
5t Mark 's School Choir contributed items. 
Afterwards in the hall there was tea for a ll 
and time to inspect the old photographs and 
relics of past da ys of SI Mark 's that had been 
collected. mounted and the display arranged 
by Mr J. McCaul. The visitors dispersed about 
5.00 p.m .. and then assembled aga in at 6.30 
p.m. in the Burgundy Room fo r the Parish 
Dinner. Distingu ished guests included the 
Bishop. the Righ t Rev. E. K. Norma n and 
Mrs Norman. a nd the Archdeacon of Wel­
lington. the Ven. V . W. Joblin. One hundred 
and twen ty· two pa rishioners attended the din­
ner ,lIld it successfull y rounded off the activities 
of the past 12 months. 

On Sunday. the Bi shop confirmed 12 candi­
dates, and afterwards met parishioners in the 
hall. 

There were very few ex-members of St 
Ma rk's who ca me any distance to attend any 
of the functions. but this did not detract from 
the enjoyment of the festivi ties as the present 
congregation turned out in good numbers al 
a ll the fu nctions. 
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For the past 40 yea rs or so, SI Mark's 
parish has been much as it is today- an area 
where migrants pause awh ile before moving 
to sett le elsewhere. There are very few fami lies 
who have a history of attenda nce at this church 
through two or more generations and only a 
small percentage of those who were once 
pa rish ioners can cla im a rea l interest in 5t 
Mark's because their association with the 
church has been of such short duration. 

The Committee worked very closely with 
the Vestry, and we thank them for their sup­
port in all our undertakings. Many people 
assisted the Committee in all sorts of ways 
and they were too many to be individua lly 
acknowledged. There are two however. who 
deserve particular mention. Firsl ly many thanks 
to Mr Hucklesby for so successfull y organising 
and conducting the musica l evening and again 
for his work in the organ recital and the 
training of the St Mark's School Choir for 
their part of the enterta inment. Second ly to 
Mrs B. Peach our sincere thanks for ma king 
and so beautifully icing the ca ke for the Dinner. 

In the prepa ration of the history of St 
Mark 's Church, Mr McCa ul has spent a large 
amount of time in collecting facts and photos 
and writ ing up a n account of past days. There 
has been only one object in view with all those 
concerned and that has been the gathering 
together of as many people as poss ible to enjoy 
a pleasing soc ial event and be reminded that 
5t Mark's is 100 years old and yet very much 
a live and facing the nex t 100 years with con­
fidcncc in the fai th that led to the establish­
ment of the church in the first place. 

C. A. B. KENDER DINE. 
Chairman , Centenn ial Comm ittee. 



The Next Hundred Years 
TH E toast al the Centennial Din ner. "To the 

nex t hundred yea rs". was proposed by 
Mr V. N. Haasc. Mr Haase ha s had a long 
association with the parish. and was Vicar's 
Warden and Treasurer during Centennia l Yea r. 
In his address he sa id : 

M y Lord Bi shop, Archdeacon. Honoured 
Guests. People of 51 Mark 's. First of all I 
have to thank the Vicar and Vestry for in­
viti ng me to propose the toast to the next 
100 yea rs. I consider it an honour. but I would 
like to think that I stand before you merely 
as a representa t ive of ALL those who have 
worked and worshipped in 51 Mark's. both 
past and present. 

I t is also my privilege on behalf of you 
a ll , to sincerel y thank the Cenlenn ia l Com· 
miltce for their work. cu lminating in Jast night. 
thi s afternoon. tonight. 

It is tempting a t a time like this to 
reminisce, to dream of the past. There a rc of 
course many anecdotes which I eQuid reca ll 
from just the la st 20 yea rs, and many more 
if we were to go back further. bu t J have 
promised the Centenn ia l Committee that J 
won't spea k for more than 45 minutes, so I 
must resist the temptation, but I invite you 
to join me in your own thoughts in our d ream 
of the past. J da rc 1I0t begin to ment ion names, 
so let us reca ll to o urselves the names of so 
many. clcrgy and lai ty- LI ONS of St Mark's­
who have given us so much through Church 
and School. 

Let us be thankful for all that thcy have 
done. for though as humans we ha ve our weak-
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nesses and ha ve made our mistakes, yet we 
clln proudly cla im that the history of SI Mark's 
is a procession of Victory. Let us rejo ice and 
than k God for that. 

And so, to our drea ms of the past. in 
honourirH!. this toast. we must add our hopes 
for the future. The next 100 years will see 
many more changes. and my crystal ball is 
rather clouded at the moment. We live in 
what seems to me an age of unccrtailll Y a nd 
of indecision. and we will have ollr share of 
problems at St Mark's. But we must not tose 
hope for the future, for it is in our hand s. 

Tomorrow we begi n a new era. Appropri­
a tely it will begin with the adm ission into the 
full life of the Church of those who are to be 
confi rmed . and who tomorrow night will make 
their fi rst communion. We should welcome 
them with confidence; confidence in Mot her 
Church, in our parish. in oursel ves: confidence 
that there WILL be another 100 years at St 
Mark's. 

But at Ihe end of Ihat second J()() years 
ot hers wi ll pause and look back a t the past. 
Thcy will be looking a t us, fo r it is through 
US that the hopes of the future wi ll become 
the dreams of the past. On US depends the 
quality of those dreams. 

TOlllorrow we sha ll takc up the cha llenge. 
but ton ight I ask you to join mc to proudly 
sa lutc the past 100 yea rs. and to confidcntl y 
welcomc thc dawn of the next. Ladies and 
gentlemen. I give you the toast to thc next 
I()() ycars a t 5 t Mark's. 
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