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Prime Minister John Key enjoys a chat 
with our younger students 

1AD  enjoy their last 2 weeks of 
swimming lessons! 

Our Netball team ready to defend against 
Wadestown School yesterday. 

Go St Markôs. 

Fire Drill at St Markôs on Monday. 

You can see we are ready for our 

PYP Authorisation visit next 

Monday and Tuesday 

http://www.st-marks.school.nz/
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Founders Day Invite 

Sunday September 12th  

St Markôs Church 

9.30am 

You, your family and friends are 

cordially invited to attend this 

combined Parish and School 

Church Service with refreshments 

to follow. 

From the Parish 
 

Regular Services are held at St Markôs 
Church on Wednesday at 10.00am and 
on Sunday at 9.30am with Sunday 
School.  
 

All members of the school community, 
staff, parents and relatives are always 
welcome to join the Parish at these 
services. 
 

Hall Hire:  If you would like to hire the 
Church Hall for a one-off function or 
regular activity, please contact the Parish 
Office. 
 

Parish Office ï 385 8536 ï Val Scharnke 
Email: st.marks1@xtra.co.nz  
Reverend: Michael Holland  

 

Parish Services each Sunday at 9.30am 

 
 
Welcome to two new students who started with us this week in the Pre School.  Angelica Yiappos 
already has an older brother at St Marks but Ella Brennan and her family are new to the St Markôs 
Family. 
 
Reporting Absentees:  Can I please remind you that if your child is NOT attending School, for any 
reason other than pre-approved leave, please phone the office early in the morning and report 
the absence.  For the safety of your children, it is a legal requirement that we check on every child 
who is not at school and this may mean ringing all your emergency contacts as well, if we are 
unaware of the reason for a childôs absence.   
 
 

Success at the NIWA Science Fair...............      
 
 

On Thursday the NIWA Scien ce and Technology Fair was held 

at Victoria University.  13 St Markôs students represented the 

School with their science fair exhibits.  Vikram Rajiv Kumar and 

Jeeten Mavji won a prize for their project on keeping food 

fresh.  The boys received $120 from t he Australasian Corrosion 

Association. Well done to all boys who were involved for their 

hard work and representing their school so well.     Mr Burns  

 

The results are: 
 

Highly Commended Craig Pollock Remodelling Recycling 

Highly Commended 
Vikram Rajiv Kumar and 

Jeeten Mavji 
Keep It Fresh 

Capital City Science Educators 
(Doreen Gates Memorial Prize) 

Craig Pollock Remodelling Recycling 

Hugh D Gordon Memorial Prize Joshua Nightingale Growing Bacteria 
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Toddler Centre 
With the weather being sunnier, this week we have been playing a lot more outside. Here we are 
enjoying climbing in and out of boxes. 

 

We support our essential agreement by helping to tidy up the classroom every day. This week we 

have spent time in the Preschool getting to know their routines and our friends.  It is a great  

opportunity for us to become familiar with the Preschool to help us with the transition process. 

 
 
Preschool  
 

This week in the Pre-school we have been practicing our 

emergency procedures.  We had a fire alarm on Monday and 

throughout the week we have been practicing our earthquake 

drill the óturtle dropô  

 

Also this week we have started our discussions on our new 

unit of inquiry ñGrowing Seeds.ò  The Central Idea is ñA seed 

goes through many changes and has certain needs in order to 

grow and survive.ò  It is an inquiry into what seeds are and 

where they are found.   How they grow and what they need in 

order to grow.  Today we went on our trip to the Garden Centre 

and we will buy supplies for this unit. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Welcome to our new friends Angelica and Ella we hope you have had a great first week at Preschool.  

Next week we welcome Nikolai and his family who have been visiting this week. 

 
Foundation Centre    
This week we have welcomed three new friends and each of these children has had a buddy to 

help them to settle in. The older children have really enjoyed being able to take responsibility for 

this.  

We have also revisited our Essential Agreement. Giselle and Zoe decided after much discussion 

that we should create objects that fly to display our essential agreement.  

 

Lining up after the fire alarm  
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The Virtue for Weeks 7 + 8 is 

Risk-takers 

 

 
The children broke into groups to brainstorm things they decided were 
important to have in our essential agreement. The main focus points 
were; 

*respect 
                    *recycling and reusing to help our environment 

*being kind and caring 

*our learning to be fun and interesting 

 
After sharing our thoughts and ideas the children enjoyed making their 
own flying objects. These are displayed above our interactive whiteboard and look fantastic.  
 
We are planning to finish writing our Essential Agreement over the next week. This will give us time to 
reflect and discuss what we feel is important before we make our final copy. Watch this space! 
 
 
 
Wadestown Sports Exchange 
On Thursday, St Markôs hosted Wadestown School in a winter sports exchange. Our senior netball 
team triumphed with a great result of 15-4, whilst our Year 6 team came up against some strong 
opposition and lost 1-16.  
 
Our footballers couldnôt emulate last yearôs result and eventually lost 2-5, with Sebastian Halikias 
and Zach Serepisos scoring our goals. Rugby 7ôs was also played, and our team dominated the 
game on a small pitch, running away with the victory 55-15. Josh Trotter and Nick Wilkinson were 
strong defensively, while Tom Russell and Tim Taylor were particularly imposing with ball in hand.  
 
Our 1st 11 Hockey team have been going from strength to strength and also had an impressive 
victory. The final score at the National Hockey Stadium was an extraordinary 15-0. Well done to all 
our players and many thanks go to our coaches and parents who supported the teams. 
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Left to Right: back row: Arama, Latrell, Jaiden, Mitchel, Oliver 
Front row: Jonathan, Joshua, Eli, Adam, Amelia 

 

Soccer   
The Olympic/St Marks 11th grade soccer team had their third 
win in a row in the weekend, beating the Wests Rockets 3:1.   
Playing on the Nairnville Turf made a huge difference, with 
the play fast and moving from end to end rapidly.  The 
training in the St Marks Church hall seems to be paying off 
as the players managed this transition to the fast game very 
well. 
Again, the highlight was how well the team were working 
together against the strongly rated opposition.  Oliver and 
Mitchell scored great goals, as did Latrell, who was filling in. 

The attackers did a great job sweeping up the field and 
were only held back by some great saves by the Westsô 
goalkeeper.  The defenders blocked the Westsô attacks 
time and time again. 
 
Thanks also to Arama and Eli who also helped out this week. Only one more game this season 
ï lets hope for another fine day and powerful performance.  Another good effort ï well done all. 

Torsten Baker, Manager 
 
Year 3 and 4 Miniball 
On Wednesday the St Mark's Rockets played  the Haitaitai Rangers, winning the game 18-12.  
It is wonderful to see the improvement that the team is making and that the winning streak is 
continuing.  Player of the day was Trent Young for his amazing accuracy in hitting the basket.  
Special mention must also go to Stanley Kirk who played his last game for the Rockets on 
Wednesday before returning back to England.  We wish him all the very best and we shall 
certainly miss you on the team. 

 
Miniball 
On Wednesday the St Markôs Chiefs beat Scots College 22-10 with a great performance. Player of 
the day was Angus Young with some sensational dribbling and lay ups. 
 
 

 
 

 
(See photos page 6) 

 

Senior School students have been continuing their hard work on the Production this week. The 
publicity team has been distributing fliers and has also been giving tickets to the people who have 
already bought them; the acting team has been incorporating the scaffolding into the production; the 
lighting team is setting up the lights in the church gallery; the stage management team has been 
busy making props for the stage and the costume and makeup team has been sewing the costumes 
for the actors to try on for size. The first dress rehearsal is only days away. Performance nights are 
Tuesday 7th and Wednesday 8th September in St Markôs Church at 7.00pm. Tickets can be ordered 
through the School Office. Come and watch the work of this talented cast and crew. 

 

The Publicity and Administration team 
 
Prop required for Year 3 Drama! 
A Gladstone Bag - which is a soft sided medical bag used by Doctors in earlier yearsé and 
Suzanne Aubert, the focus of our Drama!  If you have, or know of anyone who may have one of 
these bags and prepared to lend it to us for 3MPôs performance, please contact Mr Mark Potter or 
Ms Vicki-Marie Buchanan.     Many thanks 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday  27th August is the ôsharedõ 
birthday of Mrs Giurioli, Dylan Chong, 
Joshua Nightingale and Tim Taylor. 

Yr 7 & 8 working hard on òThe 
Tempestó for Opening Night  on 

 Tuesday 7th September! 

 

Our Year 1õs enjoyed a visit from Constable Underhill 
 

Year 1 handcuffed The Principal    [  

 



Coming up next week:  

Monday 
30th  

¶ 8.30am Assembly  

¶ PYP Authorisation visit 

Tuesday 
31st       

¶ 10.00am Year 1 swimming 

¶ PYP Authorisation visit  

Wednesday 
1st Sept    

¶  8.00am Con Brio 

¶  8.30am Church Yr 0-4 

¶ 2pm SMILE meeting 

¶ Mathswell Competition 7-8.00pm 

Thursday  
2nd         

¶ 8am Schola choir 

¶ 8.30am  Church Yr5-8 

¶ 10.00am Year 1 swimming 

¶ Trinity Showcase Evening Y3-6  
6.30pm ï 8.00pm 

 

Friday 3th         
¶ 11.20 Chamber  

¶ 12.30 Schola 

Weekend 
 4th / 5th         

¶ 9.30am Sunday - Parish Service 

 

Keep collecting the  

Yummy apple stickers! 
 

Keep up the collection of Yummy apple 
stickers. Lots of people are on the 
home straight now with completing a 
sheet. That's great!  
Completed sheets can be handed into the 
office.  The promotion continues until 
the end of Term 3. Don't worry if you 
don't finish the sheet, still hand it 
in to count towards our total. See the 
school website if you need a new sheet 
and further details.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Father's Day Breakfast 

 

Tickets selling fast - only a few seats left for the second sitting. 

 

Please buy your tickets by next Friday, 3rd September. 

 

$15 per person. 
  

 

Mr Batchelor 

commandeering the Sports 

and SMART notice boards to 

display selected art works 

from the recent Artsplash 

Exhibition 

LOST PROPERTY 
We have a large number of un-named items in the Lost 

Property bin. Please check your childôs PE kit is complete and 
that their jersey is at home. Any unclaimed and un-named 

items will be disposed of at the end of the term . 
 

SNAPPER CARD FOUND 
If your child has lost their Snapper Card recently, please 

contact the school office 
 



 
 

St Markôs Church School  
PYP NEWS AUGUST 2010 

 

 ñBloom where you are planted.ò 
 

BIG PYP NEWS!  Our Authorisation Visit  is here!  

 
On Monday and Tuesday next week we will be having our Authorisation visit from the 
IBO(International Baccalaureate Organisation). This visit is part of the process of becoming 
an IB World School. Only IB World Schools or Candidate Schools (which is what we currently 
are) can offer the Primary Years Programme (PYP).  
The purpose of the visit is for the IBO visiting team to evaluate that we have met  the criteria 
and conditions for schools to be authorised to teach the PYP.  
  
We are very fortunate to have an extremely experienced visiting team from IBO; Mr Bill 
Fenton, who is a very experienced PYP workshop leader and visiting team member and Ms 
Diane Fisk, who is the Principal of Victoria Shanghai Academy (Primary Section) and 
regularly leads IB conferences. Bill Fenton also led the team for our pre -auth visit last year.  
  
The staff at the school are looking forward to the visit as it provides us wit h an opportunity 
to reflect on the progress we have made and to celebrate our successes, in addition to 
helping us identify our next steps for school development.  
  
Steps to becoming an IB World School  
There are three phases to becoming an IB World School, authorised to offer the PYP: 
1. Consideration phase (2006-7 for St Markôs) 
2. Candidate phase or trial implementation period including a pre Authorisation visit by an 
IBO visiting team. (2007-2010 for St Markôs) 
3. Final phase: Authorisation visit by an I B visiting team. We are currently in this phase.  
If the outcome of the visit is positive, the school becomes authorised to offer the 
programme and attains the status of IB World School.  We should know the outcome of the 
visit in 4-6 weeks time! Fingers crossed we will be the first school in Wellington to become a 
PYP IB World School! 

 
The schoolôs delivery of the programme is evaluated by the IBO three years after 
authorisation and then every five years. 

If you would like to know more about this, please con tact me or visit www.ibo.org/pyp  

http://www.ibo.org/pyp

