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The Virtue for Weeks 5 + 6 is 

Compassion 
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 T3 Week 5:  16 - 20 August, 2010                           www.st-marks.school.nz                   Ph. 0064 4 385 9489 
 

Dear Parents, 
 
What a morning you must have had this morning making your way through the 
traffic to School.  Not only were the lights out at the Basin Reserve, but we started 
the morning at School with one of our three power phases having failed.  Some 
classes had lights only, while others had no lights but could turn on their 
computers.  However, the problem was rectified quickly and by the time the first 
lesson started, we were back to normal. 
 
During the week Barbara and I enjoyed a night out at Artsplash.  Our Choir 
represented our School very well and my special thanks to the Choristers and their families for 
supporting this iconic Wellington festival. 
 
Yesterday we were visited by players from the Wellington Phoenix and today we had a visit from Dr 
Jane Hofmyer, the Executive Director of the Independent Schools of Southern Africa.  She very much 
enjoyed her visit and commented on the depth of understanding she observed in our students, the 
welcoming and vibrancy of the staff and students and the obvious enjoyment of the students in the 
classrooms.  Dr Hofmyer is in New Zealand looking at school systems and structures and will attend 
the Independent Schools Conference in Queenstown at the end of next week, before returning to 
South Africa. 
 
I note with interest the new buds on the trees outside my office window and the blossom tree in our 
PreSchool – Spring has sprung at St Mark’s. 
 
Have a great weekend, 
 
Tony 
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Prime Minister John Key enjoys a chat 
with our younger students 

Founders Day Invite 

Sunday September 12th  

St Markôs Church 

9.30am 

You, your family and friends are 

cordially invited to attend this 

combined Parish and School Church 

Service with refreshments to follow. 

Memories of St Michaelôs visit  We welcomed Brazilian midfielders Diego 
Walsh and Daniel Lins Côrtes from the 

Wellington Phoenix Football Club. 

Maths Week @ St Markôs 

 
Make Your Mark:  The 2009 St Mark’s Church 

School magazine is now available to be 

purchased from the school office if you would 

like extra copies.  

 

 I would like to draw your attention to the 

attached flyer (pg 6) detailing a way you and 

your family can “Make Your Mark” at our school. 

 

http://www.st-marks.school.nz/
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Toddler Centre  

We have been doing lots of plan ting in Toddler Centre this week! 

We have planted an acorn and orange seeds to add to our apple 

seeds. We also planted the bean seeds we sprouted last week.  

 

We also celebrated Zoeõs 3rd  Birthday on Tuesday. Happy 

Birthday Zoe!   

 

Foundation Centre     

Our friends have started creating art work using plants, flowers 

and leaves as their focus.  The children have been observing 

daffodils, broccoli and leaves and painting what they see.  Some 

have used magnifying glasses to get a closer look at the wonder of  

nature.  They have used a variety of painting mediums and enjoyed 

using spray painting and water colours. Our student Aggie has 

made great contributions in helping us display our pieces of art.   

 

Please come and see our wonderful art gallery!  

 

This week we have had our friends ready to transition from 

Preschool visit us.  From next week Emma Hennekens, Demeeka 

Chhun, Sofia Musa and Jack Carr will be joining our class.  We are 

looking forward to getting to know them and their families. Our 

teacherõs assistant David will also be moving to Foundation to work 

alongside us. 

Preschool 

This week the children have been revisiting story telling that has 

been of interest this last term. They enjoy re -enacting out the 

stories on the white boards or through dramatic play. Their 

favourites stories are òThree Billy Goats Gruff, Goldilocks and the 

Three Bears and stories from our own imaginationó.    

       

The weather has been fantastic and the boys have been interested 

in rugby .  We have some enthusiastic All Black su pporters.  They 

are very knowledgeable about rugby terminology and enjoy playing 

rugby outside. òGo the All Blacks!ó 

 

The children are still interested in the family room and dressing 

up, pretending to be families and allocating the different roles 

amongst themselves. We have had disscussions about changing the 

dramatic room. The children thought about making a zoo or airport.  

We will have a vote to see what we will change it into ,  so watch 

this space!  

 

Next Friday we will be taking a trip out to a g ardern shop as part 

of our new unit ôHow we save the World õ. We are doing an inquiry 

into òGrowing seedsó. We are really looking forward to the trip!  
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Phoenix Football stars visit St Markôs 
On Thursday afternoon we were visited by Brazilian midfielders Diego 
Walsh and Daniel Lins Côrtes from the Wellington Phoenix Football Club. 
They spoke to us about Samba Futsal, which they are bringing to 
Wellington, starting October 11th. Children of all ages are welcome and 
more information can be found at www.sambafutsal.co.nz. Our senior 
students were lucky enough to play with Danny and Daniel in some small 
sided Futsal games and many got the opportunity to get autographs as 
well. We plan to see Danny and Diego more in the future, along with more 
of our local Phoenix stars. 

 

   

Chess Tournament 
Just letting you know how the St Mark's Chess team went at 
Churton Park School today. 
 

There were over 20 schools represented at the Wellington 
tournament today.  Our St Mark's team did well, with each 
member winning at least one game.  I understand that the 
team ranked 14th (to be confirmed), with Thorndon School 
taking out first place. 
 
Well done to our team of (Left to Right): Elijah Guarina, Oscar 
Robinson, Matthew Canlas, and Danny Kivi! 
 

 

Monster Book Sale 
Each lunchtime in Week 6 we will have a monster book sale in the Information 
Centre.  We are selling off the non-fiction books that have been weeded from our 
collection to make way for new resources.  We have several hundred books for 
sale at a cost of 50c a book so we encourage our students to visit the Information 
Centre with a shopping bag and some money.  Who knows what treasures they may find! 
 

     Thank you so much! 
A big thank-you to the mums who come each Wednesday afternoon to cover 
new books.  Your help is much appreciated.  We are making steady progress 
in covering new resources which are needed for the units of inquiry.  We also 
have exciting new chapter books for all year levels that are now ready to go 
onto the shelves. 
 

 
 
Maths Week at St Markôs 
In Week 4, St Mark’s participated in New Zealand’s nation-wide Maths Week. 
Students from pre-school to Year 8 focused on a range of Maths activities 
throughout Maths Week, in addition to daily Maths lessons. Buddy classes got 
together to play Maths games and it was great to see children of varying ages 
applying their Maths strategies and learning new games from each other. 
 
A House Maths Quiz was conducted by the Y8 Student Services team and 
proved to be a very competitive event. Questions were created for all Year 
groups and included a range of computations, measurements, estimations 

and problem-solving. Houses were rewarded house points for correct 
answers, with Owen House the overall winner. Students were also able to 
register for the New Zealand Math’s Week website which encouraged them 
to solve Maths challenges and play interactive Maths games. 
 
Maths Week was a great opportunity for children to participate in further 
mathematical experiences and opportunities at school and we look forward 
to taking part in it again next year.    

http://www.sambafutsal.co.nz/


From the Parish 
 

Regular Services are held at St Mark’s 
Church on Wednesday at 10.00am and on 
Sunday at 9.30am with Sunday School.  
 

All members of the school community, 
staff, parents and relatives are always 
welcome to join the Parish at these 
services. 
 

Hall Hire:  If you would like to hire the 
Church Hall for a one-off function or 
regular activity, please contact the Parish 
Office. 
 

Parish Office – 385 8536 – Val Scharnke 
Email: st.marks1@xtra.co.nz  
Reverend: Michael Holland  

 

Parish Services each Sunday at 9.30am 
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TICKETS ARE NOW ON SALE!!!!  

Update on óThe Tempestô 

Rehearsals are well underway for the Senior School Production. The cast and crew are working 
hard as a team to get everything ready for the performances in Week 8. An evening of entertainment 
is guaranteed! The Production is based on a play by William Shakespeare. Set on an enchanted 
island, a revenge-seeking sorcerer, Prospero, plots to restore his daughter, Miranda, to her rightful 
royal place. Conjuring up a tempestuous storm, he triggers a chain of events encapsulating nymphs, 
spirits and a giant beast. Starring Joshua Trotter as Prospero and Grace Hughson as Miranda. 
Come and see the drama unfold! Tickets are on sale at the School Office.  
  

NB. If anyone has a set of fairy lights they are willing to lend the stage management team, please 
bring to the School Office as soon as possible.  
 

There are two performance nights: Tuesday 7th September and Wednesday 8th September. 
 

The Publicity and Administration team 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fiat lux 

Let there be light 
 

A spring ball fundraising for youth education 
projects locally and abroad 

 
Live music and dancing in a candlelit  

Cathedral setting 
Johnsonville Swing Band 

NZ String Quartet 
Jazz Pianist 

 

Beehive Catering 
 

Friday 1st October @8pm 

Wellington Cathedral of St Paul 

Tickets $85 or early birds $150 for two 

Tickets available through the School Office or from 
Wellington Cathedral Office (04 472 0286) 

 

Congratulations! 
Three of our senior choristers have been given roles in the New Zealand Opera’s production-
Macbeth.  This is an outstanding achievement in every sense and brings great honour to the 
school.  
 
Macbeth is a Verdi opera and will be sung in Italian. The opera will be staged at St.James 
Theatre  from 9 to 16 October  2010 and directed by Tim Albery of the United Kingdom 
 
The boys are: William Pereira and Mark Wigglesworth- Apparitions and Craig Pollock- Fleance 
 



Coming up next week:  

Monday 
23rd  

¶ 11am Assembly (not 8.30am) 

Tuesday 
24th       

¶ 10.00am Year 1 swimming  

Wednesday 
25th     

¶  8.00am Con Brio 

¶  8.30am Church Yr 0-4 

¶ NIWA Science Fair 
 

Thursday  
26th         

¶ 8am Schola choir 

¶ 8.30am  Church Yr5-8 

¶ 10.00am Year 1 swimming 

¶ NIWA Science Fair 

¶ Wadestown Fixture pm 
 

Friday 27th        

¶ 8.40-12noon Young Learners Open 
Morning 

¶ 11.20 Chamber  
 

Weekend 
 28th / 29th        

¶ 9.30am Sunday - Parish Service 

 

Keep collecting the  

Yummy apple stickers! 
 

Keep up the collection of Yummy apple 
stickers. Lots of people are on the home 
straight now with completing a sheet. 
That's great!  
Completed sheets can be handed into the 
office. The promotion continues until 
the end of Term 3. Don't worry if you 
don't finish the sheet, still hand it in 
to count towards our total. See the 
school website if you need a new sheet 
and further details.  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

St Mark's Father's Day Breakfast 
 

Friday 10th September 

St Mark’s Church Hall 
7am - 8:30am 

 

Please return this note and payment to the office in an envelope marked Father's Day. 
Please make cheques payable to St Markôs Parentsô Association 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Father's Day Breakfast  - $15 per person 

10th September 
 

Child/ren's full name/s:____________________________________________________   

Class/es: _____________________   Preferred Time:   7am - 7:45am 

Adults:  ______                 Children: _________         7:45am - 8:30am 

Total enclosed:  $ __________  ( $15 per person) 

A St Mark's Parents Association initiative 



Make a donation of $500 to St Markôs and a paver etched with the inscription of your choice will be a visible recognition of 

your association with the School. 
 

Please print the name or inscription you would like engraved on your paver, in the boxes bel ow. 
(Only one character per box with a maximum of 30 characters please) 

 

 
             

 
 
 
 

*  My cheque for $500.00 is enclosed.     (Please make your cheque payable to St Markôs Church School) 

* By automatic payment into our BNZ Bank Account: 020568 0303506 02 (Please give clear identity details) 

* By Credit Card:   * Visa   * Mastercard        (only)  

 Credit Card Expires: ________________ 

            Credit Card Number:____________________________________________________________ 

            Name on Credit Card: ___________________________________________________________  

 Signature: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Details: 
 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 
              _____________________________________________________________________ 

 
Telephone: __________________________ Email: ___________________________________ 

 

We would like our donation to be put towards:  

*  ICT                *  Physical Education 

*  Performing Arts           *  Information Centre (Library)  

*  Pre-School                     

 

Please send me more information about:  
 

*  Making a donation         *  Planned giving or bequests 

*  Becoming a sponsor         *  Prospectus and Application Pack 

 
 

Please return this form to:  Nicky Katsanos, St Markôs Church School, PO Box 7445, Wellington 6242



 


