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The Virtue for Weeks 3 + 4 is 

Respect 
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 T3 Week 3:  2 ï 6 August, 2010                           www.st-marks.school.nz                   Ph. 0064 4 385 9489 
 

    Dear Parents 
 

It is my belief that as a Principal we are custodians of a school for the 
time we are here. We are in a privileged position to lead a school 
forward, based on the knowledge we have of the times and the 
research we have available to us, whilst building on the very fine work 
of those who have lead before us.  

 
This week I have been fascinated to read from our archives, the first 
of three journals detailing the travels of the Holmôs sisters. These 
founders of our school were, for their time, the epitome of IB 
Learners; truly living the attributes of the Learner Profile. In the 
journals they write of their travels to Europe.  In the one I am reading 
at present they recount their travels around Britain.  They tell how on 
March 17, 1955 ñé train left for London. Capt Burgess and Mr Cyril 
Burdekin met us at Waterloo. Then Cyril took us onto the flat at 24 
Lichfield Road Kew Gardens (Station.) Connie made tea for us. We 
liked it all immensely. On the 18th and 19th Mar, we shopped and 
settled in at the flat. On Sunday 19th March, (our first Sunday in 
England), we attended the Service at Westminster Abbey. We went, 
by underground, from Kew Gardensô Station to St Jamesô Station. 
We were given a hymn by a new friend, after the Service.ò   I look 
forward to reading the other journals in the coming weeks. 

 
I have been pleased this week to receive very positive comments from parents around the learning 
their students are making and the knowledge the students have of where they are and what the next 
learning steps are going to be for them. The Student led conference is an ideal opportunity for our 
students and their parents to themselves live the Learner Profile. During the week I have toured a 
number of families and what a challenging learning environment we have to show them. We walked 
into Year 1 who were busy on their laptops, Year 3 were making clouds in the classroom as part of 
their inquiry into weather, in the art room they were making door draft stoppers ï designing them on 
canvas to represent through their art what energy might look like in a visual art medium, in Year 5 
they were making toffee and hokey pokey to represent the difference between metamorphic and 
igneous rocks, in Year 6 they were studying bio gas - making solar powered ovens to cook their food 
in and in Year 7 and 8 they are, of course, full swing into the production of Shakespeareôs óThe 
Tempestô. I do wonder what the Holmôs Sisters would make of their school now. 
 
Have a great weekend. 
Tony 
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Prime Minister John Key enjoys a chat 
with our younger students 

 

Flying Up on Monday  

was Albion Pucher 

 

Annie, Eva and Breta Holm taken 
in Lichfield Street on their way to 

Kew Gardens, the week after 
arriving in London (24.3.1955) 

PYP Unit òHow the World Worksõ 

http://www.st-marks.school.nz/
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Illnesses 
Just a reminder to everyone that there are a lot of cold and flu bugs floating around.  Please keep 
your child at home if they have any of the following symptoms: 

¶ uncontrollable coughing and/or sneezing,  

¶ a runny nose  

¶ high temperatures 
If we feel any child is not coping and displaying any of these symptoms we will ring parents to 
come and pick them up.   
 
It is a Ministry requirement on all centres to ensure safe and hygienic practices at all times. 
 
Parent/Teacher conferences 
By now most of you will have had an opportunity to talk to your childôs teachers. 
If you were unable to make these conferences please contact the teachers to make another time. 
 
Parent Workshop 
This term the Toddler Centre team will be presenting a workshop on programme planning.  They 
will be looking at Te Whariki, PYP and our main assessment tool the learning story.  This is an 
opportunity for parents and whanau to gain a better understanding of how we provide for your 
childrenôs learning. 

When: Thursday 26 August 
Time:   2:00pm ï 3:00pm 
Place: Toddler Centre 

 
 

Foundation Centre  
In the Foundation Centre we have been learning 
about the story of óThe Gingerbread Manô. We 
looked at the content of the story and what the text 
tells us. 
The children have been recalling the story through 
drawing, writing, dough, music and movement. 
 

On Tuesday the children baked some gingerbread 
men and then on Thursday we decorated them. 
 

 

Preschool Centre 
This week in Preschool we had a talk about what to do in our dramatic room.  After much 
discussion we decided to turn our room into a home.  Cindy worked with a group of children to 
take out the circus props and replace them with the home corner furniture.  The children love the 
opportunity to contribute to their learning and to be part of the decision making process.  We 
have also been busy at the collage table and getting outside whenever the weather permits. 
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Toddler Centre 
The Toddler Centre been making discoveries and learning by actively exploring with all their senses.   
On Wednesday they enjoyed some messy play with gloop.  This tactile experience provides 
opportunities for fine motor and language skills to develop.  
 
On Thursday the children made some yummy soup to share together. 

 

                                                                            
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Wednesday 11 August 
 

Book Covering in the Library 
 

1pm ς 3pm 

Guitar lessons available!  

 
Mr Peter Leask has made available a 

number of additional places for guitar 

lessons.  Peter is a gradua te of The NZ 

School of Music and teaches both ROCK 

and CLASSICAL guitar.  

 

Please see Mrs Ryman should you wish to 

arrange lessons.  

St Mark's Father's Day Breakfast 
 

Friday 10th September 

                                                               7am - 8:30am 

Kids bring along an important male in your life, have brekky  

and celebrate Father's day with them. 

Everyone welcome. 

Watch out for your invitation next week! 
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From the Parish 
 

Regular Services are held at St Markôs 
Church on Wednesday at 10.00am and on 
Sunday at 9.30am with Sunday School.  
 

All members of the school community, 
staff, parents and relatives are always 
welcome to join the Parish at these 
services. 
 

Hall Hire:  If you would like to hire the 
Church Hall for a one-off function or 
regular activity, please contact the Parish 
Office. 
 

Parish Office ï 385 8536 ï Val Scharnke 
Email: st.marks1@xtra.co.nz  
Reverend: Michael Holland  

 

Parish Services each Sunday at 9.30am 

 
 

TICKETS ARE NOW ON SALE!!!!  
Order through the Office to get the best seats in the House! 

Money from ticket sales will be used to cover Production costs. Please support our school by 
attending the Production.  It will be an enjoyable and entertaining evening for all!   
 
There are two performance nights: Tuesday 7th September and Wednesday 8th September. 
Create your syndicate and come to the Production. 

The Publicity and Administration team. 
 
 

Vacancies in After School Speech & Drama Classes 
 

There are limited vacancies for students in After School Speech & Drama classes.  If you are 
interested in your son or daughter joining these classes, please contact Ms Buchanan through 
the School Office.  We also extend our classes to students in the community �± feel free to pass 
this information on to family and friends. 

 

Singing, Acting and Dancing  
 

All our students from Years 1 ï 8 are preparing for their Trinity Guildhall Drama examinations.  The 
students are very busy learning their lines, songs and dance routines (where appropriate).  This 
experience is a wonderful opportunity for the children to apply the many IB learning profiles as they 
explore the elements of performing arts and develop their skills. 
 

Ensure you have your diary marked for the Years 1 ï 2 Young Performers Morning (Friday 27 
August) and the Showcase Evening on Thursday 2 September for students from Years 3-6. 
Details of costume requirements will be distributed in the near future.  If you have any queries, do 
not hesitate to contact the classroom teacher or Ms Buchanan through the school office. 

 
 
 
 

                      
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

School Dental Clinic 

Final week 9 ï 13th August 

 
All children who have not yet been seen (and whose 

parents have registered them for free dental 

checkups) will be seen by the Dental Nurses during 

next week.   

 

If you have any concerns regarding your childrenôs 

teeth, please contact the nurses, through the School 

office on 

Ph: 385 9489 


