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The Virtue for Weeks 1 + 2 is 

Forgiveness 

 

From the Parish 
 
Regular Services are held at St Mark‟s 
Church on Wednesday at 10.00am and on 
Sunday at 9.30am with Sunday School.  
 
All members of the school community, staff, 
parents and relatives are always welcome to 
join the Parish at these services. 
 
Hall Hire:  If you would like to hire the 
Church Hall for a one-off function or regular 
activity, please contact the Parish Office. 
 
Parish Office – 385 8536 – Val Scharnke 
Email: st.marks1@xtra.co.nz  
Reverend: Michael Holland  

 

Parish Services each Sunday at 9.30am 

St Mark's Church School St Mark's Church School St Mark's Church School 
 

 
 

 
   

 
     

     
   

                 Mrs Roling „cuts the ribbon‟ to open the      
PreSchool Circus 

 

 T3 Week 1:  20-23 July, 2010                          www.st-marks.school.nz                  Ph. 0064 4 385 9489 
 

 
Dear Parents 
 
I extend a very warm welcome to all our new students and their families and to 
our new staff members who have joined us this term. On Tuesday we 
welcomed 4 new students at our Chapel service and over the next few weeks 
we will be welcoming a further 11 students.  

Our Staff Only Day saw the staff engaged in a number of professional 
development workshops covering a range of topics; maths teaching, sexuality education, inquiry 
teaching, and learning environments, with guest presenters from the Family Planning education team 
and from Sport and Recreation New Zealand – it was an action packed day. During this last week I 
have toured 8 families and met with staff from the United States Embassy, attended sub-committee 
meetings while the children have been visiting the Wellington Zoo, Zealandia Wildlife Park, Te Papa 
and BATS Theatre. On my visits to classes this week I have seen inquiries into biogas, solar energy, 
tectonic plate movement, weather patterns, reproduction of species, and of course the production is in 
full rehearsal mode. What a dynamic curriculum the students at our school experience. 

I trust you had an enjoyable three week break and that you received my letter to parents during the holiday 
with this term‟s calendar of events. Much is planned for the term, so do look out for notices about upcoming 
events. 

Have a great weekend. 

Tony 
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Prime Minister John Key enjoys a chat 
with our younger students 

Alexis Boulieris who starts in Foundation next 
week is the first „fourth generation‟ to be educated 

at St Mark‟s. 

Can you help us please………………. 
 

We are desperately seeking billeting families for the 
nights of 11th  and 12th August for students visiting us 
from St Michael‟s, Christchurch. 
 

We have received 12 offers, but still need places for 
45 children!! 
 

If you can help, or require more information, please 
phone Corinne Roling through the School office. 

http://www.st-marks.school.nz/
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Staff News 
We start this term with 4 new staff and are delighted to welcome Mrs Jacinta Zogg (6JZ), Mr 
David McCaffrey (PreSchool), Mr Paul Sparks (PE + Sport) and welcome back Mrs Rachael 
Pottinger (3RP).   
 
Welcome to our new students 
We extend a very warm welcome to the following students and their families:  Madeline Ellis 
 (Yr 2), Liam Ellis (Yr 4) Mitchell Chin (Yr 3), and Helen McNab (Yr 4) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Welcome to Jacinta Zogg (6JZ) 
 
 
 

 
Hello everyone, my name is Jacinta Zogg and I 
am thrilled to be a new member of the St Mark's Church 
School family.  I grew up in Nelson and have spent 
most of my life living and teaching in the Wellington 
area.  I have family in New Zealand, Australia, United 
States of America, South Africa and Switzerland.  My 
husband and I live in Mt Victoria and we appreciate the 
cultural aspects of our Wellington lifestyle.  We 
especially enjoy going to the New Zealand Symphony 
Orchestra and other artistic events that the city has to 
offer.  During my first week at St Mark's Church School, 
I have been amazed by the stimulating learning 
environment which surrounds me.  I have been warmly 
welcomed by everyone I have met and I look forward to 
getting to know you all.      
 

 

 

 
 
 
Welcome to Paul Sparks 
(PE + Sport) 

 
 

After a number of years teaching overseas, I am 
excited to be back in New Zealand as Head of PE and 
Sport at St Mark‟s Church School. With my wife Karen 
and our two young sons, Charlie and Luke, I have 
moved from Bangkok Thailand, where I was the Head 
of Prep PE at Harrow International School. Before that 
I spent two years in the UK and Europe. I grew up in 
Nelson and began my teaching career there.  I am 
thoroughly looking forward to my role here, and 
already have been impressed with the effort and 
enthusiasm the students have brought to PE lessons. 
From the outset, the staff and families I have met from 
the St Mark‟s community have been welcoming and 
supportive. I look forward to the challenges ahead and 
celebrating our sporting achievements. 

 

 

Welcome to David McCaffrey 
 

My name is David McCaffrey and I am the new Teacher Assistant at St 
Mark‟s Early Learning Centres.  I am coming to you from Ottawa, Ontario 
in Canada.  I have only just arrived and have had an amazing time meeting 
great people that make up this community.  
 

My qualifications are in the primary level and have allowed me to be a relief 
teacher for the last school year (September to June in Canada).  I have 
come here seeking career opportunities and an adventure in this beautiful 
country of yours.   
 

I am looking forward to meeting all of you, so if you see me around, feel 
free to come over and say hello! 
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Kia ora and welcome back to all.  A warm welcome also to all the new families joining us this term! 
 
Hopefully everyone is healthy and excited to be back! 
 
Staffing update 
 

Our new Teacher Assistant 
 

A warm welcome to David McCaffrey, from Canada who joins our team assisting and supporting in the 
Early Learning Centres.  He will be on a big learning curve about us, St Mark‟s, Wellington and New 
Zealand.  We are looking forward to getting to know him more. 
 

What’s happening this term? 
   
Foundation Class 
 

This term our unit of inquiry is Daytripper.  This is a fun unit where the children make decisions and 
plan a class trip which they will go on later in the term.  Make sure you read the class newsletter 
coming out soon for more information about this.  
 

Preschool 
 

Our unit of inquiry is „Who‟s who at school?‟  We will be visiting and interviewing people about their 
jobs and we hope to have people come in and talk to us about what they do. 
 

The „ever changing‟ dramatic room has been transformed into a circus and was officially opened by 
the Deputy Principal – Mrs Roling.  Yesterday there were some colourful faces around the centre.  We 
would love for people to come by and check it out! 
  

 
             
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Toddler Centre 
 

Shalini and Lauren have made some exciting changes to their learning environment.  Each child has a 
space on the wall where all their work and learning will be displayed.   
 

They will be continuing their work on developing their planning based on the children‟s interests.  They 
are also hoping to develop a photo book for each child to help the children develop a strong sense of 
belonging and to make connections between home and centre.   
 

Upcoming events 
 

Saturday 24 July – all staff attending a one day course at Victoria University “A Rainbow in my Head” 
Parent/teacher conferences – week 3 
Parents workshop “Programme Planning”  - week 5 
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                                                 Year 7 and 8 Production 

 
                  
 
          
 
 
The Senior Syndicate Production for 2010 is “The Tempest”, by William Shakespeare. The rehearsals are 
well under way, and tickets for the show are coming soon!  
What have we been doing this week??? 
 
 The students have split into the following portfolio teams: 

¶ Lighting team 

¶ Makeup and Costume team 

¶ Administration team 

¶ Stage Management team 

¶ Cast 
 
Within our teams work and rehearsals have started. The lighting team have been to Bats theatre and learnt 
about theatrical lighting. The Makeup and Costume team have been planning who needs what 
makeup/costumes among the actors and brainstorming for different types of materials for costumes. The 
Administration team are organising tickets, publicity and programmes. Stage Management are watching 
inspirational videos for ideas about props and settings. The actors have been busy rehearsing their parts. 
Everyone is enthusiastic about the Production and full of energy!! 
Watch this space and the school notice board by the Office for weekly updates! 

 
STOP PRESS:  Our sincere thanks to Capital Scaffolding, Hutt Road, Thorndon, who are 

sponsoring the set design.  Please support our generous sponsors when next you need 
scaffolding 

 
 
 
 

   

 

We have our own Film Stars………………….. 
 

This weekend St Mark‟s students Hannah Sandhu (4KM) and Alex Saini (8RT) will be working with 
an Auckland based production company „The Sweet Shop‟ taking lead roles in a television 
advertisement for „Religare‟, an Indian Financial Services Company.  This advertisement will be 
screened in India.  Eva Roling (7EM) will also assist in a supporting role.  We wish Hannah, Alex 
and Eva all the best in their filming.  

 
 

 
. 

 

Helping hands needed......... 

 in the Information Centre with the covering of lots of new and lovely 

books.  Any parents who are able to spare an hour or two at any stage 

in the day, please contact Tracy Nel in the Information Centre.  Your 

help would be gratefully appreciated. 

 



Coming up next week:  

Monday 
26th  

¶ Ella Taylor is Principal for the Day 

¶ Ben Cox is Caretaker for the Day 

¶ Hearing and vision screening – 
New Entrants + Yr 7 

Tuesday 
27th    

¶ 10.00am Year 1 swimming 

Wednesday 
28th    

¶  8.00am Schola choir 

¶  8.30am Whole School Church 

Thursday 
29th       

¶ 8am Con Brio choir 

¶ Hadlow Fixture at Hadlow 

¶ 10.00am Year 1 swimming 

Friday 30th      

¶ 9-12pm Yr 1 trip to Zoo and 
Garden Centre 

¶ 11.20 Chamber 

¶ 12.30pm - Schola 

Weekend 
 31st / 1st      

¶ 9.30am Sunday - Parish Service 
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Keep collecting the Yummy 

apple stickers! 
Hope you've been collecting the yummy apple stickers 

over the holidays! The promotion runs all of Term 3 as 

well. If you don't have a Yummy sticker collection 

sheet you can print one off, just go to the school 

website www.st-marks.school.nz and click on the 

'Yummy' button. Attached to the fridge door is a great 

place to put it. 
 

We get free sports gear for the School depending on 

the number of stickers we collect, so the more stickers, 

the more sports gear. One sticker is worth 8 cents 

towards the total amount of sports gear we can get at 

the end. Yummy apples can be bought at New World, 

Pak n' Save and Four Square stores. There will be a 

prize for the family that collects the most stickers. 

Thanks for your support of this Parent Association 

initiative. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HADLOW FIXTURE 
Next Thursday, the 29th of July, some of our teams will travel to Hadlow School in Masterton for a 
sporting exchange. Letters and permission slips have been sent home regarding this outlining the 
details of the trip. We look forward to some competitive matches and hope for a break in the weather! 
 
Teams involved are:  

¶ Hockey 1st 11 

¶ Soccer 1st 11 

¶ Netball Year 6 and Year 7 teams 

MINIBALL AND BASKETBALL 
Our Miniball and Basketball teams begin their respective games and competitions next week. Many 
thanks to the teachers and parents who coach and support these teams. 
 

 
Hadlow Fixture re-Scheduled..... 
Unfortunately many sporting fixtures were cancelled towards the end of last term. The Hadlow fixture 
has now been re-scheduled for next Thursday, and we will be travelling to Hadlow instead of playing 
in Wellington. Unfortunately because of this, the transport costs have increased, therefore we will be 
asking for an additional $5 to cover the cost. 
 
If your son/daughter was involved in the original fixture and is not travelling to Hadlow next week, 
please contact the school office for a refund of the $5 that you have already contributed 
 

 

http://www.st-marks.school.nz/

