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Dear Parents 
 

It is with a great sense of pride that the Board of St Markôs Church School can report to you on the results of the recent 
Education Review Office (ERO) report on our school. 
 

As Chairman of the Board I know, as you do, that we have a magnificent school, a talented staff and wonderful pupils. It 
is, however, always nice when somebody else, who can make comparisons with other schools, confirms our view.  
That is what the ERO reviewers have done; and it was also what the Prime Minister confirmed during his recent visit to 
the school. 
 

The ERO Team commented on the ówarm, welcoming and inclusive learning environmentô and that a óstrong Christian 
perspective is apparent in the relationships between management, teachers and students.ô 
 

The report confirmed that óthe Board has taken considerable review of its operations and established a clear direction 
for the next five yearsô and considered that ómanagement and staff are hardworking and committed to the overall 
direction of the school.ô 
 

The report is fulsome in its support for the quality of teaching, the curriculum and standard of tuition at our school. The 
following extracts illustrate the tenor of the ERO report: 
 

¶ óstudents continue to enjoy a wide range of academic, cultural and sporting opportunitiesô 

¶ óclasses are focused learning environments in which students enjoy their workô 

¶ óstudents receive a good quality education with examples of high quality teaching practiceô 

¶ óstudent leadership is suitably fostered.ô 
 

In such reports it is not commonplace to comment on students. However on this visit the ERO Team were so 
impressed that they commented: óstudents are confident, competent learners who are encouraged to explore and 
extend their learning and they demonstrate pride in the school, show respect and respond positively to the high 
expectations set for them.ô 
 

The report concluded: óStudents at St Markôs Church School continue to receive a wide range of educational 
opportunities within an inclusive learning environment. The board has ensured suitable provision of curriculum and 
tuition, staffing, premises and equipment. The curriculum is designed to promote academic achievement, student 
inquiry and Christian values, together with patriotism and loyalty. The school ably meets requirements to be óefficientô as 
defined by section 35A of the Education Act 1989.ô   
 

The full report can be read at: 
http://www.ero.govt.nz/ero/reppub.nsf/0/6EB31CD4E4C461EDCC2577360013C5A9/$File/4134.htm?Open 
 

All of the people associated with the school are responsible for making it an excellent community.  However we have 
achieved this position of excellence in large part because of the strong leadership of our Principal, Tony Batchelor.  On 
behalf of the Board and parents I want to congratulate Tony (and his able deputy, Corinne Roling) for delivering this 
result for us. 
 

Above all I want to thank you, our parents, for your continuing confidence in the school and for the very positive way 
you speak about your experiences, and that of your children, at St Markôs.  The Principal tells me that most of the 
prospective new parents who come for a visit or interview have come because they have heard the good things you 
have said about our great school ï please keep up the good work. 
 

Warmest regards to you all 
 

Keith Newell 
Chairman of the St Markôs Church School Board 
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Prime Minister John Key enjoys a chat 
with our younger students 

http://www.st-marks.school.nz/
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More of the Hon. John Keyôs visitéé.. 
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Welcome to our new family 
This week we welcomed Wallace Wu and his family to the St Markôs community.  Wallace is in 1EH 
 
A-Tissues, a- tissues, a- tissuesééééé. 
We still need boxes of tissues please.  Thank you however, to the families who did bring in a box of tissues.   
We would really appreciate if you could please send a box of tissues per family to the school office.  As you 
can imagine at this time of the year, we need lots and lots for those runny noses. 
 
Book Fair thank you 
I have been asked to pass on a big thank you from the SMILE team for supporting the Book Fair.  The final amount of 
money raised has not been confirmed, but we will advise this next week.   

 
Lost Property 
There is a huge amount of lost property being held at the office.  Please check before the end of the Term  if 
you have lost items, as any clothing remaining at the end of the term will be disposed of to charity. 

 
 
 

Pre-School takes responsibility! 
Yesterday we cleaned out the sandpit because it was filled with leaves.  We were putting them into the 
rubbish bin ï unfortunately some of us put too much sand in and it was so heavy when the cleaners lifted it 
outside the bag broke.   Mr Such had to clean it up this morning.  We talked about what had happened and 
decided to make him a cake as an apology as well as writing him a letter to explain what had 
happened.  Sorry Mr.Such!  

 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On the way back we saw our friend Tony the courier driver which was pretty exciting too.  The doctorsô 
surgery is open this week if you are feeling under the weather.  We are still writing letters and this week we 
sent an email to Craig Smith the author of  The Wonky Donkey ï which won childrenôs choice at the NZ book 
awards ï he wrote back and promised to let us know when heôs next performing in Wellington. 

                                                                                          
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         Akhilesh ready to take appointments                        Doctor Emma is tending to her patient Jessica 

    
 


