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Prime Minister, John Key, enjoys a chat Our student heads welcomed Grandparents
with our younger students.
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Dear Parents,

Although this is a short week for us, we have packed much excitement into it.

OQur Grandparents and O6Speci al Friendsdé day I}
it was for our school to have over 200 of our wider family visit with us. We were able to set up
6skyped sessions, some very l|late in the evenl|i

America, Germany and the United Kingdom i our global family. Our Grandparents donated over
$1000.00 worth of Library Books to our Information Centre. When these have been processed the
grandchildren will be the first borrowers. A memory of the day for me was the looks on the faces of
the children as their Grandparents and Special Friends took a part in their learning.

On Wednesday we welcomed the Prime Minister, the Hon. John Key to
our school. The Year 4 classes had written to him as part of their unit of
inquiry on the Rights and Responsibilities of Children and he accepted an
invitation to join us. During his visit he toured the school, joined Y4, and
then mingled with the staff over morning tea. His interactions with our
students were delightful and he was very interested in what they were
inquiring into, joining in with the students at every opportunity, even
working on a mathletics challenge. It was great to have the Prime Minister
in the school, and for so many of our children to have the opportunity to
meet him.

Our whole school Church service this week was a celebration of sport. The talk was given by Mr Brown and the
readings and prayers offered by our leaders in sporting codes.

Thursday saw the beginning of our Book Week, a week full of exciting activities, visitors, and inquiries into reading and
books. The book character parade held in the church was amazing 1 so many different characters and so much effort
had gone into getting the children ready for the parade.

One day | am meeting with the Prime Minister, then the next | am dressed as a lion at the book parade, such is the
interesting job of the Principal!

I ook forward to meeting with many of you at the Par

Have a great weekend.

The Virtue for Weeks 7 + 8 is

Tony TOLERANCE
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We wel comed the Prime Ministerééééééé.

But all too soon, his visit with us was over.



Magazine

The magazine, one per family, will come home today. This is the culmination of much hard work to ensure
coverage of our 2009 year. | am sure that you will enjoy the read and spotting all the students you know. My
thanks is extended to Mrs Roling who has edited this edition.

Open Day
We are holding an Open Day next Friday and today you will receive flyers which | hope you will circulate to
your friends, neighbours and work colleagues. This year we have a new format for our Day asking interested
families to meet together with me first before going on
a tour of the school at 10.00am. We find in nearly all
cases that you and what you say about our school is
our best form of marketing i thank-you.

Tissues on Tuesday

Over this winter period we have exhausted our supply
of boxes of tissues, this is not so good as it means we
have had quite a number of colds around the school
but is very good in so much that our students are
using respsonsible health habits. Can | please request
that every child bring in one box of tissues on
Tuesday of next week. Many thanks for your support
on this o6tissue. 0

Today we farewell Mr Stephen Brown from our
school as he and his fiancé head back home to
Scotland. In the short time he hasbeen at St Mar ko6s
he has made a huge contribution to our Health and
PE curriculum and Sport, aligning closely the units of
inquiry and certainly raising the skill level of our
students. A very special thank-you is extended from
the whole of ouwntyf@asaflar ks comm
journey home.

Now that the interview process is complete | am able
to announce that Mr Paul Sparks will take up the
position of PE and Sport Teacher from the beginning
of Term 3. Paul is a Nelsonian presently teaching at
Harrow International School in Don Muang, Bangkok,
Thailand and returning home to New Zealand. Prior to
this he has been a Preparatory School Teacher, has
taught in London and in Spain and with his wife and
two wee boys will be a welcome addition to our staff.
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| can also confirm that Mrs Barbara Batchelor has

been appointed to the position of Religious Education teacher. Barbara comes to us with a number of years
of teaching R.E. in Anglican Schools, has had input into the development of the R.E. curriculum for the
Anglican Schools and has been in this role at St Marks these last two terms of 2010 in a relieving capacity.
Prior to coming to us she has facilitated a nationwide Health Contract in schools for the Ministry of
Education, sits on a number of working parties in Wellington for health agencies, and is presently Chair of
the New Zealand Health Education Association.

Stanley William Frost

Today | attended the funeral of Stan Frost, a par
wider family, have been very much involved in our School over the years. Atthe Service we joined in Stan&
favourite prayer:

May He support us all the day long, Till the shadows lengthen & the evening comes,
and the busy world is hushed, and the fever of life is over & our work is done. Then in Your mercy Lord,
grant us a safe lodging & a holy rest, and peace at the last with you. Amen.




