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Dear Parents, 
 
I started this week in Auckland where I attended the Independent Schools of NZ Forum 
for Principals.  The programme over the 2 days focused on sharing of óbest practiceô; 
looking at reputation based processes for strategy planning, National Standards, digital 
communications and networking, cyber safety and the Governments National Fibre 
Infrastructure  Plan.    
 
A second trend through the Forum looked at the advancement of technology, the increased economic pressures 
and how these have impacted on the way the media behaves.  A presentation by Sarah Bacon and Simon Kellett 
of Izard Western was most interesting as they walked us through the legal risks of social network ing.   
 
My return to School has seen much organisation and planning, not only for our Grandparents and Special Friends 
morning on Friday, but also the visit of Prime Minister John Key on Wednesday morning.  The Prime Minister will 
tour the school, visit Y4 classes to talk about the rights and responsibilities of young people, and meet the staff. 
Wednesday also sees our whole school service celebrating sports, with the talk being given by our Head of PE and 
Sport, Mr Brown. 
 
You will be aware that the School  is closed on Monday and Tuesday  for the long Queenôs Birthday weekend.   
 
Enjoy your extended break. 
Tony 
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This Queens Birthday weekend, the School will 

be closed for Monday and Tuesday next week . 

School will resume on Wednesday 9 th June. 

ΨGrandmother and GrandfatherΩ  
from around the world: 

Poland         Babcia and Dziadek 
Germany     Oma and Opa 
India Nana-ji and Nani-ji 
Korea Halmonee and Halabujee 
Greece Ya-ya and Pa-pu 
Japan Oba-chan and Oji-chan 
China Popo and Gong-gong 
Italy  Nonna and Nonno 
Israel Savta and Saba 
Spain  Abuelita and Abuelito 
France Grande mere and Grand pere 
 

Please, please, pleaseééé. 
 

¶ The Office desperately needs more 

supplies of boxes of tissues please. 

 

¶ As the weather has changed, please 

remember to send children to school 

with their jerseys and rain jackets to 

ensure they are comfortable outside at 

play times. 

¶  

Parents Association Supper  

The General Practitioner  

Saturday 12 June 2010 

 

There are still some places left for the Parents 

Association Supper on 12 June.  Please have 

your return slip into the office by Wednesday 9 

June to secure your place. 

 

http://www.st-marks.school.nz/
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Miniball 
The St Markôs Rockets convincingly beat Kilbirnie 20 -8 in their game on Wednesday 26th May.  Goals were 
scored by Joshua Reece, Nicholas Booth, Edward Parker and Stanley Kirk.  Player of the day was 
awarded to Stanley Kirk. 

Year 7/8 St Markôs Rockets basketball results:  20 & 27 March 2010 
The Rockets have had some great games so far, the score lines not reflecting the effort put in by the 
team.  We are in a tough league with some seasoned and at times lofty opponents. Once we start 
connecting with the basket weôll be a force to be reckoned with! 

The highlights of the last two games have been Kishore Bahirathanôs monster rebounding efforts on the 
boards, Josh Joeôs foot speed and hustle in getting back on defence and Nick Yeoôs quick release shots 
around the basket. 

Results: 20 March v St Markôs Bullets            Lost 5-20 
               27 March v  Scots College 3            Lost 4-16 

 
Flippaball 
St Markôs beat Queen Margaretôs 5-1.  They played outstandingly and deserved to win.  Good  marking 
from all players, and a special mention to Tara Anderson who showed huge improvement this week.  Well 
done to you all. 
 

Miniball Yr 5 + 6 
St Mark's Magic overwhelmed the Seatoun Swoops with a victory of 24/20.  This weekôs team members 
were Apostoli Camberis, Connor McConchie , Derek  Chow with vital extras Andrew Tang and Angus 
McConchie as Iakavos Toulis was on the bench with a rugby injury.  To everyone's surprise.  Angus started 
off play, hustling his Seatoun partner and allowing essential early goals for Connor and Apostoli to 
score.  Derek and Andrew followed with more interceptions and goal scoring. Afterwards the team 
celebrated their victory. 

St. Markôs v Wellesley 
Thanks to all the parents who had agreed to help out with these fixtures. It was disappointing that these 
had to be cancelled but we are looking at re-arranging and should hopefully find a date before the end of 
this term or during Term 3.  
 
St. Marksô v Scots College 
This fixture is set for the 17th of June and will be taking place at Scots College and the National Hockey 
Stadium, Newtown. More detailed information will be sent home next week. 
 
Final week 
Next week is my final week here at St. Markôs but please be assured that all arrangements for fixtures 
and upcoming events will be in place before I leave, to enable as smooth a handover of duties as 
possible. 
 

Best Wishes,  
 

Stephen 
 

 

Welcome to new 

students: 

 Michael Conradie and his 

family and Eve OôConnor 

and her family.  Michael is 

in 4KM and Eve is in 8CU. 

More photos of Grandparents Day in next weekôs ReMarks. 
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Welcome back to all our friends who have been away with illnesses.  We 
certainly noticed the drop in attendance across the centres the last two 
weeks.  We appreciate how families have responded with sick children 
and were able to keep them at home until they had recovered.  Certainly 
the upcoming holidays is another opportunity for everyone to have time 
away and return in Term Three healthy and energised. 
 
Holiday Programme 
For those families looking for care during the holidays the Early Learning 
Centres will be running a holiday programme definitely for the first week 
and hopefully for the second week.  So please contact me ASAP if you 
are interested.  Enrolment forms and a holiday timetable will be available 
from the School Office on Wednesday 9 July. 
Foundation Class  
The children are enjoying making discoveries about their own performing 
talents ranging from singing, acting and dancing.  A stage has arrived with 
a variety of props for the children to use during their performances.  What 
fantastic performers we have in this class! 
           
Toddler Centre 
 The children in the Toddler Centre have discovered and are intrigued with 
colour this week.  Carrying on from last weeks creativity the children have 
enjoyed painting egg trays and using glue to make all sorts of things stick.  
They really enjoyed using the light box and coloured bits of cellophane to 
explore and see colour in action.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
       

 

 

Preschool class 
The Preschool have been working on their storytelling skills this week.  Our friends have been using 
puppets and magnetic stories to help tell their stories and to make up new stories.  We are using this 
opportunity to lead up to the Book Week activities beginning next week.  It is also an opportunity for the 
children to develop their literacy and communication skills. 

 
 

 

      

 

      

      
 

 

 

 

 



Coming up next week:  

Monday 7th 
June    

¶ SCHOOL CLOSED 

Tuesday 8th  
June  

¶ SCHOOL CLOSED 

Wednesday 
9th   

¶ 8am Con Brio Choir 

¶ Book Fair opens 

¶ Swimming 2AA 

¶ Prime Minister John Key to visit 
Yr4 

¶ 11am Whole School Church 
ñCelebration of Sportò 

¶ John McIntyre from Childrensô 
Bookshop in Information Centre 
2-3pm 

Thursday 
10th    

¶ 8am Schola choir 

¶ NO 8.30am Church Y5-8  

¶ Book Week Character Assembly  
8.45-9.15 in Church 

¶ Book Fair Opening hours 12-
14pm 

¶ Yr7+8 Science Fair 

Friday 11th    

¶ Illustrator Fifi Coulson in 
Information Centre 8.50-12.20pm 

¶ 2CF swimming 

¶ 11.20 Chamber Choir  

¶ 12.30pm Schola 

Weekend 
 12th / 13th     

¶ Parents Association Dinner at 
General Practitioner on 12

th
. 

¶ 9.30am Sunday - Parish Service 

 

After School Speech & Drama Classes 
 
There are limited vacancies in these classes, 

for students from Years 3-6. 
 

Please contact Ms Buchanan through the 
school office if you are interested in your son or 

daughter attending these. 
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A big thank-you to the SMILE team for the wonderful 
new couches, giant beanbags and seating cubes 
which have all transformed the Information Centre 
into a very cosy place to spend time reading and 
researching.  Many students have discovered exactly 
how to sit on the beanbags with their laptops for 
maximum comfort and efficiency so the Information 
Centre is a very productive place. 
 
Next week it will be bustling with the activities of the 
Book Fair , which include visiting authors, publishers 
and illustrators; the Scholastic book display; the 
family book quiz; a book exchange and two student 
literature quizzes: Years 5-6 and Years 7-8. 
 
The current trans-disciplinary  theme underpinning 
the units of inquiry is How We Express Ourselves 
and this is supported within the Information Centre 
with inquiry displays on various forms of creative self 
expression including myth and fable; the visual arts and the great artists in history; theatre, dance and 
music; fashion; media and festivals.  We have recently added to our collection of visual art resources with 
books on Cezanne, Monet, Rousseau, Picasso, Munch, Toulouse-Lautrec, Michelangelo and Van Gogh.  
Parents, you are welcome to come and relax for a while on a couch or loll on a giant, pink beanbag with a 
book on Greek mythology or anything else from our collection.  We would love to see you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

The Virtue for Weeks 7 + 8 is 

TOLERANCE 

 

 



Keep collecting the Yummy apple stickers!  
Thanks to those who have already handed in a 
completed Yummy apple sticker sheet - wow that is fast 
apple eating!  Remember to put your yummy sticker 
sheet up on the fridge and stick as many stickers as you 
can on to it. The school will be getting free sports 
equipment, so the more stickers, the more sports gear!  

This promotion is running for Terms 2 and 3.  a spare 
sticker sheet is attached or can be printed off the school 
website at: 

http://www.st-marks.school.nz/images/st-

marks/content/Sticker_collection_New3.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Year 5 have completed their 
ñLandscape of Wellingtonò 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SMART HOLIDAY PROGRAMME  
 

The June/July Holiday Programme will run for the first two weeks of the three week holiday period. 
 

Week One Monday:             28th June - Friday 2nd July 2010 
Week Two Monday:             5th July - Friday 9th July 2010 
 

Enrolment forms will be available from the School Office or the SMART Office from Monday 31st May. To ensure 
your child is guaranteed a place on the days you require please fill out the 
form and return it to the School Office  
or the SMART Office as soon as possible. 
 

Kind regards, 
Sarah Canning  
SMART Director 

 

LOST PROPERTY!!! 
 
There are a number of un-named clothing items 
in the Lost Property bin, most of which are sports 
clothing, but some of which are personal items. 
Someone is missing a pair of sports shoes, and 
we even have 3 individual sports shoes! 
 
Please check your childôs uniform over the long 
weekend. Any clothing items left in the Lost 
Property bin at the end of the term will be given to 
The Den or Salvation Army. 
 

A reminder from the SMILE team......... 
 

Book Fair - 10-15 June (see last weekôs ReMarks) 
 
 

SMILE and Room Parent Lunch 
 Thursday 24 June  

at Cafe L'Affare, College Street  
at 1pm - 2:30pm 

 

http://www.st-marks.school.nz/images/st-marks/content/Sticker_collection_New3.pdf
http://www.st-marks.school.nz/images/st-marks/content/Sticker_collection_New3.pdf

