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6LB visited 1AD on Tuesday to find out their interests in pop-up books during their Inquiry.  
 It was a magical afternoon with lots of discussion and interaction between children and books. 

 

                 T2 Week 4: 10 – 14 May 2010                          www.st-marks.school.nz                  Ph. 0064 4 385 9489 

 
Dear Parents,  
 

Highlights from My Diary This Week 
 

May 09    Remember 29th Wedding Anniversary ïand I did!   
 

May 10 I am pleased to report that this week has seen the installation of four of six 
projectors we have funded through the money raised at the Family Fun Fair.  
The new projectors fitted in the Year 4, 5 and 6 classes are designed to deliver superior images 
on our already existing white boards and will be a great teaching and learning tool for our 
students and teachers. A very big thank you to you all!  

  

 I received a call from the Executive Director of the Academy of Principals in Singapore following 
the visit to our Early Learning Centres by the Singapore Trade and Enterprise delegation.  Mr Ng 
commented not only on our children and their engagement in their learning but also on the 
sound processes we have in place to record achievement through the portfolios and learning 
stories. 

 

May 11 I joined the School at óMartin Luckie Parkô for the School Cross Country on  a wonderful 
Wellington morning. A special thank-you to Mr Brown for his organization, and to the parents 
who assisted with the supervision and gave their support to the runners.  

 

May 12 I represented the school at the funeral of Mrs Mary Windsor. Mary and her family have had a 
long association with the Parish of St Mark and our School. Our sympathies and thoughts are with 
the Windsor family at this time.  

 

 On behalf of St Markôs I conveyed to the Headmaster of Kingôs College, Mr Brad Fenner, our 
support for him and for the staff and pupils  during this difficult week for their school following 
the death of James Webster, a student of the College. 

 

May 13 I enjoyed joining with parents from our Early Learning Centres to be part of a workshop to learn 
more about childrenôs early reading and writing development. If you missed this workshop 
information is available from Zoe and Rebecca in the Foundation Room. 

 

 A party of students joined staff to attend the final dress rehearsal 
of NZ Operaôs production of Mozartôs óMarriage of Figaro.ô  

 

May 14 I received a letter from the Pre -school class during the week and 
today visited them to try out their new couch.  

 

I have enjoyed hearing from the students in Years 3 and 4 during the week 
who have attended workshops at Capital E and we wish the Schola Cantorum 
well for the service they are singing on Sunday at the Wellington Cathedral of 
St Paul.  
 

Have a great weekend. 
 

Tony 
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PSW Football Year7 
 
On Tuesday we travelled to McAlister Park for the Primary Sport 
Wellington Football Tournament for Year 7. This was a great day 
out and all of the boys impressed me. They should be very 
pleased with how much they improved as a team over the space 
of one day and I am delighted with the efforts of all of our players. 
Well done boys!  
 
Our team made the Yr7 play off for 3rd and 4th place and despite 
dominating the game against Wadestown, we were defeated 
cruelly by the lottery that is a penalty shoot out. 
 
The most notable moments for me came from Joshua Peake, who was outstanding both in goal and in the 
outfield. Alex Tweedie, who scored a spectacular goal in one of our pool matches. Adam Bradley who was 
excellent all day and never stopped running. Bruno Isaacs, whose penalty kick nearly broke the cross bar in 
two before going in. There were also some contentious refereeing decisions and some “lively” football 
supporters on hand to make it feel just like the Premiership! 
 
Thanks to Ailsa Pollok and Chris Cordalis for being there the whole day to help out and thanks also to all the 
other parents who came along to support myself and the team! 
 
Now that we’re into our schools cross-country season it’s timely to remind you of a couple of opportunities: 
 
Kiwi-Cross: Athletics Wellington has compiled this handbook on cross-country, drawing from the Run Jump 
Throw handbook and from several other texts on cross-country running for children. Please get in touch with 
me if you’d like a copy. I’ve got it in hard print form, but not in an electronic format. 
 
Clubs: There are several Clubs in the City which offer training and development for school-age cross country 
runners. If our school events stimulate an interest, please steer the children towards the handiest Club.  
Details for these are available on the Parents Notice Board. 
 
Flippaball:  St Mark’s  Flippaball team won 12-0 against Scots and 8-0 against Queen Margarets College.  
They played extremely well as a team and certainly deserved the wins. 
 
 
 

 
Staff News 
Today we farewell Mrs Dot Chatt who has been relieving in the Toddler class for the last 4 
weeks and Miss Fran Carter who has been our Teaching Assistant.  We thank them both for 
their contribution to our Centre.  
 

Welcome to our New Students 
We extend a very warm welcome to Marlon Chung in PreSchool who started this week. 
 
New format for Remarks:  You will have noted last week’s abridged edition of ReMarks and I thank 
those of you who have responded to my request for views on the changed format.  Over the next 
few weeks we will be trialling different ways of communicating our School’s news to you and I do 
welcome your views on the effectiveness of these initiatives.  Today as well as providing the link to 
our website, the attached PDF, we hope, will make it easier for you to access. 
 
Parish and School Service:  I look forward to joining you all at the combined Parish/School Service 
to be held at St Mark’s Church on Sunday May 23rd at 9.30am.   

http://katherinedienes.com/KD/Photos/Pages/General_Photos.html
http://katherinedienes.com/KD/Photos/Pages/General_Photos.html
http://katherinedienes.com/KD/Photos/Pages/General_Photos.html#4
http://katherinedienes.com/KD/Photos/Pages/General_Photos.html
http://katherinedienes.com/KD/Photos/Pages/General_Photos.html
http://katherinedienes.com/KD/Photos/Pages/General_Photos.html
http://katherinedienes.com/KD/Photos/Pages/General_Photos.html
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Basketball:             
Both St Mark's teams played well this week against Mana Intermediate showing good improvements from the 
hard work they put in at training. 
  
The Rockets played an absolute cliff hanger against Mana Sonics only to be pipped by one point, 8-9 with 1.5 
seconds to play!  Craig Pollock lead the charge with Kishore Bahirathan and Joshua Joe playing outstanding 
defence. 
  
The Bulls had a much easier win 34-8 against the Mana Tigers with exceptional speed and skills from Cameron 
Richards, and some great team work and court vision from Wanaka Noanoa. 
 

Cross Country Results: 
We had an excellent day on Tuesday for the school cross country event that took place at Martin Luckie Park.  
 
The venue was superb and hopefully we can run the event there again next year.  Thanks to all the staff for 
their help and of course to all the parents who turned up to do their bit to help – the fact that this event ran so 
smoothly is all down to the help on the day, so many thanks from all at St Mark’s to the parents, in particular for 
giving up their time. 
 
The results speak for themselves but I just want to thank all of the pupils for their efforts and their hard work – 
cross country can be quite terrifying. It is not easy to run that far and for some of us it is an achievement just to 
make it around the course - so well done to you all for successfully getting to the finish line and a big well done 
to the super fit pupils who won the races for their Houses. 
 
The top 5 placed runners in year 4-8 will go to the Central Zone event next Tuesday, which is also being held at 
Martin Luckie Park.  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

From the Head of PE   

Year 3 Girls 
 

1) Aishani McGrath         3mins 4 
2) Kate Parker                  3 mins 15 
3) Tayla Zaicek                3 mins 19 
4) Mili Panchal 
5) Chiara Anton 

 
Year 4 Boys 
 

1) Praneel Vallabh          4 mins 45 
2) Joshua Reece             4 mins 52 
3) Lukas Halikias            4 mins 57 
4) Thomas Mander 
5) Angus McConchie 

 

Year 4 Girls 
 

1) Elinor Bann                  5 mins 46 
2) Caitlyn Green               6 mins 29 
3) Charlotte Wilkinson     6 mins 30 
4) Abi Trotter                           
5) Jenna Siladi 

 

Year 3 Boys 
 

1) Paris Povey                3 mins 10 
2) Caleb Austing            3 mins 12 
3) Stanley Kirk                3 mins 13 
4) Max Tolve 
5) Joshua Hills 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Year 5 Boys 
 

1) John Holloway          8 mins 01 
2) Carl Jeffries               8 mins 16 
3) Oliver Peake              8 mins 46 
4) Christopher Wong 
5) Alex Povey 

 

 

Year 5 Girls 
 

1) Isabella Westerhuis    8 mins 32 
2) Ellie Grigg                    8 mins 40 
3) Sheyanee Pama           9 mins 
4) Amber Christenhusz        
5) Jasmine Bevan 

 Year 6 Boys 
 

1) Daniel Dorton Brand      6 mins 46 
2) Connor Davidson           7 mins 12 
3) Oscar Silvey McCaw      7 mins 38 
4) Connor McConchie          
5) Oscar Robinson  

 

Year 6 Girls 
 

1) Sariya McGrath             7 mins 35 
2) Belinda Von M.              7 mins 39 
3) Isabella Cooke              8 mins 02 
4) Bethany Petrovich 
5) Annabella Wang 
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Dinosaurs 
Currently on display is the dinosaur collection.  According to the Dewey decimal 
classification system, dinosaur books can be found at 960.  This is important 
information for students as they build their skills of locating information.  We have 
recently restocked our dinosaur section because this is a very popular area of 
self-inquiry particularly amongst our younger boys.  We have a wide range of 
titles that cater for all reading ages and cover many facets of dinosaurs and 
prehistoric life including the question that fascinates us all – what would it be like 
if dinosaurs were alive today.  Two of our new titles are the Dorling Kindersley 
Encyclopedia of Dinosaurs and Prehistoric Life and The Kiwi Fossil Hunter’s 
Handbook.  The latter is especially fascinating as it locates sites of prehistoric 
finds around New Zealand.  Our closest site is Castlepoint Beach where marine 
fossils, dating back 2.4 million years, can be found. 

 
 
  
Reminder 
Please remind your children to return overdue library books.  Letters will be sent out 
shortly to parents whose children have overdue books detailing the replacement 
costs.  In addition to coming to the Information Centre for research purposes, each 
class has a timetabled session in the Information Centre to change books for 
recreational reading.  If your child is unsure of their day, please ask their teacher.  
The Information Centre is also open each day from 7.30am for students to read and 
browse.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 7 Boys 
 

1) Bruno Isaacs                8 mins 34 
2) Adam Bradley              8  mins 41 
3) Joshua Peake               8 mins 44 
4) Nathaniel Bickers              
5) Alexander Tweedie 

 

Year 7 Girls 
 

1) Brooke Quirk                10 mins 01 
2) Eva Roling                     10 mins 09 
3) Neesha Mahesh            11 mins 26 
4) Malathi Jayapadman 
5) Josephine Dempsey 

 

Year 8 Boys 
 

1) Shaan Pama                8 mins 30 
2) Luis Todd                    8 mins 38 
3) Nick Wilkinson            8 mins 50 
4) Jayan Parbhu 
5) Theo Bazett 

 

Year 8 Girls 
 

1) Wanaka Noanoa         8 mins 59 
2) Flora Edwards            12 mins 48 
3) Nisha Dahya               13 mins 21 
4) Grace Hughson 

 

 

Guess who got engaged? 

 

Congratulations Mr Burns  
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Parent Workshop - Writing 
  

The Foundation team presented their workshop on writing yesterday and were able to share their knowledge 
and ideas of how to support children with their endeavours.  This is a new initiative for the Early Learning 
Centres and we will be reflecting on how we can build on this event for the next workshop in Term 3.  
Handouts from the workshop are available from the Head of Early Learning.  
 
Foundation Class 
Today the children have been exploring their creative talents with puppet 
making.  It was fantastic to have parents come and work alongside the 
children and supporting them with their learning.  The children have produced 
some great puppets! 
  

Preschool 
Last Friday the Preschool hosted a Mother’s Day afternoon tea and there was a wonderful turnout.  The 
children have been very busy writing letters to their wider community.  The Head of Learning received a lovely 
letter of thanks for the delivery of their new sofas.  Mr Batchelor received a letter asking permission to go on a 
trip to a bike repair shop and a pet shop.  They will be taking this trip on Thursday 20 May.   

  
 Toddler Centre 

This week our friends had a music session outside on their deck and everyone enjoyed making music of one 
kind and another.  Today they combined their skills to make some yummy pizzas! 

 
Farewells 
We have a few of our friends (teachers and students) leaving us this week.  
Thank you to Fran Carter and Dot Chatt for their great work in our centres.  
They will be sadly missed.  We wish all the best to Reuben Henry (Toddler 
Centre) and George Anderson (Foundation) who are continuing their learning 
journey elsewhere. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Year 5 kapa haka with Matt Ammunson-Fyall.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 5 have been looking at landscape composition in their 
art classes with Mrs Francis. This installation represents the 
city of Wellington. Come and have a look upstairs next time 
you are in. 
 
 
 
  Thank you for our laptops and interactive whiteboards.  They are great! 



Coming up next week:  

Monday 17th   
¶ Author Diana Neild visiting 

Yr2/3/4/ 9.30-10.30 in the 
Church 

Tuesday 
18th   

¶ Central Zone Cross Country 

Wednesday 
19th  

¶ 8am Con Brio Choir 

¶ 8.30am Church Y1-4 

¶ Swimming 2AA 

Thursday 
20th  

¶ 8am Schola choir 

¶ 8.30am Church Y5-8  

¶ Archdeacons Meeting:  No cars 
to be parked in front of Church 
Office 12pm – 2pm please. 

Friday 21st  
¶ 2CF swimming 

¶ Chamber Choir  

¶ Attitude Cards sent home 

Weekend 
22nd/23rd   

¶ 9.30am Combined 
School/Parish service at St 
Mark’s Church 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
CUP CAKE DAY 

Monday 24th May 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Cup Cake recipe: 
 
8oz(250g) butter 
4 eggs 
2tbs milk 
12oz(350g) flour 
8oz(250g) sugar 
2tsp baking powder 
 
1. Cream butter and sugar.  
2. Add beaten eggs, then flour mixed with baking 

powder and lastly milk.  
3. Half fill large paper cases and bake at 200 C for 

about 10-15minutes. 
4. Cool, ice and decorate with lollies, hundreds and 

thousands etc.  
5. Because of food allergies, please do not 

decorate with nuts. 
 

The Den 
 

Please note the opening hours of The Den 
are. 

 
Monday     8.00 – 12.00 
Friday        8.00 – 12.00 

 

From the Parish 
 
Regular Services are held at St Mark’s Church 
on Wednesday at 10.00am and on Sunday at 
9.30am with Sunday School.  
 
All members of the school community, staff, 
parents and relatives are always welcome to 
join the Parish at these services. 
 
Hall Hire:  If you would like to hire the Church 
Hall for a one-off function or regular activity, 
please contact the Parish Office. 
 
Parish Office – 385 8536 – Val Scharnke 
Email: st.marks1@xtra.co.nz  
Reverend: Michael Holland  

 

Remember the combined School / Parish Service 
on Sunday 23rd May at 9.30am 

 
A reminder to please return – 

 

¶ Money for the Individual Photos – OR 

you must return the photos.  Please 

make sure you clearly indicate the 

child’s name on the envelope or photo. 

 

¶ Money from the purchase of 

Entertainment Books – OR you must 

return the book in the envelope 

provided. 

 

Did you receive the June/July School 

Holiday Programme which was sent 

home on Wednesday?  Spare copies 

are available from the School office. 


