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The children of Yr 1 +2 thinking about the perspectives of others in Christchurch and 
thinking about what they might need there to help them. 
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T1 Week 7:  14-18 March 2011                    www.st-marks.school.nz                Ph. 0064 4 385 9489 

 
Dear Parents 
 

Firstly, can I begin this weekôs Remarks by sending our thoughts and prayers 
to all those affected by last Fridayôs devastating earthquake and tsunami in 
Japan.  And closer to home, on todayôs national memorial day, we remember 
our fellow New Zealanders who lost their lives in the Christchurch Quake. 
Two such major, natural disasters are a timely reminder of how important it is 
for us to be prepared.  We would like to thank all those families who have so 
promptly provided emergency food packs and we ask that any outstanding packs are handed in 
as soon as possible. 
 

On a lighter note, our week got off to a great start with our Year 8ôs introducing the virtue of 
óEnthusiasmô in our assembly on Monday.  One of the highlights was them getting the whole 
school óZumbule-ingô to a South African song and dance which made for a very óenthusiasticô 
start to the week!   
 

This week we have launched our next PYP Unit of Inquiry titled ñWhere We Are in Place and 
Timeò. To inspire the children in their new inquiries, many educational outings have taken place, 
with Foundation visiting Te Papa, Year 1 visiting Colonial Cottage and the Year 5ôs visiting the 
Carter Observatory. 
 

 At the moment Capital E are hosting their world acclaimed Arts Festival and this week Years 1 
and 2 had an opportunity to attend a performance of óSecret Chamberô and óThe Whales Taleô.  
Years 3 and 4 watched óPassing Windô where they learned how to make wind instruments from 
unexpected materials.  On Thursday 24th March, Years 5 to 8 will have their turn to attend the 
Arts Festival. 
 

On Wednesday, Tony, accompanied by our new PYP Coordinator, Heather Taylor, and Director 
of Performing Arts, Vicki-Marie Buchanan, left for Melbourne to attend the IB Asia-Pacific 
Conference. Ms Buchanan will be presenting a seminar on óCreatively connecting drama in 
curriculum learningô.  It is wonderful to have a member of our staff present at a conference 
attended by over 900 people from around the world. 
 

Individual photos will be taking place on Tuesday (Year 1-8) and Wednesday (Preschool and 
Foundation) next week.  Should you wish sibling photos to be taken on Tuesday, please ensure 
you have returned the relevant reply slip. 
 

On Friday 25th March Averill House has organised a Mufti Day to raise money for the Blind 
Foundationôs Red Puppy Dog Appeal. Please support this wonderful charity by contributing a 
gold coin on the day. The proceeds will be added to a Year 5 fundraiser for the same charity - a 
biscuit sale on Friday 1st April. 
 

Wishing you all a pleasant and fun-filled weekend. 
 

Mark 
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The Virtue for Weeks 7 + 8 is 

Enthusiasm 

 

Food for thought!  
 

Understand that it is your decisions, 

and not your conditions,  

that determine your destiny. 

 

Flying Up on Monday was:  
 

Eva Angell      and 

 

Matilda Goldie 
 

 

P  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
New Picture Books 

Piggity-Wiggity Jiggity Jig and the School Concert returns us to 

the cosy world of Piggity-Wiggity Jiggity Jig.  Fans of this little piglet 

preschooler will remember his dissatisfaction with his unusual name 

in Diana Neildôs first book, Piggity-Wiggity Jiggity Jig, and admired 

his fatherôs explanation that changes Piggityôs perception of his name 

from, óa long sort of name for a short sort of pigô to óa smart sort of 

name for a cool sort of pigô.  In her latest book, Diana Neild looks at 

the annual school concert from the point of view of the youngest in 

the family who feels left out of all the excitement because he is yet to enter the magical 

kingdom of school.  This busy and engaging tale rollicks along with catchy, rhyming lines that 

are great fun for grown-ups to read aloud and even more fun for preschool audiences to 

anticipate the last word and chime in:         

 Piggity-Wiggity wandered around                                                                                                                   

kicking little brown clouds from the dust on the ground                                                                                            

He wished he could be at a school-sort-of-age                                                                                                          

and be strutting about on a stage-ity stage. 

The illustrations by Philip Webb capture the energetic world of the pig family with great 

attention to detail that provide endless subject matter for discussion and will encourage the 

preschool reader to examine the pages closely for the layers of story. Piggity-Wiggity Jiggity 

Jig and the School Concert is a picture book that caters well for the preschool reader who 

already knows how to óreadô picture books and is learning to appreciate the rhythm of 

language. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to new student  Isabella Wickremesekara who started in 3LD this week.  Isabella has a 
brother at St Markôs already. 
 
Farewell:  On Friday 1st April we will sadly farewell Mrs Zoe Roles from Foundation, who is 
leaving us to take up a position at Miramar Central School. We would like to thank her for her 
hard work and dedication to St Markôs and wish her all the very best for the future. 
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Coming up next week:  

Monday 
21st    

¶8.30am  House Assembly  

¶Yr 6 swimming 8.40-10.20 

¶Yr 8 swimming 10.40-12.20 

¶2-3pm Yr7 + 8 to óMerchant of Veniceô 

Tuesday  
22nd            

¶Yr 7 swimming 9.40-11.30 

¶8.30-1.00pm  Individual class photos 

Wednesday 
23rd       

¶ 8.00am Con Brio 

¶ 8.30am Yr 0-4 Church  

¶8.30 PreSchool photos 

Thursday  
24th        

¶8am Schola Choir 

¶8.30am Yr 5-8 Church 

¶9.15-12.30pm Yrs 5-8 to Capital E 

Friday 25th              
¶AVERILL Mufti Day 

Blind Foundationôs Red 

Puppy Dog Appeal 

Weekend 
 26th / 27th             

¶9.30am Sunday - Parish Service 

 

 

From the Parish 
Regular Services are held at St Markôs 
Church on Wednesday at 10.00am and on 
Sunday at 9.30am with Sunday School.  
 

All members of the school community, staff, 
parents and relatives are always welcome to 
join the Parish at these services. 
 

Hall Hire:  If you would like to hire the 
Church Hall for a one-off function or regular 
activity, please contact the Parish Office. 
 

Parish Office:385 8536ï Val Scharnke 

Email: st.marks1@xtra.co.nz  

Reverend: Michael Holland  

Parish Services each Sunday at 9.30am 

 

SCHOOL FOCUS GROUP NUMBER 2 
 

The second of the school focus group sessions was held last evening.  Around 16 parents and most 
of the Board members attended.   
 

The meeting broke into three smaller groups to discuss how we wanted the school to be in five 
years time.  First we outlined what we liked about the school now that should be retained in the 
future.  Then we looked at the areas where we thought change was needed. 
 

The most significant areas where we thought change needed to occur were: 
 

¶ Finance ï including balancing the budget, being more businesslike in our dealings with parents, 
increasing our fundraising capabilities, and forecasting the likely fee increases for future years 

¶ Governance ï clarifying the schoolôs vision, streamlining governance and management 
arrangements, more transparent communication with parents, and more consultation over big 
issues. 

¶ Marketing ï better targeting our efforts, doing surveys of our parents and others who have not 
sent their children to St Markôs, giving greater public profile to the achievements of the school and its 
pupils. 

¶ Position of parents ï providing better and more transparent communication, involving parents 
in decisions, getting rid of school rules that make life difficult for parents. 

¶ Relations between the school and community ï in particular improving Alumni support of, 
and participation in, the school. 
 

A report on all the ideas and topics raised will be posted on the school website in about 10 days 
time. 
 

In our next focus group session ï on Thursday 7 April in the Parish Hall, 7.30-9.30pm ï we will be 
discussing what needs to be done in practice to get the school to where we want it to be in five 
years time.  Any member of the school community is very welcome to attend this session. 
 

Roger Wigglesworth 
Deputy Chairman 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



F
ro

m
 t

h
e
 H

e
a
d

 o
f 

E
a
rl

y
 L

e
a
rn

in
g

  

M
rs

 L
y
n

d
a
 M

o
o

re
 

 

¶ Disaster packs - a reminder to make this a priority and get them 
in to us ASAP. 

¶ Toys from home ï we have noticed the increase in toys being 
brought in from home.  We ask that they stay at home and for 
parents to please talk with your child about this.  We accept 
no responsibility for any items that become lost or broken at 
centre. 

¶ Cars up the school driveway ï please use the parks provided 
down on the road or over at the church.  People parking on 
yellow lines make it difficult for others to drive safely. The 
driveway needs to be kept clear at all times to ensure the 
safety of our children who may travel to and from Chapel.  

 
Preschool 
This week we continued focusing on our Unit of Inquiry ñWho We 
Areò.  
On Thursday, we went to the Multimedia Room.  We looked at a slide show with photos of all 
the children. The children were fascinated to see their faces on the white screen. By comparing 
our looks, we were able to see and talk about the similarities and differences.  
                                 
We also traced the outlines of the childrenôs hands on a concrete wall. During the day the 
children returned to the wall to look for their hands. 

                                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Some things happen regularly at the centre. Tony (the 
postman) delivers letters and parcels to the school in a big 
yellow courier truck every day. When the truck comes up the 
drive the children run excitedly to the gate and óhigh-fiveô with 
Tony. This has become one of our routines at preschool. It is 
important for the children to have connections with our local 
community. This lets them know we are part of the wider 
community. 
 

Foundation 
This week has been really busy in the Foundation 
Centre.   Over the past few weeks the children have 
been looking at the effects of earthquakes, what we 
can do in the event of an earthquake and what we can 
do to help.  The children have been using their skills 
and knowledge of the earthquake that happened in 
Christchurch, to fix the buildings. 
 
The children have been really enjoying the story of the 

óTitanicô and we went to the Information Centre 
this week, to take out more books about the 
Titanic tragedy. 
 
The children have been asking to have the note 
pads so that they can work on developing their 
technology skills further.  It has been amazing 
watching the children work alongside and with 
each other.  
 

 


