St Mark's Church School St Mark's Church School St Mark's Church School

Tuesday saw our RE classes with Mrs Batche
learning about Shrove Tuesday and making
pancakes.

E While learning about how Shrove Tuesday W“‘
celebrated throughout the world, Mrs Harvisol
made pancakes for a Year One pancake race.
The teams flipped pancakes in the relay... ma
landed in the pan but some landed on heads, |
on the ground and also on arms!
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Dear Parents

Todaybés childr en ar e-enghled societygvhete@ccassnto a
the Internet is the norm. Children are great consumers of online content and
thanks to developments in mobile technology can access the Internet from
anywhere. They are doing so at younger ages and are proving willing and

eager to openly share information online.

It is alarming to me that children in our school have told me that they have

6facebookd profile pages despite chil draecre buwmndke
to have a page. It is becoming increasingly more apparent to me that our children are not

keeping themselves safe when using the internet and social networking sites outside of the

normal school day. Parents of children under the age of 13 must be aware of the laws around

internet access for their children.

As a parent are you aware of the breadth of content available online? Are you properly
equipped to give sound cyber-safety advice to your children? Are you teaching your children to
be good cyber citizens? Are you supervising mobile phone internet use? Are you talking to your
children about what they should and should not do when they are online? Are you talking about
the rules you have set in your home around online use?

Whilst we are able to monitor carefully the use of the internet in school | am aware that many
parents are not aware of the issues they might be facing around internet safety and to this end |
am organizing a parent information evening to detail for you these very things later in the term.

Some things for you to think about:

1 Make sure your child does not spend all of his/her free time on the computer. People, not
computers, should be their best friends and companions

1 Keep the computer in an area where it can be monitored

1 Learn enough about computers so you can enjoy them together with your children

1T Make sure that your children feel comfortahb
react if things go wrong

1 Keep children out of chat-rooms

1 Encourage discussions between you and your child about what they enjoy online

f Teach them what information they can share
telephone numbers, address, their full name and school)

In the week ahead | am attending with two of my staff the IB Asia Pacific Conference in
Melbournewh er e Ms Buchanan i s presenting a wor ksho
Performing Arts Programme. | look forward to being able to report back to you on this

conference in the next weeks.

Have a great weekend.
Tony


http://www.st-marks.school.nz/

Il s St Mar kds an ear t hdolewingtherecennrelease byi Peter Dung ?
of the list of earthquake prone buildings in Wellington, you may have noticed that 11 Dufferin
Street was included in that |[|ist. Al t hough
Church School is in fact (according to the Wellington Council) officially 13 Dufferin Street.

We did however, consult with the Council regarding this matter and received the following

reply:

firhank you for your enquiry regarding St Marks Church School (aka 13 Dufferin Street). This building
has been assessed and deemed unlikely to be Earthquake-prone. A letter was sent to the property
owner in 2009 confirming this?o

Emergency Supplies: Just a little reminder to please return your ziplock bag of emergency
supplies for your child. Although we hope these will never be needed, it is a legal
requirement that we have these supplies available on site. Clean water and basic medical

From the Principal

AA childobés Ilife 1s |Ii ke a pie
| eaves a mar k. o

Chinese Proverb

Each week we will introduce one of our new staff: This week we welcome .........

Laura Batchelor

|l am the teacherds assistant 1in
| am currently in my last semester of an Aviation Degree and hold a
full Commer c seallrealliPenjbydliying and dné dayehope

to make it my career. | grew up in Christchurch and moved to the

North Island to attend Massy University in Palmerston North and
have just recently moved to Well
the wind!

| have a strong family connection with St Mark& with my Dad as
Principal and my Mum as Head of Religious Education. | am really
looking forward to working in the St Mark®& family and getting to know
your children.

Welcome New Staff



http://www.worserbaylsc.org.nz/
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Mrs Tracy Nel

Book Fair Wrap-Up

A very big thank-you to everyone for making the Book Fair such a success. More books were

sold than ever before, making this a record event. $5799.10 of books and stationery was

bought, which is quite outstanding and this is all thanks to our wonderful parent community for
supporting your chil dr e ordaionCenaedbiizaeg with bréwasicgh d ay
bodies from 7.30am until well after school as parents, boys and girls perused the displays, sat

on the couches to sample the wares and went away as satisfied customers.

Our children benefit tremendously from the Book Fair as we are able to spend 35% of all that

is sold on new books and so we now have the wonderful challenge of selecting $2029 worth

of newly published picture books, non-f i cti on, fiction for younger
books for more confident readers and books to challenge the minds and imaginations of our

more mature readers.

Learning to read, reading to learn

The Information Centre supports the classroom reading programme by providing a wide range

of books that support our childrenés developi
their reading level. Once children have learnt to read, they are supported as they transition to

the next stage of the independent reader: reading to learn. Reading is a lifelong habit of the
independent learner who turns to books to find out more, to explore other worlds and for pure
enjoyment. Parents, we would love to see you up in the Information Centre choosing books

with your son or daughter or even for yourself if you need to brush up on your Harry Potter,

Percy Jackson or Zac Power.

New Picture Books

The picture books are currently being overhauled with well-worn favourites being replaced with
beautiful new picture books that are all recently published. We look for books with fabulous
illustrations that support rich, imaginative
reading. Parents, we hope you enjoy reading them too!

Flying Up on Monday was:

Freya McKeich

From the Parish

Regul ar Services aref| h
Church on Wednesday at 10.00am and on
Sunday at 9.30am with Sunday School.

All members of the school community,
staff, parents and relatives are always
welcome to join the Parish at these
services.

Hall Hire: If you would like to hire the
Church Hall for a one-off function or
regular activity, please contact the Parish

Office.
Parish Office:385 85361 Val Scharnke
The Virtue for Weeks 7 + 8 is Email: st. marks1@xtra.co.nz
Enthusiasm Reverend: Michael Holland

Parish Services each Sunday at 9.30am




Rippa Rugby

On Wednesday 2nd March, 14 Year 7 and 8 students who have been playing Touch Rugby
during Senior School sports afternoons, went to a Rippa Rugby tournament at lan Galloway
Park. We set out at 9am and arrived full of energy. Our first game was at 10.15am and lasted
12 minutes. We won and had 15 minutes to rest, then we were back on at 10.45am. We lost
that game then went straight onto our next game
which unfortunately we also lost. Then we had a
break for an hour before we were rushed to
another game. We were losing as the other team
had their tags twisted around their belts so we
couldn't pull them out, before Ms Milne stepped in
and sorted things out and we started scoring some
tries. Then we had one more game before we went
back to school. This game was by far the most
exciting as | got hit in the eye and Jaiden bashed
his leg so hard it went numb. We drew with the
other team then went to prize-giving. They tried to present the winners quickly as it started to
rain. We came back to school soaking wet and feeling like we'd had a good day.

By Nathaniel Bickers, 8CU

Interschool sports fixture V Hadlow School

On Thursday, Hadlow School from Masterton visited for our first interschool fixture of the
year. Our Softball and Tennis teams travelled to Hataitai Park for their games, whilst our 1
X1 Cricket team travelled to Kilbirnie Park.

Our Softballers were competitive for their first hit out together, with notable performances

from our pitcher Eli Richards, and catcher Bruno Isaacs. Bruno suffered a finger sprain early

in the match, so gave up the catcher 6Jmckmi tt ,
Dryden also contributed well, along with Matilda Bentley, Josephine Dempsey and Nathan
Sargunam, all of whom were playing their first game. The team eventually lost by 2 runs.

Our Tennis team came up against a formidable opposition, and all played with a lot of heart.
Ryan Yee and Hunter Stent were fantastic and both had impressive games. Both lost
narrowly in their respective matches. The others all tried hard, but unfortunately we came
away winless in the Tennis.

Mr Paul Sparks

Our 1* X1 Cricket team carried on their recent fine form and were completely dominant in
their game. Sent in to bat first in wet ground conditions, the team got off to a slow start.
Adam Bradley and Paul Horrocks then picked up the pace, followed by some late hitting and
quick running between the wickets from Quincey Stephens and Aush Wickremesekera
which elevated the total to 112 after 20 overs. Quincey was run out for 30 runs, while Aush
was unbeaten on 29. After a great start to the fielding, with Josh bowling two maiden overs
and Quincey taking a wicket at the other end, almost all of our team were able to bowl as
the required run rate became too high for the visitors. Connor McConchie, Dev Desai and
Aush also took wickets, with Seb Halikias taking 3 in two superb overs. Aush took 2 catches
in the field to round off an excellent all round performance. Hadlow finished with 69 runs 1
St Markdés the victors for the third game i n e
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Well done to everyone for a great day of sport, and thanks to those who came to support.

Ouir victorious Cricket team:
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Preschool

On Monday, Kathleen came to teach us Spanish. When she arrived
the children were so excitedoan/d greeted hejr wi
This week we learned some counting and colours. We had a fantastic
ti me with Kathleen and candt walit to see he|r ac
We have started our firsTheddnmralt [of | nquiry fdWho
idea we will focus on, looks at ourselves and our families. This will
help us to understand who we are and how we are similar and

di fferent to our friends. We wi|ll work with| par
children to see how their identity is shaped by the families they come
from.

This week, we have been drawing around our bodies to discover what shape we are and how we
are similar and different to each other.

Foundation

This week the children have been busy watching the three
chrysalises hoping to see some changes patrticularly the
emergence of butterflies.

Anot her big interest has been
what happened. The children have used books, the community
and technology to find out mor
sank. The children have also used a variety of ways to express
their own knowledge of the O0Ti
and other adults, creating drawings, using play dough and block
construction. This has been amazing to watch.

This has also led the children to inquire into forces around us.
What is causing objects to move fast and to go up, down and
across?

OQur wunit of inquiry this term é
what we can do. A neW|$|kIIeIwaonkDevidtti;ethpi
Zoe has found the sheet music and the children are helping David to learn this new skill with great

success.




