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The Virtue for Weeks 5 + 6 is 

Faith 
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 T1 Week 5:  28 Feb ï 4 March 2011                    www.st-marks.school.nz                Ph. 0064 4 385 9489 

 
 Dear Parents 
 
Around the school this week it has been a hive of activity. We have had many visitors to the 

school supporting the units of inquiry across the school, Clifford the big red dog and Geronimo 

Stilton a little mouse have been visiting all week at the book fair; a very big thank you to Mrs Nel  

and her helpers for making this happen, our cricketers have played two matches this week in 

the Milo Cup competition and have won both their games, the SMILE Team organized a 

Paddlepop day, and many of you in the Lower and Middle Primary have been visiting for Parent 

Teacher Interviews. 

On Tuesday we, along with the rest of country, spent a time of reflection in the Church to pray 

and remember the people of Christchurch. This was a particularly moving time for many of us 

and as a community we are thankful that we can take strength from each other at times such as 

these. Our Prefects lit candles on behalf of the School and the Vicar led us in prayers. 

During the week the SMILE Team held their AGM at which Mrs Treena Martin was elected 

Convener, she is supported by a very enthusiastic committee and band of helpers. I would like 

to acknowledge the tremendous contribution to the School of our outgoing Convener, Mrs Sally 

Wilkinson and Secretary, Mrs Susan Harding who have both been a wonderful support and 

given much of their time for your children ï Thank You. 

Today you will receive a draft of our new-look Attitude Cards and a letter from our newly 

appointed PYP Coordinator, Mrs Heather Taylor, detailing the reasons for change and the 

feedback we would like from our parent community. The children have been introduced to these 

with their teachers and we have had a very positive response from our senior students in 

particular. We look forward to hearing what you have to say. This is a first step in a review of 

our óreporting to parentsô and over the next term you will have an opportunity to be involved in 

this review process. 

Have a great weekend. 

Tony 
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Prime Minister John Key enjoys a chat 
with our younger students 

Georgio and Awatea , Year 4 at the Desk 
of The Right Honorable Phil Heatly. 

Thank you to SMILE for a very successful 
Paddlepop DayΧΧΧΧΦŜǾŜƴ ƻƴ ŀ ǿŜǘ ŘŀȅΗ 

http://www.st-marks.school.nz/
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 ST MARKôS SCHOOL FOCUS GROUP 1 

The first of the school focus group sessions was held last night in the Church Hall. Our thanks 
to all who took part.  It was a very interesting and lively discussion. 
 
The purpose of the first session was to provide information about the school that will help in 
understanding the opportunities and constraints which the Board has to take into account 
when doing its planning. 
 
Amongst the issues discussed were: 
 

¶ the parish is the owner of the school, appoints most of the members of the Board, and 
sets the key parameters within which the school and Board operate 

¶ the Parish Property Trust is the landlord of the school and receives rental payments 
from the school that go towards school maintenance and debt servicing 

¶ the income of the school comes overwhelmingly from school fees, with a small 
contribution per pupil from the Ministry of Education and a limited amount from 
donations 

¶ around 70% of the annual expenditure is for teacher salaries, 8% is for curriculum 
materials, 11% for rents, 5% property maintenance and 6% for administrative costs. 

 
More detailed information on what was discussed will be made available on the new 
Questions and Answers section of the school website over the next week. 
 
The second session of the focus groups will cover how participants want things to be at the 
school in five yearsô time, including in terms of governance, finances, strategy, marketing and 
accountability.  It will be held in the St Markôs Parish Hall on Thursday 17 March, 7.30pm-
9.30pm.  The third session in the series will be held on Thursday 7 April. 
 
All members of the school community are welcome to attend these sessions.  If you are 
unable to come you are welcome to send your suggestions and questions to 
karyn.sheehan@st-marks.school.nz.  We will answer the questions on the website and feed 
the suggestions into the summaries of the next two focus group sessions. 
 

Roger Wigglesworth, Deputy Chair, School Board 

Principal                  

 

 
  

Welcome to new students Orhan Kibar who started in Pre School (Orhan already has a 
sister here); and Lucia Murphy started in 1EH . 
 
Appointment of a part-time Development Officer 
I am pleased to inform the parent community that I have appointed Mrs Susan Harding as our 
part-time Development Officer.  Susan will be tasked with forging closer links with our Alumni, 
and communicating School news and developments to the Alumni.    Susanôs involvement in 
our School, her well-honed fundraising skills and her understanding of educational settings 
makes her an ideal addition to our staff. 
 
LOST PROPERTY  
We have a large number of un-named school uniform items in our lost property bin. Most 
items are very new looking. We would be grateful if you would check that your child has 
his/her raincoat, or PE kit or jumper etc. Thank you.  
 
Sun Hats 
We would like to remind you that we do not allow children who have forgotten their sun hat to 
take one from the lost property bin. This is to lessen the possibility of the spread of Head 
Lice.  
 

Mufti Day for Christchurch Earthquake Appeal 
 

$2,058.40 

mailto:karyn.sheehan@st-marks.school.nz
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Stop Press - Book Fair Extended!!! 

The Book Fair has been extended to Monday lunchtime to accommodate all the re-orders that 
will arrive from Auckland on Monday morning.  This means that if you have not yet visited this 
feast of good childrenôs and young peopleôs literature, there is still time.  Do pop in on Monday 
morning anytime from 7.30am. 

There is a fabulous selection of books for all ages.  Here are a few 
samples: 

Parents often ask for lists of recommended reading and here is the 
answer. 1001 CHILDRENǋS BOOKS YOU MUST READ BEFORE 
YOU GROW UP is the perfect introduction to the very best books of 
childrenǋs fiction: those books that have a special place in the heart 
of every reader. It introduces a wonderfully rich world of literature to 
parents and their children, offering both new titles and much loved 
classics that many generations have read and enjoyed. From 
wordless picture books and simple, illustrated story books through to hard-hitting and edgy 
teenage fiction, the titles featured in this book reflect the wealth of childrenǋs fiction available 

today. 

No child is ever too old for picture books with vivid illustrations and 

sophisticated text.  A wonderful example of picture books that are 

witty and wonderful to read is Mr Pusskins Best in Show.  From the 

moment Mr Pusskins spies the prize for Best-Looking Pet, he is 

smitten. He just has to get his paws on that trophy, and nothing, 

NOTHING is going to stand in his way . . . not even that mean, 

double-crossing poodle, Madame Fifi Fou-Fou. Mr Pusskins won the 

Booktrust Early Years Award, was a New York Times Bestseller and 

his character is recognised as being the grumpiest yet most lovable ginger cat in the 

children's book world today.  

A thought provoking book for the fluent reader is A Million Shades of Grey by the Newberry 

Medal-winning author, Cynthia Kadohata.  At just twelve, Tin is the 

youngest elephant handler in his village. Ever since he can remember, 

Tin has dreamed of working with elephants and he loves his own 

elephant, Lady, to distraction, even spending most of his nights sleeping 

by her side. Tin is much less keen on school, but his parents insist that 

he goes. Tin really can't see the point, as his sole ambition is to become 

a fully-fledged elephant trainer. His parents may talk about opportunities 

in the world outside his village but if they don't involve elephants, he's 

not interested. But the world outside Tin's village is changing fast and 

it's becoming increasingly clear that Tin, his village, and his entire 

people will be affected, whether they like it or not. For Tin's village lies in 

the mountains of Vietnam, it's the 1970s, and the war is in full flood. Many of Tin's people, the 

Montagnards, are helping the Americans in their fight against the Vietcong. And when they 

attack his village, burning, looting and murdering, Tin must act swiftly if he's to save himself 

and his elephant...  

For aspiring surfers, there is Surf for your Life, the Grommetsô Edition by 

world champion Australian surfer, Mick Fanning.  The action photography is 

outstanding and this book makes any reader want to jump off the couch and 

rush to catch the closest wave.  
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 1st X1 Cricket ï Milo Cup Victories! 

On Tuesday, our 1st X1 played St Teresaôs School in the second game of the Milo Cup. St 
Markôs were sent in to bat and once again, Joshua Peake and Adam Bradley got the team off 
to a fantastic start and put on 64 runs for the first wicket. Adam was caught out on 32 runs, 
and Josh continued through the entire innings to finish unbeaten on 62. St Markôs eventually 
scored a mammoth 147 for 3 in 16 overs. 
With an improved bowling performance from last week, the St Teresaôs batters struggled to 
keep up with the required run rate. Although only losing 3 wickets, they finished on 90 runs ï a 
comprehensive victory for our 1st X1. Aushadha Wickremesekera was the pick of the bowlers 
with 1-14 from 4 overs, with Josh and Connor McConchie also taking wickets. 
 
On Thursday, the third and final round robin game was played against Karori Normal School. 
After losing the toss, St Markôs were sent in to bat, and from then on Joshua Peak once again 
dominated proceedings and batted for almost the entire innings. In a controlled display of fine 
attacking shots, Josh ended with a massive 82 runs, in an overall team score of 133. Josh 
then followed up with a fine bowling spell, well supported by Jeeten Mavji and Sebastian 
Halikias, with some outstanding fielding by Connor McConchie, Quincey Stephens and Adam 
Bradley to restrict the opposition to 100 and comfortably win the game. 
 
Whether the team now progresses past the round robin stage will depend on other results, but 
whatever the outcome, our 1st X1 can be very proud of their efforts. Well done in particular to 
Josh, our captain, who finishes the group stage with an amazing batting average of 81. 
 
The team: Joshua Peake, Paul Horrocks, Jeeten Mavji, Vikram Rajiv Kumar, Adam Bradley, 
Sebastian Halikias, Connor McConchie, Aushadha Wickremesekera, Quincey Stephens. 
 
Flippaball Friday 25/2/11 
 
We are now fielding 2 teams in the flippaball competition on Friday at Kilbirnie pool.  
  
Our St Markôs 2 team played first this week with a great win 9 -5 over Miramar Central and St 
Markôs 1 drew with Miramar North 1, 4 all. Well done everyone! Players of the day were 
Charlotte Wilkinson and Rebecca Clowes 
  
No game March 5th but good luck next week. 
 
 
Hoop Club with Kenny McFadden 
Sessions with Kenny this week focussed on shooting, with everyone enjoying fun, competitive 
games. Those classes who have not yet had time with Kenny, will do so next term. 
Further information about Hoop Cub including after school coaching and games, can be found 
on the website: http://www.hoopclub.org.nz. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week 8CU helped 1EH with their inquiry 

learning about their senses. 

An Invitation from the Church 
 

Lenten Studies (led by the Vicar) 
 

Six weeks commencing on 13th March 
 ñEaster through Artò 

 
In the Choir room of the Church at 5pm 

 
Sessions approx 1 hour long; light 

refreshments will be provided. 
 

http://www.hoopclub.org.nz/
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We hung prayers on our tree for 

the people of Christchurch 

 
Learning an Instrument at St Markôs 

 
Trumpet and singing lessons are now being offered 

as part of our Itinerant Programme 

Please contact Glenda Ryman through the School office. 

********************************************** 

Con Brio        Schola Cantorum 

Both Choirs are now up and running.   Con Brio has 47 singers (Years 3 + 4) 

 

Schola Cantorum has 61 singers (Years 5 to 8) 

 

We have 108 very talented singers bringing beautiful Choral music to our weekly 

Chapel Services.  Well done singers! 

 

From the Parish 
 

Regular Services are held at St Markôs 
Church on Wednesday at 10.00am and on 
Sunday at 9.30am with Sunday School.  
 

All members of the school community, staff, 
parents and relatives are always welcome to 
join the Parish at these services. 
 

Hall Hire:  If you would like to hire the Church 
Hall for a one-off function or regular activity, 
please contact the Parish Office. 
 

Parish Office:385 8536ï Val Scharnke 

Email: st.marks1@xtra.co.nz  

Reverend: Michael Holland  

Parish Services each Sunday at 9.30am 

Ash Wednesday 
9th March 

 
If you still have your Palm Cross 
from last year, please bring it to 

school next week.   
 

These palms are used to create the 
ashes for the Ash Wednesday 

service. 



Coming up next week:  

Monday 
7th    

¶8.30am  Assembly  

¶9.30am Fly Up 

¶Yr 6 swimming 8.40-10.20 

¶NO Yr 8 swimming 10.40-12.20 

¶7.30pm Parentôs Association AGM 

Tuesday 8th           
¶Yr 7 swimming 9.40-11.30 

¶3pm Parent Teacher Interviews Yr 5-8 

Wednesday 
9th     

¶ 8.00am Con Brio 

¶ 8.30am Yr 0-8 Church Ash Wednesday 

¶10-12.30pm Yr3 to Time Cinema, Lyall Bay 

¶3pm Parent Teacher Interviews Yr 5-8 
 

Thursday  
10th        

¶8am Schola choir 

¶Yr 1 trip to Colonial Cottage  

¶Hadlow v St Markôs @ St Markôs 

Friday 11th            ¶ 

Weekend 
 12th / 13th           

¶9.30am Sunday - Parish Service 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parent Notice Board  

Please check the Parents Notice Board at Reception.   
This week we have addedΧΧΧΧΧ 

 

Family Gala ς Miramar Playcentre:  Saturday 5th March 10am-

1pm 

Charity in the Park, Saturday 12th March 1-5pm at Frank Kitts 

Park 

Calling all Pianists/Organists 
 
The Parish of St Markôs is looking for 
somebody to help out with playing the organ 
or piano for their Sunday services (on a 
weekly basis or once/twice a month). 
 
It involves playing the Liturgy, 4 Hymns/Songs 
and a prelude and postlude.  

Payment $ 50 per service 

Please contact the Parish Office or the Vicar 
(Ph 385 8536) 

Food for thought!  

 
The trees that are slow to grow  

bear the most fruit 


