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 Dear Parents 
 

It is at times like this that we value the  importance of community. All of us, I am sure, have been 
touched by the devastating news from Christchurch this week. For those of us in the St Markôs 
community with family and friends in Christchurch pleased be assured that you are in our thoughts 
and prayers at this time. I am often reminded of the support of our school community. I received a 
lovely email recently from a parent telling me of the kindness of one our parents to them when they 
recently found themselves in need of help. The writer of the em ail expressed her thankfulness that 
her daughter ñwent to a school where such virtues were considered important.ò  At a personal level 
Barb and I have appreciated your kind thoughts and support over the past days and we are looking 
forward to our son, Josh, arriving in Wellington on the weekend for some family time.  
 

Yesterday saw the presentation of the Student Leaders for 2011 at a Commissioning Service held in 
St Markôs Church. Over their final year our Y8 students undertake a leadership programme which will 
challenge them to question what leadership is, what skills and qualities leaders needs to lead, what 
makes an effective leader and they will explore some of the downsides of being a leader. There is 
some debate on whether leadership can be taught but I strongly take the view that all of us, at 
some time, should experience leadership and find out for ourselves whether leading from the front 
or leading a team is what we want to do or whether we are more suited to be supporters of 
leadership and happy to be led ï indeed both these roles are vital for our community. It is my strong 
belief that experiencing leadership is an important facet in our education at St Markôs Church School.  

 
The Prefects meet with me on a Friday morning. Today their 
discussions centered on how our School could help the people of 
Christchurch. The prefects are organising a mufti day for Monday with 
all proceeds going to the children of Christchurch. I enjoy the se 
weekly meetings and am constantly reminded of their maturity of 
thought and of their strong values which they uphold.  
 

 
During the week we have very much enjoyed 
the visit of our 10 visitors from Seongnam, 
South Korea. The students with their teacher 
have spent mornings with us in their billetôs 
class and the afternoons exploring the sights 
of our city. The visitors and our students 
have had a fabulous time and when they left 
this morning, the school turned out in full to 

say goodbye and wish them a safe trip back home. 
 

Have a great weekend. 
 

Tony  
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Prime Minister John Key enjoys a chat 
with our younger students 

Our Korean visitors enjoying their time at St Markôs! 

http://www.st-marks.school.nz/


F
ro

m
 t

h
e
 

P
ri

n
c
ip

a
l  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

W
e
lc

o
m

e
 N

e
w

 S
ta

ff
 

   

 
 

 
 Each week we will introduce one of our new staff:  This week we welcome .........  
 

 Kit He 

Kia Oraé Helloé  (Nin Hao) 

 
My name is Jiajie He, but everyone calls me Kit. I originally came 
from Guangzhou in China and have been in New Zealand since 
2003. I speak English, Cantonese, Mandarin and a bit of 
Japanese. I very much enjoy sharing my languages and culture 
with people.  
 
The guiding, golden rule for me has always been to treat others 
the way you would like to be treated yourself. I believe that 
positive relationships and communication are the keys for 
learning and teaching. I like that St Markôs is a diverse, multi-cultural school where all people 
are valued and have a contribution to make. 
 
I am really looking forward to teaching at St Markôs Early Learning Centre and getting to know 
you all. 

 
  

We would appreciate  any donation of clean underwear for ólittle accidentsò at school.  Especially 
for 5,6, and 7 year olds, both girls and boys. 
 
Also, a huge thank you to those parents who have brought in a box of tissues.  These are very 
much needed and appreciated, and will still be required for those winter chills in terms 2 and 3. 

Thank you 
 

Calling all Pianists/Organists 
 
 
The Parish of St Markôs is looking for 
somebody to help out with playing the organ 
or piano for their Sunday services (on a 
weekly basis or once/twice a month). 
 
It involves playing the Liturgy, 4 Hymns/Songs 
and a prelude and postlude.  

Payment $ 50 per service 

Please contact the Parish Office or the Vicar 
(Ph 385 8536) 

An Invitation from the Church 
 

Lenten Studies (led by the Vicar) 
 

Six weeks commencing on 13th March 
 ñEaster through Artò 

 
In the Choir room of the Church at 5pm 

 
Sessions approx 1 hour long; light 

refreshments will be provided. 
 

Oscar and his grandma 

who came to talk to the 

children about living 

without one of her 

senses (smell) 
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BOOK FAIR  

Next week the Information Centre will be even busier than usual with the Book Fair running 

from: 

Monday ï Friday 7.30am ï 3.30pm 

There will be an exciting range of books to suit all readers from 

toddlers, exploring books for the very first time, to our 

sophisticated readers in the Senior School.  The students will visit 

the Book Fair both with their classes and independently at morning 

tea and lunchtime to browse the selection.  Parents, we encourage 

you to come up to the Information Centre to have a look at the 

current range of childrenôs and young adultsô literature,  either with 

your children or without them.  We are open before school and at 

the end of the school day. 

Clifford, the Big, Red Dog, and Geronimo Stilton will be in 

attendance at the Book Fair each day during 2.50 ï 3.30pm so do 

bring your child up to meet these famous book characters at least 

once during the week.  We have Clifford books in both English and Spanish!  Geronimo 

Stilton is a most adventurous mouse, much loved by young readers, and his adventures fill a 

whole shelf. 

 

     

 

 

 

 
 
  

Road Patrol Team 
 
The Road Patrol Team partook in a refresher training 
course last week with Constable Duncan Ashton from the 
Youth Education Centre of the New Zealand Police. 
Constable Ashton put them through their paces and they all 
passed with flying colours.  
 
On Thursday at the Leaders Commissioning Service, 
Lachlan Buchanan was named as the Head of Road 
Patrol,  a well-deserved appointment; Iôm sure you will see 
him down on his post ómarshaling the troops.ô They are a 
well-trained and enthusiastic team, who have a huge 
responsibility in ensuring the safety of all the students of St 
Markôs, at our very, very busy entrance to the school. 
 
 I know the team will have your complete support in 
ensuring that they are able to perform their duties in the 
safest and most efficient manner possible.   

 
Ms Rochelle Thorn 
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 Hoop Club with Kenny McFadden 

This week, Kenny McFadden came to 
St Markôs and coached a number of our 
classes. This weekôs focus was on 
dribbling, and our students 
concentrated on ball control while 
keeping their heads up to watch the 
opposition.  Kenny brings with him a 
wealth of knowledge and experience 
and is well respected in New Zealand 
for his playing days, and now as a local 
and National coach in New Zealand. 
Coaching will continue throughout the 
term at St Markôs. 

 

1st X1 Cricket ï Milo Cup game one 
On Thursday, our 1st X1 cricket team played their first game in the regional Milo Cup cricket 
competition against SWIS at Macalister Park.  After losing the toss and being sent in to bat, 
Joshua Peake and Adam Bradley made a great start and put on 29 runs for the first wicket. 
Paul Horrocks also batted well, and after a middle order collapse, Quincey Stephens offered 
some late hitting to reach a respectable score of 86 from 16 overs. Quincey finished unbeaten 
on 15, while Josh top scored with 18. 
 
The fielding also could not have got off to a better start, with Quincey taking 2 wickets in his 
very first over. Josh (1-16) and Jeeten Mavji (1-14) also bowled well, but some wayward 
bowling and fielding errors closed the gap and SWIS needed only 2 runs from the last over, 
which they achieved with 3 balls left in the match. A defiant stand of 28 not out from the SWIS 
number one batter was enough to end the hopes of the St Markôs team.   
Our 1st X1 have two more matches next week, and can take some positives out of this match 
to take through to the next games. With a complete performance, our team will be hard to beat 
and we look forward to the remaining games with some confidence. 

 
Big Splash Day 

 

Wellington Regional Aquatic Centre 
63 Kilbirnie Crescent, Kilbirnie 

Sunday 20 March 
2 - 3.30 pm 

Meet at the 5 metre pool 
Session is free ï Pool entry charge only 

Must be able to swim in deep water 

Numbers will be limited so be quick to register: 
email to whpa@clear.net.nz or call 021 443-984 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scholastic Book Fair 
 

 

Monday 28 February ï Friday 4 March 

7.30am ï 3.00pm 

 

Food for thought!  
 

Live as if everything you do  

will eventually be known! 


