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The Virtue for Weeks 3 + 4 is 
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Dear Parents 
 
Well this week has certainly been action-packed, but then again it would not be a week at St Markôs if 
it wasnôt!   
 
The week started with our whole school assembly where our Year 5 students presented óWhat it 
means to be an Inquirerô.  We first watched an inspirational óYou- tubeô clip of a group of children 
living in an Indian village, who were secretly filmed trying to teach themselves how to use a 
computer.  It was amazing to see the children experimenting and exploring, trying to teach 
themselves how to operate the computer without any guidance or instructions.    Our Year 5ôs then 
played a film that they had made, which highlighted the many research tools we use throughout the 
inquiry process. Footage was shown of the children going to the library, watching a documentary, 
reading a newspaper article and even phoning the Prime Minister in their search for answers.  Their 
presentation was enhanced by a live Skype broadcast to an óexpertô!  It was great to see the Year 5 
students incorporating their ICT skills so effectively in their assembly presentation. 
 
Also on Monday, I was also honoured to attend the fly-up ceremony of Sophia  Ali-Sakoufakis  who 
we officially welcomed into the Primary School. 
 
Thankfully we were blessed with fine weather for our two Meet the Teacher evenings.  These 
provided a wonderful opportunity for staff and parents to meet and I would like to thank all those 
parents who attended.  It has been a very positive start to the year and we were delighted with the 
encouraging comments we received from parents. 
 
Mrs Ryman has just completed auditions for the Schola and Con Brio choirs and I am pleased to 
announce that there are record numbers in each.  We look forward to the musical treats they have in 
store for us! 
 
Looking ahead to next week, we will welcome a group of students from Chorim School in Korea. 
They will be participating in classes in the senior school throughout the week.  A big thank you goes 
out to those families who will be billeting our guests.  
 
May I take this opportunity to remind our parents of Year 8 students that we will be commissioning 
our Year 8 leaders in a special service on Thursday at 8:30am in the church and that you are very 
welcome to attend.   
 
I hope you and your family have a lovely weekend. Letôs hope the fine weather continues and that  
itós a good start to the Super 14 season! 
 
Mark  
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Prime Minister John Key enjoys a chat 
with our younger students 

3LD enjoy learning about healthy eating 

http://www.st-marks.school.nz/
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Coming up next week:  

Monday 
21st    

¶8.30am  Assembly  

¶Yr 6 swimming 8.40-10.20 

¶Yr 8 swimming 10.40-12.20 

¶Chorim billets arrive 

Tuesday 
22nd         

¶Yr 7 swimming 9.40-11.30 

Wednesday 
23rd     

¶ 8.00am Con Brio 

¶ 8.30am Church Yr 0-4 

Thursday  
24th       

¶8am Schola choir 

¶8.30am  Church Yr 5-8 Leadersô Commissioning Service 

¶Yr 1 trip to TePapa 

¶ 

Friday 25th          
¶9.00am Yr8 Girls Immunisation Talk 

¶Yr 4 trip to Parliament 

Weekend 
 26th / 27th          

¶9.30am Sunday - Parish Service 
With guest preacher The Venerable Danny Te Hiko,  
Arch Deacon for Missions 

 

 

Flying Up on Monday was:  
 

Sofia Ali-Sakoufakis 
 

 

 
 

   
 Each week we will introduce one of our new staff:  This week we welcome .........  
 

 Anna Blandford:  
 ñHi, I am Anna Blandford ... born and bred in Wellington. I went 
to Wellington Girlsô College, after which I spent one year 
overseas in England being a GAP teacher and exploring 
different parts of the world. 
 
I have just finished my Bachelor of Early Childhood Education 
at Victoria University. Fun facts about me, I enjoy painting and 
generally being creative. I canôt wait to travel and see more of 
our big wide world. I am activley involved with CanTeen and 
really enjoy voluenteering in the community.  
 
I am looking forward to getting to know your family and working alongside your child here at St 
Marks.ò 
 

  

 
Welcome to New Students:  Nikolai Lally, Lily Zhang and Sebastian Miller all in PreSchool: Lee 
Val Xiao in 4HT; and Simon Xiao in 7EM 
 
Return of pink forms:  There are a number of families who have yet to return their completed and 
signed forms.  It is essential we have these forms returned immediately, as they contain the most 
up to date contact details which may be needed if your child is sick or injured or in the event of an 
emergency. 
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The school-wide Central Idea of Who We Are is generating great inquiry at all year levels and the 
Information Centre is a hive of research activity as students use online and book based resources 
to answer their questions and deepen their understanding.  The idea of who we are as New 
Zealanders is explored through displays in the Information Centre that celebrate the best of New 
Zealand picture books and that look at books that explore what it means to be a New Zealander 
through time with a deep connection to the land.  Ask your inquirer if they have visited these 
displays and suggest that they bring home a book to share with the family in your own discussions 
about what it means to be a New Zealander. 
 
Keeping with the idea of Who We Are, a wonderful new addition to the 
Information Centre is Ben and Mark, Boys of the High Country by 
Christine Fernyhough and John Bougen. This is the story of the real day 
to day lives of Ben and Mark Smith of Mount White Station in 
Canterbury.  A generation ago most people who werenôt from farms had 
friends or family who were.  That is no longer the case and to many city 
kids, rural New Zealand might as well be another country but reading 
about these boys will change all this and make our children realise that 
on any given day children around New Zealand are having different 
experiences.  Therefore, the answer to what it means to be New 
Zealanders is rich and multi-layered.  
 
Damming the creek, catching tadpoles and cockabullies, mustering on foot and horse back, 
helping in the shearing shed or stock yards, and pig hunting are common place for nine year old 
Ben and eight year old Mark.  Christineôs words and Johnôs photos portray these and other aspects 
of high country life for city kids whoôve never been off a tar sealed road.  Christine chooses simple 
terms to describe Ben and Markôs activities and the station which is their 40,000 hectare home -
  she explains is nearly as big as 60,000 rugby fields put together.  John uses his knowledge of the 
people and places to good effect in capturing the day to day life and seasonal routines. While the 
book is about the boys, the photos also highlight the beauty of the land. The blurb on the cover 
says the photos are stunning, and they are. 
 
Book Fair 
The Book Fair will run in the Information Centre Monday 28 February ï Friday 4 March in Week 5.  
There will be a fabulous range of books for pre-school to Year 8. 
Opening Hours: 
We will be open from 7.30am each day during school for children to browse and the book sales 
hours each day are 12.00 ï 1.30pm and 2.30 ï 3.30pm.  If you can help, please contact Tracy Nel 
through the School office. 
  

Food for thought!  

 
A pessimist sees the difficulty 

 in every opportunity;  

an optimist sees the opportunity  

in every difficulty! 

A special invitation  
 

On Sunday, 20th February, St  Markôs Church is 

hosting a guest preacher,  

The Venerable Danny Te Hiko,  

Arch Deacon for Missions. 

 

All St Markôs Church School parents, family and friends 

are warmly invited to attend this service at 9.30am 
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Flippaball 

Our first game of Flippaball last Friday, with 5 new players to the team, 
resulted in a fantastic victory of 9 - 1 against Kilbirnie Dolphins. Player of the 
Day was Tara Anderson. 
 
Kelly Sports at St Markôs 
On Tuesday, Kelly Sports visited St Markôs for the afternoon and took our 
Year 1-3 students for a great variety of fun sports activities. Everyone had a 
great time participating in activities such as Frisbee throw, Basketball shooting 
and walking on stilts. 
 

Enrolments are still open for Wednesday after school 
and Thursday lunchtime. 

Lunchtime on Thursdays, Kelly Sports is offering a 9-week Sports 
Beginnings programme. Designed especially for year 1 to 2 it covers all 
the basic sports skills and is a great way to get kids active and having 
fun.  
Afterschool on Wednesdays (3-4pm) is Kelly Sports Summer Sports - 
Perfect for years 2-3 with 4 different sports across 9 weeks - Cricket, 
Basketball, Athletics and Fitness Fun. Have fun, try something new 
and improve your sports skills, co-ordination and confidence.  
 
Contact Libby on 972 7201 or wgtn@kellysports.co.nz  or for more info or see 
their website www.ksports.co.nz. 
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MIRAMAR RANGERS AFC - Grade Registrations 2011 
Enrolments are now open for 5 - 14 grade teams. For details on how to register please visit, 
www.miramar-rangers.com and click onto the óJuniorsô page. 
Any queries contact Janine Paul, Junior Club Captain mrfcjuniors@xtra.co.nz 
Registrations close on the 25th of February 
 
 
Brooklyn Junior Cricket Club is holding a ñMilo introduction to cricket sessionò from 10am -
11.30am on the 20th of February.  This session is aimed at kids who havenôt played cricket before, 
but are keen to learn the basics and have a bit of fun.  The session will be held at Wellington 
Bowling Club, Tanera Crescent, Brooklyn.    Contact Mark Jones ph 389 1067. 
 
Karori Jnr Hockey Registration Day ï Monday 21 February 5-7pm (See Parent Notice Board) 

ñHoop Club was established in 1996 by well-known 
Wellington and New Zealand Basketball identity 
Kenny McFadden. Hoop Clubôs philosophy 
recognises the social value of giving our children and 
youth the opportunity to develop through physical 
activity and the discipline of a team sport, 
Basketball.ò  

In an exciting new partnership, Kenny will be coming 
to St Markôs throughout Term 1 to coach our 
students, ñfocussing on a óBack to Basicsô (B2B) 
approach, getting our children playing and learning 
basketball skills in a safe, structured environment.ò 

St Marks Basketball ï óHoop Clubô 
with NBL legend Kenny McFadden 

 

mailto:wgtn@kellysports.co.nz
http://www.ksports.co.nz/
http://www.miramar-rangers.com/
mailto:mrfcjuniors@xtra.co.nz
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Foundation 
We have been very busy getting to know our new friends 
and revisiting how to be in our learning environment.  We 
have also said good bye to several of our friends who 
have flown up to school. 
 
This week we have been exploring and investigating 
cicadas.  We have gone out on walks to look for and 
listen to cicadas.  Some of us have done observational 
drawings of cicadas.  On our nature table we have a 
collection of cicada skins and we have been able to take 
a closer look at them with the magnifying glasses.  It has 
been interesting watching some of our friends and how they have reacted when looking at the 
insects.  Some of us are very confident and can handle them gently while some of us prefer to 
look at them from a safe distance. 
 
 Preschool 
Last week we went to the college field with our buddy class 
4KM to do some sports.  It was great to be out in the sun 
and having a run around on the grass. Mr Maxwell and his 
class were very patient and helpful as they worked with us 
on some of our throwing, catching and running skills.  We 
are really looking forward to going again next week. 
  

                                                                                     
 
 
 
This week we said goodbye to Lauren and spent the 
day making cards for her.  Lauren baked some yummy 
cupcakes for us to share.  At the end of the day Imogen 
wanted to give mummy a cupcake because they were 
so delicious but they had all gone!  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parent Notice Board  

Please check the Parents Notice Board at Reception.   
This week we have added�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y 

 
Karori Lions Karnival and Fair �t this Sunday at Ben Burn 
Park  10.00 am until 3.00 pm 

An invitation to The Brazilian Carnival for Kids, Sunday 27 
February 3pm-6pm at Makara Hall. 

Charity in the Park, Saturday 12th March 1-5pm at Frank 
Kitts Park 

 


