St Mark's Church School St Mark's Church School St Mark's Church School

Years 1AD, 1EH and 8Rjaying our wonderful Information Centre together,
and becoming more knowledgeable about the Alphabet!

T1 Week 2: 7 - 11 February 2011 www.st-marks.school.nz Ph. 0064 4 385 9489

Dear Parents

Throughout the year we focus on Christian values and virtues 1 the way we
would like to live together. Each of the assigned virtues is unpacked over two
weeks after it has been introduced by either the staff or the children at the
Monday Morning Assembly.

This week it was my turn. At the beginning of the week | introduced the concept
AMake Yoiuthelitegralr k o translation of the School Motto. We

started by looking at what 3 di fferent symboil s or
what we see and what the m symbol means. We explored the symbol
for St Markodés Churoa $C h 0 o trest. Thédsymbol of the rampant lion
means courage, strength, and excellence in the face of our challenges.

The blue background representing truth and loyalty, and the
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© red edge, strength and generosity of spirit. | finished with a challenge to the assembly 1 how will you

C_l make your mark today, this week, this year? | asked some Year 7 students how they met my

& challenge this week and their comments speak for themselves....

c

o il made my mark by keeping to my goal so
al

o) il am trying to work as hard as | can and
L

+— AThis week | made my mark by getting to sc
g AAt lunchtime | helped | ots of new peopl e
S

LL

AThi s weélavle talkicmknpll i shed somet hing good i

Have a great weekend.

(Don’t forget Valentine’s Day on Monday!)

Tony

The Virtue for Weeks 1 + 2 is
Make your Mark



http://www.st-marks.school.nz/

Welcome to New Students: Matilda Goldie ;Rosa Vandermolen ; Angus Green; Aelfred Gater;
George Kliris; Samuel Hewlett; Harry Simons; Ella Glubb; Niamh Crowden; and Eva Scally all
started in Foundation this week; and Nikolai and Alexander Guermanoff Lowe started in
PreSchool.

Tissues: We would be grateful if each family would bring one box of tissues in to the school. We
use large numbers over the course of the year and we currently have none. Please drop the
tissues into the school office.

School Lunches: It would be very much appreciated if orders for lunches could be completed on
the correct form. Large numbers of orders, when handwritten on pieces of paper, or on the
outside of envelopes, can make the collation very time consuming. The forms are available from
the office or they can be downloaded from our website.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR PARENTS
Year 7 Vision Screening

Regi onal Public Health provides a vision screenin

9 Vision 1 Pupils will be advised of results at the time of testing. If further assessment is recommended
you will be notified by mail.

1 Colour - vision — This is to identify boys with an inherited colour defect. If there is any difficulty with the
colour-vision test you will be notified by mail.

9 Children who wear glasses and/or are under professional care and have regular checks, will not require
a vision check by our service.

NON CONSENT

9 Please notify your school if you do not agree to your child being screened.

This screening test is NOT a full assessment of your child’s vision.
If you have any concerns, please consult an optometrist.

A special invitation

On Sunday, 20" February, St Mar kds Chu
a guest preacher, The Venerable Danny Te Hiko,
Arch Deacon for Missions.

Al'l St Markodés Church Schol
are warmly invited to attend this service at 9.30am
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Mr Paul Sparks

Year 5-8 Cross Country / Fitness Club — 2011
Our early morning fithess club is about to begin for 2011 and is going to be a great way to start
the day and get your child prepared for our cross country event in Term 2.

When: Tuesday and Thursday at 7.30am, commencing on Tuesday the 22" of February.
Who: Year 5 - 8 students
Where: Meet at the P.E. Shed.

The club will be a mixture of fithess activities in the playground or hall and cross country
running. This year the club will be coordinated by Mr. Maxwell (Year 4 Teacher).

If your child is interested in taking part then please collect a permission letter from Mr Maxwell
and return to the school office by Wednesday the 16" of February.

Kelly Sports

Wednesday afterschool and Thursday lunchtime - Enrol now!

Lunchtime on Thursdays, Kelly Sports is offering a 9-week Sports Beginnings
programme . Designed especially for year 1 to 2 it covers all the basic sports skills and is a
great way to get kids active and having fun.

Afterschool on Wednesdays (3-4pm) is Kelly Sports Summer Sports - Perfect for years 2-
3 with 4 different sports across 9 weeks - Cricket, Basketball, Athletics and Fitness Fun.
Have fun, try something new and improve your sports skills, co-ordination and confidence.

Contact Libby on 972 7201 or wgth@kellysports.co.nz or for more info or see their website
www.ksports.co.nz.

Welcome New

Each week we will introduce one of our new staff: This week we welcome..........

Victoria Jarratt:: /Hi,1 6 m V.ilc@no rfirao m We l I, bunhgve o n
also spent time living overseas both in London and Melbourne. | have been
working in the childcare field for many years and have completed a

Bachelor of Education, Year One of a Masters in Counseling and a

Graduate Diploma in Teaching.

In my spare time | enjoy cycling and running and am currently training for a
duathlon. 1 also love to travel and have been fortunate enough to visit some
amazing places whilst living abroad.

I am | ooking forward to getting to know al
community.

This week, Year 1 + 2 enjoy
baking with Mrs Andreas

t


mailto:wgtn@kellysports.co.nz
http://www.ksports.co.nz/

From Performing

From the Information Centre

Arts

Mrs Tracy Nel

After School Speech & Drama Classes

There are still limited vacancies for students in these classes. If you
are interested in your son/daughter participating in this extension learning programme:

Please contact Ms Buchanan through the school office.

Itinerant Music Classes

There are limited spaces for Cello, Trumpet, Voice (Singing), Piano.

Please contact Mrs Ryman through the school office on Ph; 385 9489

The year has begun in the Information Centre with heaps of wonderful new
books for all ages and an author visit.

On Wednesday St Marks was very fortunate to be one of the few New
Zealand schooals to be visited by the Scottish author, Linda Strachan, who
has written a range of childrenos
Years 1-3 spent a most enjoyable and informative afternoon with Linda,
listening to excerpts from What Colour is Love and the Hamish McGinnis
series. There was also the opportunity to ask questions about the writing
process followed by a writing workshop in which the children worked with
Linda to develop characters. They will follow up this visit with resources

in class that Linda Strachan brought for us and also in the Multimedia
Room where we have kept the workshop material.

The Hamish McGinnis books are a series of 6 picture book titles,
following the adventures of Hamish McHaggis and his friends as they
visit various destinations throughout Scotland. Author Linda Strachan
and illustrator Sally J Collins have created the lovable character Hamish
McHaggis, a happy-go-lucky Haggis recognizable by his orange fur, big
red nose and tartan hat. In tow is the sceptical Rupert Harold the Third, a
Hedgehog and English gent, the cheeky and mischievous Pine Marten,
Angus and Jeannie, the accident prone Osprey. Colourfully illustrated
the captivating stories will educate and reveal the geography and history
of Scotland through the questioning English Rupert and leave children
wanting to know more about Scotland and Hamish McHaggis. As an
International Baccalaureate World School, these books will enhance our
global-mindedness and our understanding of Who We Are.

Information Centre Hours

The Information Centre is open for students each day from 7.30am and
parents are welcome to come up with their children before school to read together or to check out
books. We have very comfortable couches and beanbags thanks to our wonderful SMILE team!

All classes visit the Information Centre at least weekly, as part of their literacy and inquiry
programme. Students also spend time in the Information Centre before and after school and
during lunch to change books, read the paper, play board games and chess, do research and
work on the computers.

a (
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/ Meet the Teacher  Evening \

(Please note this is NOT a picnic this yeatr,

but children will be supervised should you wish to bring them. )
Year 1,2,3 and 4 Year 5,6, 7 and 8
Tuesday 15" February Wednesday 16th February
6.00pm - 7.15pm 6.00pm - 7.15pm

For further details, refer to the letter sent home with your child today

- /

This week Year 1
enjoyed a fSe

Wal ko around

School.
From the Parish Coming up next week:
Regular Services are held at St Mar k 6 fValentineds Day
Church on Wednesday at 10.00am and on Monday { 8.30am Assembly
Sunday at 9.30am with Sunday School. 141 f Yr 6 swimming 8.40-10.20

9 Yr 8 swimming 10.40-12.20

Tuesday |1 yr 7 swimming 9.40-11.30
9 Meet the Teacher Yr 1-4 @ 6pm

All members of the school community,
staff, parents and relatives are always 0
welcome to join the Parish at these 15

services. 1 8.00am Con Brio
Hall Hire: If you would like to hire the Wedlnghsday T 8.30am Church Yr 0-4

) Meet the Teacher Yr 5-8 @ 6
Church Hall for a one-off function or T Meetthe Teacher Yr 58 @ 6pm
regular activity, please contact the Parish Thursday |1 8am schola choir
Office. 17t 1 8.30am Church Yr5-8
Parish Office T 385 8536 7 Val Scharnke Eriday 18"  9.00am Yr8 Girls Immunisation
Email: st. marksl@xtra.co.nz rnday Talk

Reverend: Michael Holland

Weekend

Parish Services each Sunday at 9.30am 19t /20t |7 9.30am Sunday - Parish Service




SMILE

(St Marks Initiatives and Little Extras)

The SMILE team meets on the first Wednesday of each month in the hall meeting room at 2pm.

The SMILE team organise and run all the activities for the children during the day. Our main aim is for the
children to have some different and fun activities at school run by parents and along the way we sometimes
make a little profit which goes straight back into the school for the children.

Last year we held the following:

* |ce cream day - thanks to Year 8 for not having quite so many so the younger ones didn't miss out! * Cup

Cake day - helped by all the families contributing cup cakes with the leftovers going to the City Mission
*We sponsored the Push Play for the School Fair
* Book Fair - which raised lots of money for the library. A big Thank You to Vicky Hughson for organising this
* Sausage Sizzle - which all the children really enjoy
* Morning Tea for Athletics Day - for the staff and helpers during the day
* Tea Towel fundraiser - funds for this went to the Sports department for new sports strips for this year
* School disco - which is sponsored by the Parents Association but run by SMILE for Years 0 - 2 and Years 5 - 8
* Gift Giving Morning Tea for all the parents from Year 0 - 4

* We al so rhkavtehea Tielehcaher sd0 morning tea, hel ped w

cover new books in the library

The money we raised last year went towards:
New IT equipment, new bean bags and sofas for the IT Centre, PE equipment, new cameras, the art
department, books for the library and plants for the gardens.
With left over money, we are hoping to donate inside games to every classroom, for those rainy days.
Thank you to all the SMILE team and Room Parents who help make these events possible.

Our AGM is on 4th March at 1:30pm and meeting at 2pm.

We need new members to help make these activities continue. Both Susan Harding - Secretary and Sally

Wilkinson - Convenor are retiring this year and want to thank everyone for their support.



